Calais Cemetery Commission Meeting Minutes
May 25, 2016
Town Hall
Present: John Simanskas, Fletcher Dean, Juanita Nunn, Jennifer Whitman, Randy Koch
Guest: Sexton Wyatt Healey
John called the meeting to order at 7:05.
Minutes of the April 27th Commissioners’ meeting were reviewed and approved.
Sexton’s Report:
Wyatt reported that mowing will be completed in all cemeteries prior to Memorial Day weekend. Calais Elem. School 3rd grade students are to install flags for veterans at Robinson Cemetery. 
Discussion followed about the cost of four granite corner posts which come with a plot purchase. John and Wyatt will research costs. 

Jennifer made a motion to advertise plot purchases on Front Porch Forum. Randy 2nd. Approved. Plot prices haven’t changed since last ratification in 2011. Juanita will inquire with neighboring towns to compare prices. Commissioners will put discussion of possible price increases on June meeting agenda.

Fletcher reported that the U-32 VT Youth Conservation Corps directors failed to connect with Wyatt prior to the scheduled May brush clearing in Old Fairview Cemetery.
Upcoming projects:
Randy received a quote from Kevin Wallbridge to pressure wash, set upright and repair headstones in Shortt Cemetery for $3,185. Project to commence in July.
Wyatt will purchase topsoil for grounds remediation and install new chain link fencing at Ainsworth and Shortt Cemeteries.
General discussion:

Jennifer said she’d like to coordinate a volunteer work day to spruce up Bliss Cemetery. She will also ask the Town Clerk to notify Commissioners upon transactions of plot sales and burials.

Fletcher reported that Rep. Ancel had not introduced legislation to change state statutes to allow trustees of public funds to invest cemetery endowments in the VT Community Foundation, along with many other non-profits. He’ll contact a trustee to pass on the details to her for the next legislative session.

There was discussion about documentation for services billed to the town. The Town Clerk had sent an email reporting that the Select Board has found no complaints with the current system. Commissioners will return to signing off on payroll and expense reports.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30.

Cemetery Commission meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month in summer and bi-monthly thereafter.  
Next meeting June 22, 2016
7 PM

 Town Hall
Respectfully submitted,
Fletcher Dean
June 1, 2016
