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Calais Planning Commission

Public Hearing/Meeting Minutes
 October 20, 2015
Present Members:  Rich Quelch, Jack Russell, Gary Root, Paul Rose, Janice Ohlsson, and John McCullough.
Visitor: Dot Naylor, Margaret Bowen, Neal Maker, Colleen Bloom, Victoria King, John Rosenblum, David Ellenbogen, Julie Hand, Scott Bassage, Steve Sweeney, and Tammy Leno.
Public Hearing – 7:10PM
John McCullough 
· Discussed Shoreland District changes in Zoning Regulations

· Would like to see members review the proposed changes:
· Change language to 20%

· .51 acre lot (200’ x 90’ road frontage)

With these changes, our shoreland district would be the same as the State requirements. 
Comments

· Do you know how much more land that is in the shoreland district, that is not already developed and these changes would apply to?
· Adamant is one area
· Is it true that if land is already subdivided, it is grandfathered in?

The subdivision would be grandfathered but not necessarily on new development on that properly. 

· If people have lots that were previously purchased, would these lots be grandfathered after these shoreland district changes are applied?




A variance would be required

· I don’t understand the logic of reducing the lot size from what it is today? 

· I believe I would have more opportunity for mediation at the state level than at the Town level. 

· A new building was just approved for development which created a greater impervious surface from the foundation.
· I’m against making the lot size smaller. We have enough development.

· Leave the lot size the same.
· I would like to see more options for development.
· Perhaps there is room for discussion about the lot size. The new State Shoreland Protection Act makes sense otherwise.

· There are other areas that could be flexible but we should keep the lot size the same.

· Read various opinions about the lot size.
· Could the ponds have different shoreland regulations?

· A pond association committee who takes actions to improve the water quality of a pond would have a greater impact on improving the water quality than changing the lot size.   

We will consider leaving the lot size.
We need to consider the people who live there. 

We need to consider the people who interpret our zoning regulations. 
· People are ruining the shore at Mirror Lake. We need to do what we can to restrict change.

· Ponds and Streams committee are opposed to any changes in the shoreland district.

· The Conservation Commission is fine with the state standards if the 3 acre lot size stays the same. 
· Additional ponds that fall within the 10 acre requirement: Sodom Pond, Watson Pond, Little Mud Pond. 
· Another opinion is read about the setback distance

· Can we have a scientist come to the second public hearing?

· Perhaps it would be beneficial 

· 5.3 – eliminate proposed changes

· 5.5 C and barn removal has been agreed to by the Historic Preservation Commission 

· 5.5 C – change the amount time for approval
· Change the side setback to driveways (steep slope section)15% grade 

· Curb cut should be on the less traveled road for a corner lot
· How do we charge for driveway/building permits?

End of Public Hearing – 8:50pm

8:51 – Planning Commission Meeting Begins

· John and Janice will review the driveway setback changes

· Eliminate changes to 5.3

· Gary will look at the approval time for Historic District permitted changes
· Discussed changing the Shore District Lot Size back to 3 acres
Gary made a motion to accept the changes as we discussed. Motion was seconded by Paul. Members voted in favor of the changes by voice. (6-0-0)
Changes will be sent to Rich. Rich will make changes to “Summary report…” document.
Meeting Minutes
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved without change by voice vote. (6-0-0)
Meeting adjourned at 9:28 PM




Notes recorded by Rich Quelch

