February 8, 2010, Minutes

Continued, Page 2


SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

February 8, 2010    







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Dot Naylor, Bill Powell, Peter Adamczyk, Wayne Morse, Elizabeth Morse, Wilson E. Hughes, Nedene Martin, Peter Brough and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:

Approval of the January 11th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes and made some changes.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the January 18th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard requested language at the top of the page indicated this meeting was a continuation of the January 11th meeting.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the January 25th and January 30th Meeting Minutes – were tabled.


Annual Highway Mileage Certificate – The Selectboard reviewed the road mileage data, which is unchanged from last year as follows:

Class 2 roads
18.45 miles

Class 3 roads
54.76 miles

Class 4 roads
12.54 miles

State highway
6.902 miles

                                                               Total miles      80.112 miles of roads in Calais

Wayne Morse presented a letter to the Selectboard dated February 6, 2010 requesting a section of TH 44 that was used prior to the road being relocated in 1971 be included on the annual highway mileage certificate and placed on the highway map (a distance of 450 feet or approx. 0.08 mile).  Anne Winchester explained the Selectboard needs time to review this request and cannot act on this request at this meeting.  Anne would put this on a future agenda and block off some time after having had time to go through the material presented.

Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the annual highway mileage report as presented and submit it to the State Agency of Transportation.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Clean Energy Assessment Districts – Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) in Vermont – Peter Adamczyk, Energy Finance and Development Manager from Vermont Energy Investment Corporation gave a presentation about what PACE is and how it works.  If the Town of Calais became a Clean Energy Assessment District, the town would act as an intermediary with a property owner and bank/finance agency to finance energy improvements to decrease net energy use.  The cost is paid through property assessment on the annual tax bill on the property and stays with the property in the event the property is sold.  You can use the equity in your home to borrow for energy improvements and the benefits remain with the home when you sell it (transferability).  Peter strongly recommends using a qualified installer for these home improvements.  A town can opt out.  Peter Adamczyk believes the PACE program has a very sound set of policies that can produce energy savings and decrease carbon emissions.  Eighteen states have laws to allow PACE districts.  Bill Powell noted Washington Electric Co-op can show support for what VEIC is doing.  Surrounding towns within the next year are pulling this together in their towns to see if the townspeople would like to opt in.  There will be a forum in March in central Vermont to put the word out.  Peter Adamczyk will keep the town informed.  Online resources for more information are available at www.veic.org/PACE.  


Notice of Small Claims Court Matter – Anne Winchester informed the Selectboard Doug Lilley is suing the town for tax stabilization money ($2,715.66) he believes he should have been entitled to receive.  The Selectboard has to sign the form and write a reply.  Anne Winchester has a draft letter to the court that was reviewed.  The Selectboard agreed to hire an attorney to review the draft letter and represent the Town in Small Claims Court.

Nuisance Dogs Compliant – The Selectboard discussed a letter received from Norman & Diane Scolaro of 158 Moscow Woods Road in East Calais.  More information is necessary since the letter did not name the dog’s owner.  Second Constable, Wilson Hughes, offered to follow up with Pound Keeper, Fred Bushway, about whose dogs are trespassing on the Scolaro’s property.  Cy Lamberton also offered to contact Fred.  More to follow. 


Selectboard Reports:

· McCullough Crushing, Inc. Gravel Pit Expansion – Scott & Fred McCullough have been granted an ACT 250 Permit with conditions to expand their operation in East Calais.  The permit was appealed to Environmental Court by neighbors and the appellants.  The Selectboard agreed to ask attorney, Joe McLean, to put in a notice of appearance with the court on behalf of the town.  Anne Winchester explained this doesn’t mean the town is contesting the permit but by entering the notice of appearance, the town will receive all written correspondence and notices relating to the case.  Denise Wheeler can no longer serve as Selectboard liaison on this matter; Scott Bassage agreed to fulfill that position.

· Auditing of town records – Denise Wheeler asked for an update from Jeff Fothergill and has not heard back from him.  Don Singleton, although he agreed to serve as auditor, was not appointed because he was the Road Commissioner and work is part of the audit.  Jeff Fothergill agreed to be an interim town auditor.

· Finance Agreement on the new emergency services facility – Anne Winchester presented a draft from Rob Chickering, E.M. Selectboard Chair, “Agreement Between the Towns of Calais and East Montpelier for Sharing of Land Improvements for Housing Fire and Emergency Services”.  Anne stated Rob Chickering now thinks the Town of Calais should be on the land deed for the new facility.  Anne is not sure if this is the consensus of the E.M. Selectboard or Rob alone.  Anne will discuss the matter with Steve Stitzel, Esq.

Liquor & Tobacco License Application: Adamant Co-op Store – The Selectboard reviewed the applications for a liquor license and a tobacco license for the Adamant Co-op Store.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the liquor and tobacco licenses for the Adamant Co-op Store as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Cy Lamberton made a motion to recess at 9:00pm until Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 7:00pm for the purpose of continuing the warned agenda items.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

