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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

July 14, 2008






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Jack Russell, Marion Gray, David Schutz, Ty Rolland, Toby Talbot, Steve Freihofner and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the June 30th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made a few changes.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Denise Wheeler abstained from the vote.


Planning Commission: direction and current activities – The Selectboard welcomed Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, to hear about their work on the Calais Town Plan and vision for the future.  Each section of the Town Plan lists the current condition, issues, goals and action plan.  The Planning Commission found three recurrent action plans that affect the entire Town Plan that shall be initiated and coordinated by the Selectboard and Planning Commission (see Planning Commission draft document 7/10/08).  Realizing the present Town Plan does not contain a vision, the Planning Commission devised one that not only looks at the next five years but also 30, 40 or 50 years down the road.  Many townspeople attended the public forums the Planning Commission held this past spring and showed real interest in planning for the Town’s future.  Jack said “We need to generate and harness the momentum of the people willing to do the work on the plan by September to then be able to make recommendations”.  Jack Russell reported we have a housing crisis in town and time is running out; there is a real sense of urgency to address this problem, focusing on villages and more building densities.  The Planning Commission hopes to get the draft revised Town Plan to the Selectboard by September or October 2008.


East Montpelier Fire Department Interlocal Contract revised Draft – The Selectboard reviewed the latest revised draft EMFD Interlocal Contract dated July 8, 2008.  Clarification was requested regarding EMFD reviewing State Act 250 permit applications and/or local permits with respect to the nature and adequacy of fire fighting and all emergency services within Calais and East Montpelier.  Dorothy Naylor, Zoning Administrator, noted the DRB looks at emergency access/right-of-way issues with a fine-tooth comb, being very conscientious of getting emergency vehicles to a location safely.  John Brabant suggested the fire department list desired specifications to be included in the Zoning Regulations.  Paul Hannan noted the fire department would get the most input by dealing directly with the DRB.  In summary, the Selectboard recommended adding a sentence about local permit review vs. state permit review.  The recommendation will be forwarded to EMFD attorney, Paul Giuliani.


East Montpelier Fire Department New Ambulance Service – The Selectboard heard from Ty Rolland, Assistant Fire Chief, and Toby Talbot, EMFD member, regarding the possibility of EMFD starting a local ambulance service as a way to provide better service to the Calais and East Montpelier and generating revenue to help support a new fire station.  Ty reviewed the present costs per capita. Over 5 years Calais pays $202,000.00 for approximately 75 medical calls per year.  That money goes to Barre Town along with the amount they bill the customer (or customer’s insurance) for each call.  Ty noted this is in the preliminary stages but the present information shows this to be a feasible opportunity to bring an ambulance 15-20 minutes closer (better response time / faster transport time) to calls in Calais.  “We could do if for the same cost and possibly less after a few years”, Ty Rolland said.  

Other EMFD items: The recent “GO FOR THE GREEN” raffle raised $3,900.00 for the building fund thanks to all that bought tickets and the very generous donation from Bruce & Phyllis Bottamini from Adamant Road who won the riding tractor/mower and donated it back to EMFD!  With the annual funds put into the truck replacement fund, we recently purchased a 1994 heavy-duty rescue/pumper for $52,000.00 with another $10,000.00 to retrofit it for our needs.  This vehicle will respond to all motor vehicle accidents with tools, equipment, water and fire retardant foam.  EMFD has met with Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. for some interesting and very exciting discussions about locating a new fire station on their property in East Montpelier Village, using present septic and water sources.  Bill Powell, Calais resident and long-time WEC employee, is looking at possible funding sources, including grants and low interest loans.


Woodbury Fire Department Annual Contract – Steve Freihofner, WFD President, presented the Selectboard the annual contract for FY 2008-09 in the amount of $11,391.00.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the annual contract with Woodbury Fire Department in the amount of $11, 391.00 dated this 14th day of July 2008.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Kents Corner Design Review Guidelines Adoption Process – The Selectboard had a lengthy discussion with David Schutz, Historic Preservation Commission Chair, and Peter Harvey about the newly revised guidelines.  David explained the booklet is designed to guide not regulate (not the language of regulation).  The guide will be used by the Design Advisory Board to form recommendations to then present to the Development Review Board.  John Brabant suggested having a preamble or introduction in the booklet clearly stating the intent of the guide and how it is to be used.  John McCullough was given permission to make additional comments in the document, which now have become valid inclusions to the guide.  The process for adoption of this revised guide remains undetermined.  


Curb Cut Access Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed an application by Kentish on West County Road to move an existing driveway.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: include a 20 foot flat entrance area on to West County Road with no more than a 3% grade, cut brush to improve visibility and install a culvert 15 inches in diameter at this location (may use the old culvert).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Fiscal Year 2007-08 in Review – The Selectboard reported the Highway Department ended the year in the black by $46.65 for FY 2007-08.  Final budget figures for the Selectboard budget are not yet available.


Other Business

· Revisions to the Town Holiday Policy as approved at the last meeting have been typed by Anne Winchester.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to sign the revised Town Holiday Policy as voted on at the last meeting.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· Rose Pelchuck received the annual renewal notice for the .GOV domain name subscription for $125.00.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to have Rose Pelchuck pay the .GOV domain name bill on her credit card for $125.00 and be reimbursed by the Town.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Set the Town Tax Rate – Eva Morse, Treasurer, calculated two tax rates to generate necessary funds for Town expenses.  After some discussion, the Selectboard agreed to a rate.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to set the Town tax rate at $0.478 per $100.00 of assessed value for the fiscal year 2008-09.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam: John Brabant reported he and Alan Quackenbush, ANR Wetlands Biologist, canoed around Curtis Pond and met with Morris Root to discuss a two foot draw down of the pond and proposing the installation of a curtain dam at the narrows.  Further recommendations from Alan Quackenbush will be forthcoming.

· Batten Road unpaid Geotechnical Engineer bill: John Brabant spoke to Steve Duke regarding this unpaid bill from last year.  Steve Duke said they are settling Jeff Sayers’ business estate then it will get paid.

· DRB monitoring report: next DRB hearing is July 29th.  Denise Wheeler attended the meeting last month.

· Levangie Curb Cut on Bayne Comolli Road: As reported at the last meeting, Don Singleton thought the curb cut access was not constructed in the location conditioned in the permit (at the crest of the hill).  John Brabant called Jody Bayne and Lisa Levangie and the access was put where the Selectboard told her to put it.  John Brabant’s understanding is that Don Singleton and Jody Bayne are working it out, even though Don Singleton told the Selectboard he did not want to get involved in this apparent violation.  John Brabant will call Don Singleton to see what he has communicated to Lisa Levangie.

· Anne Winchester called the engineer at FairPoint Communications to discuss burying the service line for phone service on Moscow Woods/Ledge Road for Joe Fortin rather than going overhead.  It was determined the phone lines are already buried in two places under the road and FairPoint Communications will splice the line to provide the service for Joe Fortin.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the revised application from Joe Fortin for work in the Town right-of-way by FairPoint Communications.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Zoning violations, appeals, litigation, etc. – Jeff Fothergill has appealed Chris Miller’s permit to the Vermont Supreme Court regarding a subdivision on Curtis Pond.  The Town is keeping apprised of the action.

Tentative Agenda Items for the July 28th Meeting:

· Review and approve Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Design Review Guidelines possible vote

· EMFD Interlocal Contract revised draft (if available)

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

