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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

September 8, 2008






                          7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Anne Winchester, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Candice Shaffer, Bill Davis, Reed Cherington, Bill Powell, Paul Scheckel and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the August 25th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Other Business – Members of the Conservation Commission Trails Committee, Reed Cherington and Candice Shaffer, came before the Selectboard to present a Plan for Administration of a Walking Trail Network in Calais (see document).  This “pilot” trail would run from the Worcester Road or Collar Hill Road, south to the abandoned portion of Longmeadow Hill Road, thence into Worcester on an existing trail.  During the beginning pilot phase, possibly two years long, it was recommended the town be the sponsoring organization, similar to the sponsorship of the Calais Swim Program.  All landowners on this proposed trail have been contacted except for one that lives out-of-state.  The Selectboard urged the committee to develop a charge or purpose and report back at the next Selectboard meeting.


Heating Outreach: Continued Discussion – Bill Powell, Town Energy Coordinator, and Paul Scheckel, Calais resident and energy efficiency expert, were present to further discuss local heating outreach in light of high energy costs and the upcoming heating season.  Button Up Vermont, a two-hour training session, will be held at the Maple Corner Community Center to teach people how to improve energy efficiency in their homes.  According to the Calais Town Plan, the Town should appoint an Energy Committee, which Bill Powell agreed to help facilitate.  Paul Scheckel, Bill Davis and Denise Wheeler agreed to serve on this committee along with Bill Powell.  More volunteers will be recruited through MapleCorner.net newsletter.  The Selectboard will approve a charge for the Energy Committee; the committee will develop a set of objectives and tasks to complete the charge.


Voting tabulator for Calais – The Selectboard discussed putting the question before the voters to decide if Calais should use a vote tabulator for official ballot counting.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to hold a Special Town Meeting on Monday, October 13, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall to see if the townspeople will authorize the use of a vote tabulator.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The notice will be duly warned 30 days prior to the special meeting.


Schedule a Joint Meeting of the Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards and East Montpelier Fire Department – EMFD has requested a joint meeting with the respective Selectboards to present the detailed plan to start an ambulance service to serve Calais and East Montpelier.  Proposed meeting dates were discussed but no final date was set this evening.  When a date is agreed upon, the Selectboard will warn the informational meeting.


Tisbert Access & Right-of-Way Permit Application – The Selectboard again reviewed the application to work in the town right-of-way on #10 Pond.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the permit with the following conditions: traffic cones and warning signs need to visible to warn oncoming traffic while the work is in progress and the travel lane must not be blocked; construction vehicles must park elsewhere.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Environmental Court Decision: Barbara Noordsij – The Selectboard has received the Decision and Order and Judgment Order concluding the enforcement action between the Town of Calais and Barbara Noordsij.  The Environmental Judge ordered the defendant pay the Town of Calais a total penalty of $24,695.00 (representing $695.76 for Zoning Administrator’s time and costs plus $23,999.16 for attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the Town).  The defendant has 30 days to appeal the decision dated August 29, 2008.


Various Resignations and Reappointment Efforts – The Selectboard received a letter of resignation from Peter Harvey on the Historic Preservation Commission (term expires 2009) and Curtis Johnson on the Conservation Commission (term expires 2011).  The Selectboard thanked Peter for his contributions on the Historic Preservation Commission and will strive to fill these vacancies soon.


Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant informed the Selectboard that Brian Fitzgerald has replaced Bob Finucane at ANR since Bob retired.  John and Brian Fitzgerald discussed The Water Resources Development Act grant money, in which the Army Corp of Engineers would be involved and Brian strongly urged Calais not to take the money.  That is the conjecture John came upon.

· Batten Road / Knight Engineering bill – John Brabant reported that Steve Duke is not returning John’s calls regarding this unpaid bill.  John has notified Knight Engineering of the same.

· Chapin Road subdivision and upcoming lot auction was discussed.  Chad Scribner has not paid the Town $3,000.00 for road improvements on the Class 3 portion of Chapin Road as he agreed to do.  We are not sure which lot is up for auction.  

· DRB public hearing will be held on September 9, 2008.

· Paving TH 64 – Paul Hannan notified Pat Malone that he needs to apply for a permit to work on any town road.  Pat Malone paved part of TH 64 for use as his driveway.  Pat Malone will apply for a permit.

· Lightening Ridge Road repaving job is done with the exception of painted lines.  Cy Lamberton will ask the State AOT District 6 to paint stop lines.  Rose Pelchuck suggested installing guardrails on the north side of the road on the bend above the steep embankment.  Max Gray Road now has a paved apron where it meets Route 14 and the width of both roads was narrowed down.

· Joint meeting of the Calais Selectboard and School Board will be held Tuesday, September 16th at 6:15pm at Calais Elementary School.  The agenda will include home heating and shared interest in the generator among other things.

Tentative Agenda for September 29th Meeting

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Conservation Commission Trails Committee – further discussion

· Appoint Energy Committee and approve charge

· Chapin Road subdivision – further discussion

· Run-off from Town roads mitigation

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:05pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

