SELECTBOARD MEETING
Approved Minutes
December 13, 2010    								7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Alfred Larrabee, Wendy Lafirira, Dale Lafirira, Seth Frisbie, Robin Sales, Jewel (Julie) Love, Dan Pudvah, Daniel Staples, Robert Bohn, Marialisa Calta, Fred Bushway and Rose Pelchuck.
Absent: Mike Garand

Actions:
	Public Comment – A new Calais resident, Julie Love, informed the Selectboard how warmly she was welcomed to town by many people in the community.  She went on to say the Lightening Ridge Road/Route 14 intersection has poor signage, is poorly lit, and urged the Selectboard to have the State AOT install better signage.  Julie’s final comment was about getting training for those who hold various town positions so they understand the rules and regulations relating to their positions and to be sure the town informs them about such training opportunities.  Denise Wheeler responded by saying the town does have a small training/conference budget and people in town positions do attend some trainings.

	Bennett Dog Complaint Hearing – Denise Wheeler, Chair, informed those present that the Town has received a letter of complaint about dogs and many other animals belonging to Ed Bennett leaving his property, roaming to neighboring properties and damaging property.  Denise Wheeler noted this to be an ongoing problem since 2008 till the present.  At the last complaint hearing in November 2008, Mr. Bennett agreed to install an underground fence to keep his dogs on his property; due to financial issues that never happened.  Wendy Lafirira noted goats, sheep, dogs, llama, and five or so cows on her property that belong to Ed Bennett.  Wendy informed the Selectboard that she and her family don’t dare to go outside and enjoy their own property (can’t plant flowers or a garden).  Seth Frisbie explained how the animals have damaged his property and showed the Selectboard a number of photos documenting the damage.  Denise Wheeler noted “We have a situation here we need to resolve”.  Ed Bennett agreed, “It is not acceptable.”  “What exactly are we here to address?”  “I wouldn’t allow a dangerous dog loose, I’m not irresponsible” Mr. Bennett said.  “The livestock are getting the best of me and I need to seriously downsize” Ed Bennett continued.  “There is a cattle electric fence; there’s only one place where they’re getting out.”  John Brabant, Selectboard Member and part-time farmer, explained to Ed Bennett, “It is your job to fence in your animals, not the neighbors job.”  The Lafirira’s have offered to give Ed Bennett some extra fence they have but Mr. Bennett has not accepted the offer.  Town Constable, Fred Bushway, who grew up on a farm, informed Mr. Bennett “You have to keep them on your land; the town is behind me and if I get another complaint, the animals will go.”  John Brabant inquired if Mr. Bennett has been burning trash.  Ed Bennett replied, “I got in trouble about a year ago and haven’t done it since.”  The parties agreed on a resolution to have Ed Bennett put up barbed wire on some saplings where the animals are getting out and Fred Bushway will check in two weeks to be sure the work has been done.  A more permanent fence can be installed next spring.  This issue will be placed on the January 10, 2011 agenda to be sure the complaint has been fully resolved.

	Kellogg Hubbard Library Annual Report and Budget Request – Dan Pudvah, Executive Director of the library, provided the Selectboard with the annual summary and budget request for FY 2012.  The amount requested, $24,489.00, is the same as the last two years.  Wages and benefits is the only area with increases.  The City of Montpelier and area towns provide 43% of the library’s annual budget.  Robin Sales provided an overview of the numerous resources, programs and activities at the library.  All public computers at the library were upgraded this year through grant funding.  Program plans are under development.  All were reminded the library’s website is available around the clock as a terrific resource.  Marialisa Calta, Calais representative on the Board, offered some comments as well.  The library delegation thanked the Selectboard for the town’s support and the support of all those that volunteer to support the library.

	Public Hearing for Proposed Changes to Zoning Regulations – The public hearing for the proposed changes to the Zoning Regulations will be at the next regular Selectboard meeting on December 27, 2010 at 7:15pm at the Calais Elementary School.

Posting Collar Hill Road – Alfred Larrabee reported the price for two road signs, two posts and installation costs would be $375.00.  The signs would say “Recommended Truck Route”.  Robert Bohn, Collar Hill Road resident urged the Selectboard to post the road, directing all trucks to use the Worcester Road instead of Collar Hill Road.  Robert noted his wife has been driven off the road by a large truck and thinks the town should pay for the signs.  In previous meetings, the road was described as narrow, curvy and steep.  “School buses won’t even go down there now” said Dot Naylor.  Denise Wheeler will see if there is a process or procedure for a public hearing in order to install these two road signs.  Cy Lamberton will see if the town is at risk of loosing state aid when limiting truck traffic on a Class 3 road.

Curb Cut Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed the application from Emma Van Susteren for a curb cut at 312 West County Road.  After further review, Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Curb Cut Permit with the following conditions: the applicant must install a fifteen-inch culvert (20’ long) where the driveway meets the road for proper drainage and the driveway must be flat for 20 feet off the road with no more than a 3% grade.  The motion was seconded, voted and carried 4-0.

TH 44 Wheeler Road Legal Bill – Denise Wheeler spoke to John Klesch, Esq. to express dissatisfaction about the high legal bill to resolve this matter.  According to Denise, the town will be receiving a credit against the legal bill and any remaining work on this issue will be done at no charge.

Other Business – The Selectboard has been informed the Weisbart decision of the Development Review Board has been appealed to Superior Court Environmental Division.  Scott Bassage made a motion to enter an appearance on behalf of the town to Superior Court Environmental Division.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.
John Brabant was excused from the meeting at this point..

Approval of the October 27th Meeting Minutes – Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0. 

Approval of the November 8th Meeting Minutes - Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0. 

Approval of the November 29th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes and made two corrections.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

Appoint Payroll Officer for new Municipal Employees Retirement System – Scott Bassage made a motion to appoint Eva Morse, Town Clerk and Treasurer, as payroll officer for the new Vermont Municipal Employees Retirement System.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  Cindy Webster, VMERS Director, is meeting with the road crew Thursday, December 16, 2010 at the Town Office to enroll the town employees interested in joining the retirement system.  All new town employees hired hereafter will have to join the VMERS as a condition of employment.

Various Brief Updates – The Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads met on December 1st.
The beavers in town are noted to be on their winter schedule.

	Other Business (continued) – Green Mountain Transit Agency would like to develop a transit development plan for the next 5-10 years for our region and put together a guide.  They would like a Calais representative on their committee to attend three meetings over the next four months.  Scott Bassage made a motion to appoint himself to this committee if Scott cannot interest anyone from the Planning Commission to attend.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.
	VLCT Training Opportunity – Scott Bassage would like to attend a training “Preparing for a Successful Town Meeting” on Wednesday, December 15, 2010.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve payment for Scott Bassage to attend this training.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

	Tentative Agenda for the December 27th Meeting
December 13, 2010, Minutes
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· 
· Public hearing on proposed changes to Zoning Regulations
· Predisaster Mitigation Plan update
· VLCT health insurance representative
· Dog complaint from Julie Love
· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· Quarterly Budget update

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:15pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,


Rose Pelchuck
Selectboard Secretary
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