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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

October 27, 2008






                     7:00pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Jack Russell, Toby Talbot, Larry Brown and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the October 13th Meeting Minutes – The minutes were reviewed by the Selectboard.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.


Approval of the September 23rd Joint Meeting of the Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards and the East Montpelier Fire Department – The minutes were approved by acclamation.


Informal Review of Revised Town Plan – Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, provided a DRAFT Town Plan dated 10/27/08 for the Selectboard to review.  A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Calais Elementary School to detail the revised plan for townspeople.  Key areas of the plan where significant changes were made were outlined.  The Selectboard was given a “to-do” list to implement the plan.  The Selectboard has 30-120 days after formally accepting the revised Town Plan from the Planning Commission to hold a public hearing.  The revised Town Plan will be adopted by the Selectboard and does not require a town vote.  It is expected the Planning Commission will formally present the revised Town Plan to the Selectboard at the regular meeting on November 24, 2008.


EMFD Update on Ambulance Service and Letter of Support – Toby Talbot, EMFD Member, presented a letter of support for the Selectboard to sign for the Vermont Department of Health fully supporting EMFD efforts to start a new ambulance service.  Public notice appeared twice in the newspaper and many people in both Calais and East Montpelier have written letters of support as well.  Discussion ensued.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to sign the letter of support for EMFD efforts to form an ambulance service (printed on Town of Calais letterhead and including today’s date).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The District 6 Emergency Medical Service Board, Dr. Daniel Wilson Chair, will review the license application on Tuesday, November 11, 2008 and will then pass the application on to the Vermont Department of Health.  The proposed EMFD Ambulance Service Operating Budget was reviewed and it was explained some items overlap from the regular EMFD budget therefore there would be an expected $14-16,000.00 reduction in the EMFD operating budget.  Larry Brown and Toby Talbot both noted these figures are competitive with the present ambulance service costs.  The revenue stream for a 1% and 3% increase in call volume was reviewed and expects the revenue will go towards paying the bond for a new fire station.  The Selectboard thanked EMFD for their efforts and will keep in contact.


Energy Committee Update – Denise Wheeler reported the Energy Committee met twice so far.  A handout titled “Calais Resources for Heat, Emergency, Food” was circulated.  This information will be posted in the various locations around town.  The committee is working on a mission statement / charge and will report back to the Selectboard.  The Selectboard needs to think about what to tell people when they hit rock bottom i.e. no food, no heat – what are the choices for shelter?


Curb Cut Access Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed an application for access from Scot Richards (Delphia property) on Bayne-Comolli Road.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: include a 20 foot entrance area on to Bayne-Comolli Road with no more than a 3% grade and install a culvert 15 inches in diameter part way down the driveway.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Appointment for Green Up Day Coordinator – It was noted that the Green Up Day Coordinator appointment was inadvertently overlooked at Town Meeting Day this year.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to reappoint Fletcher Dean for this position for a one-year term expiring on Town Meeting 2009.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Vacancies for Town Positions/Committees - The Selectboard is still looking to fill the vacancies on the Historic Preservation Commission (term expires 2009) and on the Conservation Commission (term expires 2011).  The Trails Committee and Energy Committee are also looking for members.  If interested in serving the Town, please contact any Selectboard member.

Landowner Letter re: TH64 – As discussed at the last meeting, Paul Hannan was asked to write a letter to Pat Malone asking to produce a copy of the document between the property owner and Town allowing maintenance of TH64 since Pat Malone, present owner, paved a portion of the road.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the draft letter, authorize Paul Hannan to sign it on behalf of the Selectboard and send it to Pat Malone.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Various Brief Updates

· John Brabant reported Steve Duke paid the outstanding bill to Knight’s Engineering to their satisfaction.
· DRB monitoring report – Anne Winchester will attend the meeting tomorrow night.
· Town road run-off mitigation – Cy Lamberton reported that Don Singleton ditched the road so water will flow down the ditch and not into Number 10 Pond.  The Selectboard agreed to have the Conservation Commission look into writing a Better Back Roads Grant application.  Paul Hannan will contact Steve Cusick.
Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Other Business

· Paul Hannan completed a Building Use Application for the Selectboard Meetings to be held beginning November 10, 2008 through April 2009 at Calais Elementary School library.
· The Selectboard discussed a dog complaint issue on George Road from Wendy Lafirira.  Denise Wheeler will draft a letter and have both parties come in November 10th for a public hearing on this issue.
· Phil Tonks notified the Selectboard that the recent clearing of trees along Max Gray Road for installation of power poles has created direct access to a steep embankment and potential hazard for motorists.  Phil Tonks spoke to Don Singleton and the Town is willing to install guardrails in that area.  The Selectboard agreed further research on the authority to cut roadside trees in the Town Right-of-Way for utilities needs to occur.
· RJ Turner Company of Bristol has been updating the Town Tax Maps.  The Selectboard reviewed a letter outlining two phases of work.  The Selectboard agreed to proceed as far as we can with the budgeted funds.  Paul Hannan will check with Eva Morse to see what it may cost to bring us up to date for 2009.

· The Selectboard discussed a petition received from the Vermont League of Cities & Towns stating opposition to cuts in the State aid for Town Highway Funding that are under consideration by the Joint Fiscal Committee.  The Selectboard declined to sign the petition.

Tentative Agenda for November 10th Meeting at Calais Elementary School

· Dog complaint on George Road
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
