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NEPA THRESHOLD SCREENING 
PROPOSED TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER 

CALAIS-01 
VTEL SITE NO. 226 

1056 BAYNE COMOLLI ROAD 
CALAIS, VT 05650 

 

I. INTRODUCTION & SITE DESCRIPTION 

This report describes the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Threshold Screening 
performed by A&D Klumb Environmental, LLC (ADKE) for the proposed VTel Wireless, Inc. 
telecommunications facility, VTel Site 226 (Calais-01), to be located at 1056 Bayne Comolli 
Road, Calais, Washington County, VT. VTel Wireless, Inc. proposes to construct a 140-foot 
tall monopole tower within a 400 square foot lease area. The equipment cabinets, tower and 
transformer will be install within a 20-foot by 20-foot fenced compound within the lease area 
(Site). The tower will be located at 44°24'43.89"N/72°27'24.99"W. 
 

The purpose of the Threshold Screening was to identify potential issues that would trigger a 
NEPA EA submission. See Appendix A for a locus map and Appendix B for site plans. 

II. FCC NEPA SUMMARY 

The following information is based on research conducted by A&D Klumb Environmental, 
LLC during the completion of the NEPA Checklist under the criteria for environmental 
processing by the FCC under 47 CFR Part 1.1307. The NEPA Checklist is included following 
this report. 

Specific site impact categories reviewed include: officially designated wilderness areas; 
officially designated wildlife preserves, sanctuaries and refuges; threatened or endangered 
species or critical habitats; historical and archaeological sites listed or eligible for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places; Indian Religious Sites; flood plains; significant 
changes in surface features; and impacts from high intensity white lighting. These items were 
reviewed in accordance with guidelines set forth by 47 C.F.R 1.1307. 

ADKE gathered information regarding the property from the following sources: a site walk 
and viewshed survey, a government records database search, and written correspondence with 
local, state, and federal agencies. All written correspondence is included in Appendix C. 
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47 CFR 1.1307(a) 

(1) Is the proposed Tower located in an officially designated wilderness area?  

 

The Site is not located in an officially designated wilderness area. Wilderness databases and 

maps were reviewed and the project will not be located within any of the wilderness areas of 

Vermont or the United States. See Appendix A for the wilderness map. 

 

(2) Is the proposed Tower located in an officially designated wildlife preserve? 

 

The Site is not located in an officially designated wildlife preserve. ADKE reviewed the 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife online Vermont Wildlife Management Areas and Vermont Natural 

Resources Atlas and found that the project site will not impact any officially designated 

wildlife preserve, conservation land or critical wildlife areas. ADKE also reviewed the US 

Fisheries and Wildlife Refuge Map. See Appendix A for related maps.  

 

(3) Will the Tower affect listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical 

habitats? 

 

The Site does not affect listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitats. 

ADKE reviewed the online Vermont Natural Resource Atlas for Rare Threatened or 

Endangered Species as well as Significant Natural Communities and found that the Site is not 

within one of these areas. The project is in the vicinity of a deer wintering area, but has been 

designed to minimize impact to that important resource. ADKE also reviewed the response 

letter from the US Fisheries and Wildlife dated January 2015. The See Appendix A for the 

Natural Resource Atlas Map. See Appendix C for response letters. 

 

(4) Will the Tower affect National Register of Historical Places (NRHP) listed structures 

or areas, or will it affect NRHP eligible structures or areas? 

 

The potential impacts to National Register of Historic Places listed and eligible properties is 

still under review. The National Register of Historic Places and the State Register of Historic 

Places were reviewed for known properties within the ½ mile visual Area of Potential Effects. 

There are no National Register listed properties within ½ mile of the project site. There is one 

State Register listed property, SR 1219-36 the Maxwell House on Scribner Road in Woodbury. 

A visibility survey found that the tower will not be visible from the public way near this historic 

structure. 

 

(5) Will the Tower affect Indian Religious Sites? 

 

The effects on Indian Religious Sites is still under review. The interested tribes were contacted 

through the FCC TCNS system. Five tribes have responded that the project is within an area 

of their geographical interest.  

