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SELECTBOARD MEETING

November 27, 2006







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Dot Naylor, John Audy, Jr., Toby Talbot, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant, Selectboard member


Holiday Meeting Schedule and January Meeting Schedule – The Selectboard discussed the upcoming holidays with regard to scheduling Selectboard meetings.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to change the date of the last regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting from December 25th to December 26th unless it can be avoided all together.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Nedene Martin made a motion to set the schedule for the January 2007 Selectboard meetings as follows: January 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


CVSWMD Questions on District Services & Report – John Brabant is formulating the response letter to the requested questions for Bill Powell and is not present this evening.  Nedene Martin and Heather Shouldice went to the Calais Recycling Depot last Saturday to ask people what services they would like.  They noted the clientele appeared to be Woodbury residents and Calais residents from the eastern side of town.  Nedene will get this information to John Brabant to incorporate into the response letter for the CVSWMD.  Some suggestions were opening the depot on time, ability to drop off trash mid-week, getting rid of demolition waste, household battery recycling, recycling all containers like wide mouth yogurt and cottage cheese containers, foam meat trays, tires (even if you had to pay a small fee), motor oil, paint, scrap metal, returnable bottle drop-off (proceeds to benefit an organization) and organizing a plant swap in the spring.  Nedene and Heather reported nobody had any complaints about the proposed new site on Route 14.


Selectboard Meetings Move to Calais Elementary School – Nedene Martin read the following proposed resolution.  

WHEREAS the Calais Town Hall is not well insulated and generally is not heated during the winter months and WHEREAS the Calais Elementary School is heated during the winter and by policy generously makes meeting space available for various Town government boards and commissions, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT in order to provided more comfortable space and save the time, effort and expense involved in heating the Town Hall for its meeting, the Calais Selectboard will meet in the Calais Elementary School on Lightening Ridge Road during the months of January through April 2007.  The Calais Selectboard will regularly meet on the second and last Mondays of each month at 7:00 p.m.  The meetings will take place in the music room when possible and in some other room when the music room is not available.  In May, 2007, the Calais Selectboard will resume meeting in the Calais Town Hall in Gospel Hollow.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to adopt the resolution as read.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


EMFD Building Project, Town Ownership Role and Process for Bond Vote – Greg Pelchuck, EMFD President, presented the Selectboard with a letter from Paul Giuliani, Esq., dated November 21, 2006 for discussion purposes only.  The letter explains three possible financing options the Towns and Department should consider.  Toby Talbot researched interest rates, the bond bank is just over 4%, and regular banks are about 7%.  

Toby gave the census population data from 2005 as follows:

Estimated Calais population

1552
36.5%

Estimated East Montpelier population
2699
63.5%
                                            Total
4251
100%

John Audy, Fire Chief, recommends the two Town Selectboards get together and decide how to come to some contractual agreement for the new fire station project.  The final site plan is 9,300 square feet John Audy said, noting we planned for the future but have come to a conservative compromise.  Paul Hannan will contact Edie Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, to set up a meeting of both Selectboards, possibly on December 18, 2006, which is the regular meeting night for the EM Selectboard.  Paul Hannan spoke for the Selectboard saying “We will not stand in the way of getting an article on the Town Warning for March”.  Toby and John Audy said public information meetings would be held to get the word out to townspeople.  A Fact Sheet is available in the local stores and Town Clerk’s Offices.  Toby will forward the Fact Sheet to Nedene Martin for inclusion on the Town’s website.


Curtis Pond Dam: Discuss Results of Ballot Advisory Questions – The Selectboard discussed at length the results of the four advisory questions on the ballot on Election Day.  They attempted to figure out what the voters meant by the ballot results.  In Heather Shouldice’s opinion, the Selectboard needs to figure out the ownership issue first before trying to come up with questions for the voters.  Paul Hannan will call Paul Gillies, Esq., to see what he thinks the next steps should be.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  

Other Business 

· John Brabant needs to get the minutes from the last meeting to Ernie Englehardt regarding the upgrade of a portion of Lightening Ridge from Class 3 to Class 2 road.

· Denise Wheeler presented the Selectboard with a draft letter of support for The Health Center in Plainfield as they apply for FQHC status.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the letter of support for The Health Center in Plainfield as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise noted The Health Center recently received a $22,000.00 grant towards their capital campaign for a major renovation and expansion.

· Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, has four applicants interested in the on-call driver position.  Heather will call Don to schedule interviews for the candidates.

· Paul Hannan read a letter he received from a disabled veteran in Town about an exemption of property value for his property.  Nedene Martin will research the issue and get the State Statute in order for the Selectboard to adopt a resolution if necessary.  Janet Ancel and the Secretary of State Office were named as possible resources.

Update on Zoning Violations and Appeals– Heather Shouldice made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing zoning violations and appeals with the Zoning Administrator.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Selectboard has been following the Thompson case, a proposed development of a parcel on Nelson Pond.  The Thompson’s have come before the Development Review Board and been denied necessary permits five times.  The Town of Calais has spent $13,000.00 in legal fees saying no to this project and now the DRB is on the verge of granting a permit.  The Selectboard wanted party status in the matter and was granted party status enabling the Selectboard to put forth its case.  The Selectboard has a five-page letter from Joe McLean, Esq., stating the Selectboard opinion.  Nedene Martin made a motion for the Selectboard to formally request party status in the Thompson case now pending before the DRB and that we submit to the DRB the letter from the Town’s attorney with a cover letter from Paul Hannan.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Tentative Agenda for the December 11th Meeting

· Review and approve Selectboard minutes for 11/6, 11/13, and 11/27

· Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Zoning Bylaws

· EMFD new fire station building project, financing, etc.

· Curtis Pond Dam – response from Paul Gillies, Esq.

· Historic Preservation Grant

Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:12pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

