Calais Cemetery Commission Meeting Minutes
September 28, 2016
Town Hall
Present: John Simanskas, Fletcher Dean, Juanita Nunn, Jennifer Whitman, Randy Koch
Guests: Sexton Wyatt Healey, Juanita Boardman and Michelle Acciavatti
John called the meeting to order at 7:10. 
Minutes of the August 24th Commissioners’ meeting were reviewed and approved.
Sexton’s Report:
Wyatt reported that he has completed installation of chain-link fences at Ainsworth and Shortt Cemeteries. Janes Cemetery will need at least 40 granite posts for the 2017 replacement project. He has been pruning brush and tree limbs at both Fairview Cemeteries, which will require multiple truckloads to remove at $250 each. He warned that the presently private Poplar Hill Cemetery has been struggling financially and may soon be added to the care of the Calais Cemetery Commission. Also, Memorial Hall may be sold and the soldiers’ monument may have to be moved.

Condition of Cemeteries:
Randy reported that the cleaning and repair of headstones in Shortt Cemetery has been completed.
Calais Fall Foliage Event:

Jennifer reported that the planned horse and cart tours will not take place because the owner of the horses does not carry liability insurance.
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 to allow a presentation on green burials by Michelle Acciavatti of www.ending-well.com .

Michelle recommends that the by-laws be changed to allow a “vault-free” category for burials. She also recommends adding a waiver of liability for the condition of the body during and after burial. 

Michelle will lead a public forum on end of life plans and green burials on Thursday, October 27, at the Maple Corner Community Center. Potluck dinner at 6:00 and program to follow from 7-9 PM. Jennifer will handle public announcements and posters.
Cemetery Commission meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month in summer and bi-monthly thereafter.  
Next meeting November 16, 2016
7 PM

 Town Clerk’s Office
Respectfully submitted,
Fletcher Dean
October 3, 2016
