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Present:  Selectboard members Scott Bassage, John Brabant, Rose Pelchuck, Denise Wheeler Toby Talbot; Donna Fitch, clerk; Road Commissioner Alfred Larrabee; Matthew Barwicz, Conservation Commission; John Ramsey, VT Land Trust; Reed Cherington; Jan Ohlsson; Nick Emlen.
 
Selectboard Chair Denise Wheeler called the meeting to order at 7pm.

Web Site Payment
The motion was made to reimburse Rose Pelchuck for payment for renewal of the web site domain. Motion passed 5-0.

Special Town Meeting Pay
The Selectboard agreed to pay Clerk and Treasurer Donna Fitch for the special town meeting on September 26. Donna suggested $20/hour. She will submit invoice for Selectboard approval. 

Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2015
Toby made a motion to approve the minutes. Scott seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0 with Toby abstaining as he was not at the meeting. 

Road Commissioner Update
Alfred Larrabee reported the County Road paving and shoulders are completed. The new pickup truck has arrived. This past week the road crew has been grading and installing culverts. 

Operations Manager Update
Better Back Roads grants have been received for Singleton Road ($9,000) and Mirror Lake Road ($6,000) for ditching and culverts to reduce run-off into the brook and #10 Pond. 

Culverts will be installed on Worcester Road near Maple Corner. At that time the intersection of West County Road and Worcester Road will be straightened in order to make the intersection safer. 

The price for the culvert on Center Road increased by $15,000. Toby has been working with the vendor and engineer on alternative materials in order to reduce the price. That has been accomplished. The stream permit was received on August 24, 2015 and the engineer, Doug Newton, is putting the bid documents together. The request for proposal will go out within a couple weeks. Work cannot be done in streams after October 15th. 

Emlen Curb Cut #CC-08-15
Nick Emlen requested a curb cut for a permanent logging landing on Kent Hill Road. Toby made a motion to approve the permit with the following conditions:  restricted to logging only; no culvert needed; remove a couple trees to improve site distance in town ROW coming up the hill; install a “trucks entering” sign at lower end of property when landing is in use; stabilize the bank. John Brabant seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0.  Alfred agreed with Nick that the bank could be cut back a bit to increase line of sight. 

Balentine ROW Permit #ROW-05-15
John moved to approve a ROW permit for Jo-Anne Balentine’s property, 2305 Balentine Road, for an emergency septic system installation. Toby seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0.

McCarty Curb Cut #CC-09-15
Toby made a motion to approve the curb cut on Moscow Woods Road for Michael-Ryan McCarty’s property (property address 11 Mill Street) with the following conditions:  install a 15” culvert, trim and clear brush to improve line of sight. Rose seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0. (This replaces a previous curb cut permit #CC-02-15 on Mill Street.)

Notice of Violation (NOV) at Recycle Depot
Denise thanked Toby for taking care of the NOV at the recycling/trash depot and corresponding with Barb Schwendtner, Dept of Environmental Conservation.  The town may no longer dump brush on the site. Brush and stumps cannot be dumped on an incline and future restrictions will not allow “stump dumps.”  Toby said the town cuts a lot of brush, hiring a person with a chipper and giving the chips away. He said the best way to deal with brush is to chip it, stockpile it and sell or give it away. Alfred will look into chipper prices. An article to buy a chipper will be put on the town meeting warning and the town will rent one in the meantime. Toby will padlock the shed at the recycle center and will report to the Dept of Environmental Conservation where the contents (electronics and paint) were recycled.  Towns that produce 50 tons or less of trash/recyclables do not need a permit. The Board discussed whether to withdraw their permit which requires an annual report. It was agreed to leave the situation as is. 

Conserving Former Legare Farm
John Ramsey, VT Land Trust, passed out a map showing the 224 acres that Pete Johnson of Pete’s Greens wants to conserve on the former Legare farm on Route 14. Total acreage is 300. John Brabant expressed concern about the acreage held out of conservation and questioned what the future use of the land would be. He asked if Mr. Johnson had a business plan that could be shared with the Selectboard. Seventy-seven acres is in a water protection zone and cannot be used for agriculture but must be maintained to protect the water. A request has been submitted to the VT Housing and Conservation Board and the town’s support of the conservation easement is being requested. Matt Barewicz reported that the Conservation Commission wants to give $1,000 of the town’s conservation funds to the project. At the minimum, John Ramsey said, they would like a letter from the Selectboard stating the Board does not oppose the project. Saying he wants to know what he is supporting, John Brabant asked for more information on future plans for the 48 acres. John Ramsey said he would provide additional information before the next Selectbaord meeting on September 14 and would see if Pete was available to attend. The land is in the current use program. 

Errors and Omissions Request from Listers
Toby made a move to approve the errors and omissions request from the listers for a mobile home on Jackie Durkee’s property that was not included in her appraisal. Rose seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0.

Sale of Town Property on Fellows Road
Sealed bids for the sale of property at 40 Fellows Road will be opened at the next Selectboard meeting on September 14. 

Tax Penalty Abatement Process
The abatement process for tax penalties was briefly discussed. Requests for inability to pay due to hardship go to the Board of Civil Authority. Any other requests go to the listers. Two requests have been received. 

Town Hall Task Force Request 
Scott Bassage, representing the Historic Preservation Committee and Town Hall Task Force, made a motion to fund an engineering survey to gather the data for an Elevation Certificate (FEMA Form 086-0-33). Subsequent action, including a LOMA (Letter of Map Amendment) to be determined at a later time. The cost is not to exceed $500 and will come from the Town Hall/Office Reserve Fund. John seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0. (Background:  the town hall was considered to be in the flood plain when Arnold & Scangas Architects conducted their analysis of the town hall in 2013. Since then, FEMA maps show the town hall NOT in the flood plain. ANR fluvial erosion maps show a corner of the building in the erosion area. Hiring an engineer to gather data will provide the information needed to clarify if the town hall is in the flood plain. The town can then decide the next steps, including whether to pursue a LOMA. This information is also needed for grants.)  The next meeting of the Town Hall Task Force is September 2, 7pm, Town Hall. 

Special Town Meeting Warning
The Selectboard signed the Warning for the special town meeting to be held on September 26 after the special school meeting at 9am to transact the following business:  Shall the Town of Calais adopt the appropriation for the Kellogg Hubbard Library annually at Town Meeting day by Australian ballot? 

Zoning Administrator Job Description
The Board approved the zoning administrator job description with minor changes. Rose will make the changes and finalize.

EMFD Memorandum of Understanding
The Board briefly reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding between the EMFD and the town of E. Montpelier regarding the building on Templeton Road. This does not affect Calais. 

Land Hosting Elementary School’s Septic System
John called Chauntelle Eckhaus, schoolboard chair, about the land owned by Paul and Jean Cadorette on which the school has an easement for its septic system. When the easement was given by the Cadorettes, they were promised not to be taxed on the four-acre property. For several years, the land was not taxed and then it was taxed. Through an abatement process, the town refunded money to the Cadorettes. The listers have taken the four acres off the grand list, but in order for the land to not be taxed, the voters need to vote on the tax exemption. An additional options is for the school to buy the land. 

At 9:03pm the Board continued the meeting to Tuesday at 7pm at the town office to meet the new Central VT Regional Planning Director.

Respectfully submitted,


Donna Fitch, Clerk