 

 

 

 



, 

Calais-01 - VTel Site 226 DRAFT NEPA Checklist Screening Report 

5/12/2015 

A&D Klumb Environmental, LLC 603-746-5065 

34 Centennial Dr, Webster, NH 03303 adke@klumbenv.com 

(6) Will the Tower be located in a Flood Plain? 

 

The Site will not be located in a flood plain. The FEMA Flood Map for this area was reviewed 

on April 28, 2015. The Site is located approximately 1,325 feet above sea level and the closest 

floodable area is Blue Pond located to the west of the project site and is approximately 1,260 

feet above sea level. See Appendix A for a copy of the FEMA map. 

 

(7) Will the construction of the facility involve a significant change in surface features 

(e.g. wetland fill, deforestation, or water diversion)? 

 

The project construction will not cause a significant change in surface features such as wetland 

fill, deforestation, or water diversion. A Wetland Scientist reviewed the site and found no 

Wetlands in the immediate vicinity of the project Site. The NWI map also shows no wetlands 

in the vicinity of the property. See Appendix A for the NWI Map.  

 

(8) Will High Intensity White Lights affect the area surrounding the Tower? 

 

High intensity white lights will not affect the area surrounding the tower.  The project is not 

proposing High intensity white lights for this Site. 

 

IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

This is a DRAFT report and conclusions have not yet been drawn. The NEPA Threshold 

Screening Checklist is attached. 

 

The observations in this NEPA Threshold Screening report are valid on the date of the Site 

reconnaissance and made under the limitations and conditions noted herein. 

 

It is our understanding that this NEPA Threshold Screening Report is to be used and distributed 

exclusively for purposes connected with the permitting for the telecommunications Site 

construction and operation. This NEPA Threshold Screening Report may be relied upon by 

others, as authorized by ADKE in writing, subject to the limitations set forth in this document 

and other referenced documents. 

 

 

DRAFT 

      

Audra Klumb, Architectural Historian, NH CWS #222 

President 
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REFERENCES 

1986 Woodbury VT USGS Quadrangle, Topographical Map 

FEMA Flood Maps accessed April 28, 2015 at: www.FEMA.gov 

National Wetland Inventory accessed April 28, 2015; 
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html 

Soil Survey Data accessed on April 28, 2015 at: 
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

US Fish and Wildlife Service - National Wildlife Refuges: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/planning/downloads/r5_av_map.pdf,                        
Accessed April 28, 2015 

Vermont Area of Natural Resources online mapping program, accessed April 1, 2015: 
http://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra/ 

Vermont Area of Natural Resources - Biofinder online mapping program, accessed April 28, 
2015: http://biofinder.vt.gov/biofindermap.htm

Wilderness online mapping program accessed April 28, 2015: http://www.wilderness.net/ 
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DRAFT 
PROPOSED TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER 

CALAIS-01 
VTEL SITE NO. 226 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS 
NEPA THRESHOLD SCREENING CHECKLIST 

47 CFR 1.1307 Site Impact Categories 
Site Development Impacts 

Anticipated 
  Yes No 

Is the proposed Tower located in an officially 
designated wilderness area?     

Is the proposed Tower located in an officially 
designated wildlife preserve?   

Will the Tower affect listed threatened or 
endangered species or designated critical 
habitats?   
Will the Tower affect National Register of 
Historical Places (NRHP)-listed structures or 
areas, or will it affect NRHP-eligible structures 
or areas?    

Will the Tower affect Indian Religious Sites?   

Will the Tower be located in a Flood Plain?   

Will the construction of the facility involve a 
significant change in surface features (e.g. 
wetland fill, deforestation, or water diversion)?  

Will High Intensity White Lights affect the 
area surrounding the Tower?   

