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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

November 30, 2009







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Dot Naylor, Peter Harvey, Gary Schultz, Jill Schultz, Josh Schultz, Gail Graham, Fred Bushway, George Morse, Steve Perkins, Mary Richards, Art Edelstein, Tracy Perry, Scott Perry, Chris Miller, Sandy Buck, Rod Buck, Paul Weisbart, Lillian Weisbart, Jay Copping, Matt Lutz and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Scott Bassage

Actions:


Approval of the October 12th Meeting Minutes – Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.


Approval of the November 9th Meeting Minutes - Anne Winchester suggested some changes to the minutes.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Dog Complaint Public Hearing – At the onset of the hearing, Denise Wheeler asked her neighbors from Bayne Comolli Road if there was any objection to her participating in this matter since she lives on the same road.  No objections were heard.  The Selectboard received three letters from residents on Bayne Comolli Road complaining about dog(s) owned by Scott and Tracy Perry.  The dogs, unconfined at times, have been aggressive to people and bitten other dogs.  Fred Bushway, Pound Keeper & Constable, has called the Perry’s to notify them of the complaints, noting at the time the animals were unlicensed.  After hearing from both the Perry’s and neighbors that complained, it was agreed the Perry’s dogs would be kept on their property with the aid of an electric underground fence with accompanying collars by the end of this week.  Furthermore, the Selectboard informed the Perry’s that if the town receives another complaint, the Pound Keeper has the authority under the Animal Nuisance Ordinance to take the dog(s) and a fine will be levied.


Discussion about Town Highway 8 – The Selectboard received a letter from Tarrant, Marks & Gillies hired by Paul and Lillian Weisbart to inform the town of their intent to erect a gate at the entrance of a logging road, which may or may not be the access to TH8.  Anne Winchester proposes the Selectboard have a site visit on Saturday, December 12, 2009 with Randy Fitch, Ethelyn Martin and any other townspeople that may know some history about this road and where it meets the Calais Worcester Road.  Anne Winchester reported neither Paul Weisbart nor Paul Hannan have documentation citing specific location of the road.


Some time later, Paul and Lillian Weisbart arrived at this meeting to add some points.  Paul Weisbart noted this is a complex issue as his surveyor and legal team have discovered.  Paul noted one part of the old road from 1856 was discontinued and another report shows it moved to another location.  From a legal survey, Paul Weisbart asserts, “This is not the entrance”.  The Weisbart’s have made improvements to the internal network of logging roads on their property and have found their roads are getting torn up and would like to stop this behavior.  The Weisbart’s respectfully request to be a party to the site visit but will be away for an extended period until January.  The Selectboard and the Weisbart’s agreed Paul Weisbart would be allowed to put up a gate, remove the No Trespassing Sign from the gate and plan a site visit in the spring after the snow melts.  (Therefore, the planned site visit for December 12th is cancelled.)


Appointments for New Town Auditors – As previously discussed at the Special Selectboard Meeting on November 25, 2009, the three Town Auditors, Jill Schultz, Gail Graham and Nancy Purchase, have resigned effective immediately.  The Selectboard agreed to contact four CPA firms to obtain cost estimates to have the town audit complete by January for inclusion in the annual town report.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint former town auditors Bill Bates and Clyde Cassidy as town auditors to fill two positions until Town Meeting Day 2010.  The Selectboard will continue to seek a third auditor.  All auditors will be up for election at Town Meeting 2010.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Jeff Fothergill, Calais resident, agreed to do a consulting audit in conjunction with the town auditors free of charge.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to accept Jeff Fothergill’s generous offer to help our town auditors.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


2009 Proposed Changes to the Land Use & Development Regulations from the Planning Commission – Jack Russell, Chair, and Gary Root, Vice Chair, provided the proposed changes to the zoning regulations with details.  The changes reflect extensive collaboration with the Development Review Board, having met twice to fine tune the changes.  Overall, the changes reflect defining our terms, include suggestions from the DRB and more clearly define the purpose of each zoning district in order to bring the zoning regs in line with the Town Plan Jack Russell reported.  Changes to the flood plain sections are almost finished.  The Selectboard reviewed the 13-page document up to page 11, which will resume next time.  


Potential Conflict of Interest & Ancient Roads in Calais – The Selectboard received letters from Conrad Smith and Paul Hannan asking John Brabant to recuse himself from discussions and deliberations about ancient roads in Calais because he has an ancient road on his property.  The Selectboard gave John Brabant, Selectboard member, the time to publicly state his position on this issue.  John Brabant reported he has an ancient road on his property.  John received legal advice from two attorneys, including one from the Vermont League of Cities & Towns that reviewed the issue.  According to John, both attorneys concur that it is not a conflict of interest in ancient roads in general and both attorneys concur that John can be part of the discussions on the ancient road on his property.  As John Brabant has previously stated at the October 12th meeting, John will recuse himself from discussions and deliberations pertaining only to the ancient road on is property.


Other Business: At the beginning of the meeting tonight, Anne Winchester said that Bill Powell, our rep to CVSWMD could not attend the budget meeting on December 2, 2009 and we would need a volunteer in Bill’s absence.  On further reading, she discovered that the town needed an alternate and whoever attended the budget meeting would kindly agree to fill that position.  John Brabant volunteered – Denise moved, and Cy seconded to appoint John Brabant as Calais alternate to the CVSWMD.  Passed 3-0-1.

Chris Miller came before the Selectboard requesting a letter confirming the Selectboard agrees with State statutes about zoning, specifically 24VSA section 4472, further noting he is not in violation of any of his zoning permits.  Chris noted his property is about to be sold and the closing is tomorrow and he needs this in writing by that time.  Dorothy Naylor, Zoning Administrator, reported she provided copies of documents at the town office last Thursday to a paralegal as they requested but she never said Mr. Miller was in violation of his permits.  The Selectboard agreed to have Anne Winchester contact Joe McLean, Esq. first thing tomorrow and ask him to call Oliver Trombley, Esq. in Barre who is representing Chris Miller in this real estate matter to discuss the town’s position.


Tentative Agenda Items for the December 14th Meeting

· Hiring a new engineer for the Curtis Pond Dam
· EMFD legal documents from Steve Stitzel, Esq.
· Continue review of proposed changes to the Zoning Regulations (beginning pg. 11)
· Mountain Tamers Snowmobile Club: use of some roads to connect to trails
· Report from State Representative Janet Ancel
· Finalize Emergency Operations Plan with substitutes in various positions
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
