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Perez Wheelock, Hackett, Sheple Road, Solomon Dodge, Tis Hawkins, Carver, Grist Mill II, Ormsby, Sparrow between Martin and Sparrow Roads, Elijah White spur, J.D. Bailey, Nathaniel Hersey, Joseph Brown, A.S. Nelson, Putnam, West Curtis Pond.

Present:  Selectboard members John Brabant, Scott Bassage, Toby Talbot, Denise Wheeler; Rose Pelchuck arrived at 7pm due to her work schedule. Others present: Charlotte Bassage, John Bassage, Karen Lane.

Denise Wheeler, chair, called the hearing to order at 6pm. 

Toby Talbot provided a list of roads that he and John Brabant had visited on December 12, 2014 (attached). They met at the Maple Corner Community Center. No one else was present for the examinations of roads. 

John recused himself from discussion of Sheple Road.
 
Hackett  - Observed visible road. Scott Bassage said every road has value to the town. Our ancestors put a lot of work into creating the roads. Toby said most of the roads he and John observed have value only to the owner as they are now a driveway leading to a house. He said that when the town took over roads, it provided a tax benefit to the owner. John Brabant said he agreed there is value, but the degree of value on Hackett Road is minimal. Many of these roads led to homesteads that no longer exist. Scott said he would agree in this case. Toby pointed out that the Ancient Roads Committee recommended discontinuance of Hackett Road, however, the road is observable and other selectboard members could walk  it in the spring. “You don’t have to decide now,” he said. John spoke to taking action now on all ancient roads since the ramifications of waiting are not known due to lack of clarity in the state statute. 

Toby made a motion to discontinue Hackett Road. Scott seconded the motion and the motion passed 4-0.
	
JD Bailey – This road is Konrady’s driveway (parcel #060020) off Woodbury Mountain Road. The Board discussed their differing opinions, the ancient road statutes passed by the legislature and the change in the statute. The Board decided to take roads under ¼ mile in length and address those roads first as there was most agreement on the shorter roads. 

Joseph Brown – ½ mile in length. At the site visit, property owner Rod Buck (parcel #051857) indicated to Toby and John his approval of discontinuance.

Tis Hawkins – 1/10 mile in length. At the site visit, property owner Rod Buck (parcel #051857) indicated his approval of discontinuance.

West Curtis Pond – 3/10 mile in length. At the site visit, Harriet Gallagher (parcel #051213) explained the road runs between her house and barn. She supports discontinuance. Toby said the road is unobservable from County Road and deadends on the other side of Curtis Pond from Harriet Gallagher’s. 

Nathan Hersey - .08 mile in length. Driveway of Maureen and William Russell property (parcel #430874).

Solomon Dodge – 1/10 mile in length. This is driveway to property of Adamant Music School. 

Sheple – John drove Toby on his tractor the entire length of the road. The road is on John’s property (parcel #480711).

A.S. Nelson – 1/3 mile in length off Lightening Ridge Road. At site visit, drove down half the length and observed its path into the woods. It is driveway to David Rogers, but continues into the woods. 

Elijah White spur – 1/20th of a mile in length off Max Gray Road. Observed a log landing used for timber. 

Perez Wheelock - .42 miles in length. Met with property owner Peter Brough (parcel #320674). He approves of discontinuance. 

Putnam – ¼ mile in length at northwest corner of Calais. No access. Toby and John did not attempt to view. 

Carver – a spur 1/10 mile in length off Route 14.

Ormsby – 1/3 mile in length. Lower par of Mirror Lake Road off to the left. 

Grist Mill II – In E. Calais Village.

Sparrow – Starts at Alice Blachly’s (parcel #460184), goes behind Andrew Nemethy’s (parcel #470121) and into the woods. Supposedly comes out on Martin Road but Toby and John could not find. 

Scott made a motion to discontinue the nine ancient roads that are under ¼ mile in length:  Hackett, JD Bailey, Tis Hawkins, Nathaniel Hersey, Elijah White, Putnam, Carver, Grist Mill II, Solomon Dodge. Denise seconded the motion and the motion passed 4-0.

John made a motion to take no action on six roads: Joseph Brown, West Curtis Pond, A.S. Nelson, Perez Wheelock, Ormsby, Sparrow. Scott seconded the motion. 

Scott said he would vote for the motion as the six roads are more than short little spurs. It is a benefit to everyone in town to have access to these ancient roads, especially for walking. Keeping them open treats everyone in town fairly and there is no change to the landowner.

John said he would vote against the motion. All but one road dead ends on private property, except for Sparrow Road where it could not be determined where it ended. (Denise clarified that a “yes” vote on the motion means the roads will sit where they are.) 

Charlotte Bassage spoke strongly in support of no action; “no action” is a legitimate action and it preserves these roads which have existed for many generations, she stated. We don’t know who in the future will own these property and if they will allow access. “They are precious,” she said, “and discontinuing closes off town resources to future generations.”  

Denise said she would vote “no” in order for each road to be voted on individually. John said the State statute expects the selectboard to take action. Scott said the decision needs to be in the best interests of the town. Rose said that since she was unable to attend the site visit, and missed most of the hearing due to her work schedule, she hesitated making a decision with the amount of information she had. Denise offered to meet with Rose to review the roads. John withdrew his motion and Scott withdrew his second. These six roads and Sheple road will be discussed at a future meeting. Rose thanked the selectboard for delaying the vote.

At 7:25pm the meeting was continued to another time and date to be determined.

Respectfully submitted,


Donna Fitch, Clerk
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