Audra Klumb, Architectural Historian    Date 
CWS #222      
President 
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APPENDIX A 
 

AREA MAPS 
 

Locus Map 
FEMA Map 

Soil Map 
VT Natural Resource Atlas 

VT Natural Resources – Biofinder Map 
US Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Refuge Map 

NWI Map 
Wilderness Map 
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Soil Map—Washington County, Vermont 

Map Unit Legend 

Washington County, Vermont (VT023) 

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in A01 Percent of A01 

9A Rifle muck, 0 to 2 percent 
slopes, ponded 

10.7 1.1% 

18B Cabot sift loam, 0 to 8 percent 
slopes, very stony 

16.1 1.7% 

18C Cabot sift loam, 8 to 15 percent 
slopes, very stony 

1.4 0.1% 

66C Vershire-Dummerston 
complex, 8 to 15 percent 
slopes, rocky 

20.7 2.2% 

66D Vershire-Dummerston 
complex, 15 to 25 percent 
slopes, rocky 

202.1 21.3% 

66E Vershire-Dummerston 
complex, 25 to 60 percent 
slopes, rocky 

4.6 0.5% 

67C Glover-Vershire complex, 8 to 
15 percent slopes, very rocky 

111.3 11.7% 

67D Glover-Vershire complex, 15 to 
35 percent slopes, very rocky 

513.9 54.2% 

67E Glover-Vershire complex, 35 to 
60 percent slopes, very rocky 

29.8 3.1% 

W Water 37.3 3.9% 

Totals for Area of Interest 948.0 100.0% 

USDA Natural Resources 	 Web Soil Survey 	 4/2812015 
mol. Conservation Service 	 National Cooperative Soil Survey 	 Page 3 of 3 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Review Request Letters and Responses 
 
 

US Department of the Interior – Fish and Wildlife Services 
 

VT Fish and Wildlife Department 
 



TO" rum* 11.M.IFE 
FWAVICI: United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

New England Field Office 
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Concord, NH 03301-5087 
http://www.fws.govinewengland  

January 7, 2015 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) New England Field Office has determined that 
individual project review for certain types of activities associated with communication towers is 
not required. These comments are submitted in accordance with provisions of the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Due to the rapid expansion of the telecommunication industry, we are receiving a growing 
number of requests for review of existing and new telecommunication facilities in relation to the 
presence of federally-listed or proposed, threatened or endangered species, critical habitat, 
wilderness areas and/or wildlife preserves. We have evaluated our review process for proposed 
communications towers and believe that individual correspondence with this office is not 
required for the following types of actions relative to existing facilities: 

1. the re-licensing of existing telecommunication facilities; 
2. audits of existing facilities associated with acquisition; 
3. routine maintenance of existing tower sites, such as painting, antenna or panel 

replacement, upgrading of existing equipment, etc.; 
4. co-location of new antenna facilities on/in existing structures; 
5. repair or replacement of existing towers and/or equipment, provided such activities do 

not significantly increase the existing tower mass and height, or require the addition of 
guy wires. 

In order to obviate the need to contact this office in the future for individual environmental 
review for existing communication towers or antenna facilities, please note that we are not aware 
of any federally-listed, threatened or endangered species that are being adversely affected by any 
existing communication tower or antenna facility in the following states: Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut and Massachusetts. Furthermore, we are not aware of 
any existing telecommunication towers in federally-designated critical habitats, wilderness areas 
or wildlife preserves. Therefore, no further consultation with this office relative to the impact of 
the above referenced activities on federally-listed species is required. 



Sincerely you 

Thomas R. Chapman 
Supervisor 
New England Field Office 

2 
January 7, 2015 

Future Coordination with this Office Relative to New Telecommunication Facilities 

We have determined that proposed projects are not likely to adversely affect any federally listed 
or proposed species when the following steps are taken to evaluate new telecommunication 
facilities: 

1. If the facility will be installed within or on an existing structure, such as in a church 
steeple or on the roof of an existing building, no further coordination with this office is 
necessary. Similarly, new antennas or towers in urban and other developed areas, in 
which no natural vegetation will be affected, do not require further review. 

2. If the above criteria cannot be met, your review of our lists of threatened and endangered 
species locations within Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut and 
Massachusetts may confirm that no federally-listed endangered or threatened species are 
known to occur in the town or county where the project is proposed. 

3. If a listed species is present in the town or county where the project is proposed, further 
review of our lists of threatened and endangered species may allow you to conclude that 
suitable habitat for the species will not be affected. Based on past experiences, we 
anticipate that there will be few, if any, projects that are likely to impact piping plovers, 
roseate terns, bog turtles, Jesup's milk-vetch or other such species that are found on 
coastal beaches, riverine habitats or in wetlands because communication towers typically 
are not located in these habitats. 

