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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
March 30, 2009






                          7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Paul Hannan John McCullough, Gail Graham, Jack Russell, Steve Cusick, Marge Garfield, Conrad Smith, Peter Brough, Phil Tonks, Wilson Hughes, Nick Emlen, Lucy Wollaeger, Doug Lilley, Diane Konrady, Shirlee Inglis, Alfred Larrabee and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Cy Lamberton

Actions:


Approval of March 9th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Review Town Meeting 2009 Minutes – the Selectboard reviewed the minutes from the annual Town Meeting and offered one name correction.  The Selectboard will notify Eva Morse of same.


Response Letter to Doug Lilley – The Selectboard discussed the draft response letter to Doug Lilley.  Doug Lilley gave his view of the situation.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the response letter to Doug Lilley as written and give it to Doug Lilley.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Public Acknowledgement of Dedicated Service to Planning Commission by Scott Bassage – Under the false pretense of saying the police responded to an alarm at the school as a way to get on the agenda, Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, stated the real reason for his presence this evening.  The Planning Commission publicly recognized 18 years of dedicated service by Scott Bassage with a gift to Claire’s in Hardwick.  Great job Scott!

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  


Request for Approval to apply for USDA Grant Funding – Diane Konrady and Shirlee Inglis presented an overview of a USDA Rural Business Enterprise Technical Assistance Grant they would like to apply for on behalf of the Town to provide assistance to at least Calais farmers and small businesses.  Some goals include to expand agriculture, support and strengthen farms and small businesses, implement steps to better use and conserve resources – human, natural and material.  This grant will support the work of the Calais Agriculture Committee (subcommittee of the Planning Commission), which will identify and recommend to the Planning Commission needed zoning changes to increase local agriculture.  The requested grant amount is $99,999.00 and duration timeline is 18 months from the date of grant award.  The Selectboard enthusiastically supports the efforts and the grant application may be signed at the meeting on April 13, 2009.


Appointments for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions: Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint the following townspeople to the respective positions below to serve one-year terms as follows:

Tree Warden – Peter Condaxis



Town Service Officer – Marianne Miller
Emergency Plan Coordinator – Toby Talbot

Animal Control Officer – Fred Bushway
First Constable – Fred Bushway



E-911 Coordinator – John McCullough

Second Constable – Wilson Hughes


Weigher of Coal – Mike Garand



Delegate to CVRPC – Rhonda Shippee


Inspector of Lumber – Greg Pelchuck



The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

The following positions are open for appointments/reappointments:

Planning Commission – 3 positions open

Historic Preservation Commission – 3 positions open

Conservation Commission – 2 positions open

Development Review Board – 4 positions open

Town Health Officer, Delegate to CVSWMD, Alternate to CVRPC, Truant Officer

The Selectboard will place in the Times Argus and post a notice in the usual locations around Town.  Interested townspeople can send a letter to the Town Clerk, 1320 Pekin Brook Road, East Calais, VT 05650 or via email to the Selectboard Secretary at brcoal@together.net or can call any member of the Selectboard prior to Wednesday, April 22, 2009.  The Selectboard will be making appointments at the April 27, 2009 meeting at the Calais Elementary School.  New candidates should attend the meeting to meet the Selectboard and personally express interest as to why they want to serve in a certain position (in addition to submitting a letter of interest by the respective deadline).  


Update on Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant reported he spoke to Morris Root and Morris Root has not yet put in the application to the State.


New EMFD Emergency Services Building Project – Scott Bassage and Cy Lamberton attended a meeting at the East Montpelier Town Office to discuss moving ahead with a new emergency services building in East Montpelier village.  Project participants include: 

· Owners>East Montpelier represented by Duane Wells and Craig Kleman and Calais>interim owner rep Scott Bassage; 
· Construction Manager>John Connor, Connor Contracting (extensive involvement from beginning to end)
· Architect>Joel Page, Scott & Partners with teams of engineers
· User Group EMFD> John Audy, Ty Rolland, Larry Brown and Toby Talbot
Ground breaking will be in early July.  EMFD will be able to move trucks inside in October and project should be completed by December.  Immediate issues include land acquisition, site assessment, permits and choice of engineers.  Ownership issues have not been agreed upon.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Scott Bassage from the Calais Selectboard as owner representative to the East Montpelier/Calais Emergency Services Building Project Committee.  The motion was seconded.  Scott Bassage made a motion to amend the motion to include appointing Denise Wheeler as an alternate in the event Scott cannot attend a meeting and authorize Scott Bassage and Denise Wheeler to make decisions up to $20,000.00. (Friendly amendment agreed to as part of the main motion.)  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator and Paul Hannan, at 7:53pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 8:09pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Anne Winchester had nothing publicly to report.

Liquor & Tobacco License Applications: Adamant Cooperative and East Calais General Store – The Selectboard reviewed the applications for liquor and tobacco licenses for both establishments.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the applications as presented for Lapan Enterprises, LLC for the East Calais General Store and the Adamant Cooperative Store.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) Report with Marge Garfield, Chair – The Conservation Commission, Planning Commission and Trails Committee were invited to attend the meeting tonight to hear results of the work of the CART.  The Vermont Legislature passed Act 178 stating that any unidentified corridors (not clearly observable by its physical evidence as a road or trail) that are not put on a town map by July 2015 will be discontinued.  The CART has been hard at work for two years to identify undiscontinued roads or parts of roads that do not appear on the town map.  Public recognition and grateful appreciation was given to Marge Garfield, Sandra Robinson, Eva Morse and Paul Hannan who have spent countless hours working on this project.  A list of roads identified by the CART team and a map were reviewed.  If these roads are placed on the official town map, they will automatically become Class 4 roads unless the Selectboard chooses to classify them as a Class 1, 2 or 3 Road, or town trail.  CART has made a file on every road in town.  Town highway maps came to be in 1931 when the State made the towns map them for pleasure car use.  Nick Emlen asked the Selectboard to come up with a public process for making decisions about the information since it may be very sensitive to landowners who will be impacted by their decisions.  Anne Winchester asked the committees to study these findings and bring their goals to the next Selectboard meeting.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to have the data professionally reviewed by Paul Hannan, Licensed Surveyor, to devise and prioritize an Ancient Roads Candidates List from the “ancient road proposed priorities list” presented this evening.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Tentative Agenda for April 13th Meeting

· Response to letter re: separate votes on each social service donation at Town Meeting

· Fire District Worker’s Compensation – Alfred Larrabee

· EMFD Emergency Services Building Project Update – Scott Bassage

· CART and goals from Conservation Commission, Planning Commission & Trails Committee

· Vacancies for various town commissions and boards

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

