Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

July 19, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Jack Russell, Gary Root and Anne Winchester.

Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 

Transportation Sub-Committee Report


Denise reported that the last meeting was used to discuss, and to review, the process in comparing the transportation areas of the Town Plan to the Zoning Regulations. The committee’s approach is to have two people, Peter and Rich, to electronically search for key words in both documents. Denise and Gary will read through both documents and will focus on thoroughly identifying the differences. Additionally, Gary and Denise will create a Table of Contents for easy referencing. All work will be delivered to Rich, where he will combine all findings into two comparable documents


General discussion was generated, concerning the final deliverables to the Planning Commission and to the Selectboard. The Transportation Sub-Committee intends to present two comparable documents, as well as our recommendations, to the Planning Commission. It will then be the decision of the PC whether or not the document needs to be reviewed by Chris Walsh of the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission.


Further discussion was made about the next phases and what documents would be used. Additionally, it was briefly discussed how this is relevant to Class 4 Roads.

Telecommunication Amendment Report


Scott reported on the Telecommunications Amendment Sub-Committee’s progress, in clarifying the current Telecommunication Facility Regulation, under Article 4 Section 4.11 in the Zoning Regulations. 

Scott explained that the process includes the task of comparing Section 4.11 to the VT League of Cities and Town’s Revised Model Telecommunications Facilities Ordinance. Scott spoke with Chris Walsh and Chris agreed that he was moving in the right direction. Scott stated that his changes will include revised definitions and reasonable adjustments. Scott estimated the final document to be between eight and ten pages in length. 

Some discussion included questions about how the changes can be accepted and it was agreed that the changes would only be clarifying the existing regulations. There also was a question about whether the Town Plan should be revised to include the changes. Gary volunteered to review the Town Plan for areas that include the Telecommunications Regulations.

Zoning Administrator Questions


There were no questions from Dot to address, but Anne asked the question of whether or not we should be addressing any issues, within the Zoning Regulations, that Dot finds as questionable or problematic. Everyone agreed that we should be addressing any issues, while we continue with our other tasks. Rich agreed to begin creating a “To Do” list, beginning with the first task of making changes to the Policy On Access To Town Highways By Deeded Right-Of-Way.
New Business


Jack received information about a situation involving an individual who intends to generate Solar Power. Peter explained that the individual must inform the public of his intentions, involving Solar Power. Jack asked if anyone was interested in receiving copies of the information.

Minutes Review

The minutes of our previous meeting were reviewed and accepted by all present members. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45