For projects that meet the above criteria, there is no need to contact this office for further project 
review. A copy of this letter should be retained in your file as the Service's determination that no 
listed species are present, or that listed species in the general area will not be affected. Due to 
the high workload associated with responding to many individual requests for threatened and 
endangered species information, we will no longer be providing response letters for activities 
that meet the above criteria. This correspondence and the species lists remain valid until January 
1, 2016. Updated consultation letters and species lists are available on our website: 

hitp://www.fws.govinewengland/EndangeredSpec-Consultation.km (accessed January 2015) 

Thank you for your cooperation, and please contact Maria Tur of this office at 603-223-2541 if 
you need further assistance. 



A & D Klumb Environmental, LLC 

34 Centennial Drive 603-746-5065 
Webster, NH 03303 klumbenvironmental@klumbenv.com 

April 1, 2015 

Mr. John Austin 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department – Barre District Office 
5 Perry Street, Suite 40  
Barre, VT 05641 

RE: Proposed Telecommunications Facility, Calais, VT 

To John Austin: 

A & D Klumb Environmental, LLC is conducting a National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) review for the above referenced project at the request of our telecommunications 
client.  This proposed site is to be located off of 1056 Bayne Comolli Road, Calais, 
Washington County VT.  The proposed site will consist of the construction of a 140-foot tall 
monopole tower within a 20-foot by 20-foot fenced lease area. The utilities will be run 
approximately 575 feet within an On-ground Armored Cable Electric Service from an 
existing pole located within a utility corridor south of the proposed site. The 
Latitude/Longitude of the tower location is: 44o 24’ 43.89”N/72o 27’ 24.99”W and is shown 
on the attached map. 

The equipment cabinet, and all related equipment will be located within the 400 square foot 
fenced compound. Access to the site will be via an upgraded gravel woods road 
approximately 575 feet long from the property owner’s driveway off of Bayne Comolli Road. 

As part of A & D Klumb Environmental’s NEPA review, we would respectfully request that 
you review the tower site and its immediate surroundings for the presence of designated 
wilderness areas and wildlife preserves, the potential presence of threatened or endangered 
species; and proposed or designated critical habitats.  Please notify me by letter or email of 
any potential impacts on threatened or endangered species and critical habitats. 

A & D Klumb Environmental, LLC would like to thank you in advance for your earliest 
possible consideration of this matter.  Please contact me at (603) 746-5065 if you have any 
questions.

Sincerely, 

Sarah Cate 
Associate Project Manager 
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su:dect RE: Project Site Review - Calais, VT 
Fran 	Austin, John M <JohnM.Austintbstate.vt.us> 

To 	Sarah Cate <sarahitbldumbenv.com> 

Date 	2015-04-29 12:35 

Ms. Cate, 

You are correct that our Department communicated with Mr. Rinker regarding the proposed location of the 
telecommunication facility and addressed our concerns regarding impacts to deer winter habitat. If the project 
has changed from was agreed upon with Mr. Rinker, please advise and we will revisit the project_ 

Respectfully, 

John 

John M. Austin, CWB 
Lands & Habitat Program Manager 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department 
5 Perry Street, Suite 40 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-0197 

From: Sarah Cate [malto:sarah@k1lintenv•corri] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 1:38 PM 
To: Austin, John M 

Subject Project Site Review - Calais, VT 

Good Afternoon, 
Our Company has been hired to conduct a NEPA review for a proposed telecommunications site to be located off 
of 1056 Bayne Comoill Road, Calais, VT. I have been Informed that you have been speaking with Karl Rinker from 
Rinker Communications in regards to this Site and the deer wintering area. Along with the attached letter 
describing the project I am including the complete project plans and a locus map. Please let us know if the 
changes to the plans are okay in respect to the deer wintering area. Please let me know if there Is additional 
information that would assist you in your site review. 
Thank you for your assistance, 
Sarah 

Sarah Cate 
Associate Project Manager 
ABED Klumb Environmental, LLC 
34 Ceniemnal Drive 
Webster, NH 03303 
wwwklumbenv.corn 
603-746-5065 o 
603-254-9275 c 




