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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

April 26, 2010    







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Mike Garand, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Gail Graham, Alfred Larrabee, Josh Schultz, Jill Schultz, Gary Schultz, Darby Bradley, Charlotte Hanna Bassage and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the March 8th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes and one correction was made.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Quarterly Financial Review – The Selectboard reviewed the quarterly report of the Highway Budget and Selectboard Budget.  Some Selectboard budget line items were noted to be over budget.  Another update will be forthcoming at the end of May.

Finance Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier to Fund New Emergency Services Facility – Denise Wheeler reported Steve Stitzel, Esq. has not gotten back to her. 


Appointments for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions:  It was reported the DRB does not need another Alternate for a case coming before the Board soon.  Mike Garand is waiting to hear back from someone for the Tree Warden position.  The Selectboard is waiting for letters of interest from Warren Coleman and Reese Hersey for two open seats on the Conservation Commission.

Weigher of Coal – one year term: Scott Bassage made a motion to appoint Mike Garand for the position.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Selectboard is continuing to look for residents to serve in the remaining vacant positions: Tree Warden, Planning Commission (two positions for a four-year term), Design Advisory Board (one position for a four-year term) and Conservation Commission (three positions for a one-year, two-year and four-year term).

Various Reports and Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant reported the State Dam Safety Engineer, Steve Bushman, told him we used all but $3,500.00 of state appropriated funds for the dam.  Anne Winchester has continued to look at appropriated funds and John Brabant noted there is language in the FY 2011 state budget to appropriate $28,000.00 to Calais for the Curtis Pond Dam.  John Brabant will review the file on the Nichols Pond Dam project to get a better idea of costs and compare that to the engineering quote just received from Dubois & King.  

· McCullough Crushing Gravel Pit Expansion Project – A hearing before the Development Review Board will be held on May 18, 2010 to review the proposed pit expansion.  Some members of the DRB have stepped aside due to conflicts of interest; therefore, some DRB alternates will be hearing the case along with members of the DRB.

· EMFD New Emergency Services Facility – Cy Lamberton reported the new facility is on schedule and under budget.  The contractors are scheduled to be finished by May 15, 2010 with some exterior paving and landscaping complete soon after.  Scott Bassage provided some recent photographs and a sample of the siding to look at. 

Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways AOT - The Selectboard reviewed the annual financial plan for FY 2010-11 that shows how the Road Commissioner plans to spend the State highway funds we receive each year.  Cy Lamberton, Mike Garand and Alfred Larrabee met to complete the financial plan.  The Town Highway Budget of $666,399.00 is divided between winter maintenance, general maintenance bridges/culverts, construction/guard rails and retreatment of 1.3 miles of Old West Church Road and 1.8 miles of Kent Hill Road toward Maple Corner.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the plan as presented and submit it to the State AOT.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Wooden Road Signs – Charlotte Hanna Bassage came before the Selectboard this evening to request the town spend no more money on metal road signs and favors refurbishing the wooden street signposts.  The Selectboard and Road Commissioner explained by 2011 all the wooden road signs have to be replaced by the metal reflective street signs to comply with uniform traffic safety regulations.  Mike Garand explained traffic code and safety regulations in detail.  Denise Wheeler summarized by saying, “It sounds like we like the wooden signs but we have to adhere to the regulations”.  Alfred Larrabee noted he has many more signs to replace before the 2011 deadline.


Historic Preservation Commission – David Schutz, Chair, presented the Selectboard an application to sign in order to receive a CVRPC Energy Audit for the Town Hall.  The Historic Preservation Commission has already received a $10,000.00 certified local government grant to conduct a complete feasibility study, including a top to bottom analysis of what the building faces.  After completion of the study, the town will have a Master Plan of projects/options that will hopefully lead to greater utilization of the building.  Energy efficiency is key to greater use of the facility, David reported.  It was agreed to list the Historic Preservation Commission, David Schutz Chair, as the ad-hoc committee on the application form instead of the Energy Committee.  The Selectboard signed the application.


Committee of Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads - Darby Bradley, Chair, came before the Selectboard this evening to provide a progress report.  The committee met on April 17th with Marge Garfield and Sandra Robinson to learn how the Calais Ancient Roads Team gathered, documented and organized the road data over the past three years.  Darby noted 272 road references were found during the research and 47 anomalies (including 20 short spurs and a number of larger ones).  Darby noted the committee was in total awe of the work CART did on behalf of the town.  Darby anticipates his committee will have their work on the 20 short spurs done by May 24th and forward recommendations to the Selectboard.  Landowner participation during the site visit and with the paperwork has been encouraged.  After the short spurs are done, the committee will turn their attention to the longer ones and work on these through the summer. The last six or seven ancient roads will be done by the whole committee probably in the fall.  Darby spoke briefly about the petition before the Selectboard noting it is a Selectboard decision.


Petition Received at the March 29th Meeting – Denise Wheeler reiterated the next steps for the Selectboard regarding the petition received at the March 29th Meeting: 1) do nothing or 2) have a public hearing where people can present their view on the issue; then the Selectboard can: 1) do nothing or 2) take a vote to discontinue those ancient roads not clearly observable by physical evidence.  The VLCT has answered several questions for Denise.  Scott Bassage distributed a packet of information “Next Steps in response to the petition about roads not visible”.  The Selectboard agreed to hold a public hearing that will be preceded by an informational meeting at 6:30pm the same evening.  Scott Bassage made a motion to hold a public hearing on June 8, 2010 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall that will be preceded by an informational meeting at 6:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Gus Seelig, Town Moderator, will moderate the hearing.  Darby Bradley will be present to inform the public about the Committee of Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads and the work they are doing with these ancient roads.  The Selectboard has ten days after the public hearing to make a decision regarding the petition.  The Selectboard will further discuss this at the June 14, 2010 meeting.


Green Up Day – Saturday, May 1st reminder – contact Fletcher Dean for more information


Tentative Agenda for the May 10th Meeting

· Appointments to fill vacant positions

· CVSWMD

· Finance Agreement with East Montpelier for new emergency services facility

Scott Bassage made a motion to adjourn at 8:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

