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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

August 27, 2007






             
  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester

Actions:


Approval of the August 13th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made one correction.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  In the Orders, $1,730.00 was approved for the design and printing of the Design Review Guidelines by the Historic Preservation Commission.  Peter Harvey reported, once complete and approved, all residents of the Design Review District will receive a copy as well as the members of the Selectboard, Planning Commission, Development Review Board and the Town Clerk.


CVSWMD Review of Lease for Depot on Moscow Woods Road – not yet available from the attorney reviewing it for the Town.


Other Business
· Status of East Calais dog issue – Nedene Martin reported the dog has not been seen lately and appears it is no longer around.  Nedene did inquire with the Central Vermont Humane Society regarding our contract for services and was told the contract allows them to take in stray animals, not vicious animals.  The Vermont Animal Control Officer Association can be a resource for trainings and assistance Nedene reported.  The Selectboard agreed to continue this discussion and possibly clarify the present Animal Nuisance Control Ordinance.

· Hazard Mitigation Grant Program – Denise Wheeler spoke to Ray Doherty from Vermont Emergency Management Agency and was encouraged to apply for grant funds relating to the July 11, 2007 storm.  Ray Doherty can help with cost/benefit analysis calculations and there is no minimum threshold amount for damages.  Denise reported the funds expended on gravel are not eligible from FEMA but possibly through the State.  Denise also noted that the Town might be able to obtain some grant funds for the Curtis Pond Dam if it were publicly owned.  Paul Hannan requested Denise find out if this is a grant program unrelated to storms and will it still be available in 2008.

· Incident Command Training for the Selectboard – Toby Talbot, Emergency Plan Coordinator, has notified Paul Hannan about an upcoming training session for Selectboard members on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at 7:00pm at Central Vermont Medical Center in Conference Room 3.  Prior to this IS402 training, it is recommended the Selectboard take the online IS800 independent study course.  Paul will confirm details with Toby and individuals will register for the training.

· Site Visit re: Sayers/Duke matter – Paul Hannan requested a member of the Selectboard meet with Eric Goddard, Independent Engineer, on August 30th at 8:00am.  John Brabant offered to attend on behalf of the Selectboard.  Denise Wheeler will notify Peg Bowen.

· Municipal Retirement System – Denise Wheeler spoke to Cynthia Webster, State Retirement System Director, and she is willing to meet with the Selectboard to explain the municipal retirement system.  Paul Hannan will place her name on the September 10th agenda.  Paul asked Denise to see if Ms. Webster is available to meet with the Road Crew during the day so they would not have to attend an evening meeting to learn about the plan.

· Mailbox Baseball – Paul Hannan reported recent mailbox vandalism has been happening in Town, including his mailbox.  Don Singleton has informed Paul that it seems to be happening on Saturday nights and vandals are damaging road signs, too.  Paul will contact the Sheriff’s Department to see if they can patrol this Labor Day weekend and on Saturday nights.

· Policy / Process for Social Service Groups to apply for Town Funding – In a recent conversation between Paul Hannan and Eva Morse, it became clear that the Town should articulate in the minutes it’s policy/process for nonprofit organizations to apply for Town funds at Town Meeting Day.  Nedene Martin made a motion to adopt the following procedure: The first time a group seeks funding, the Selectboard asks that a petition be filed as described in law and that the supplemental questionnaire be filled in; if the petition is in order, the item will appear on the warning in the amount requested.  From any group that successfully requested Calais funding the prior year we do not require a petition, however we do ask for an updated questionnaire to be submitted in a timely manner.  Any time the voters deny a funding request, we require in the following year that the group submit a petition along with their updated questionnaire.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan noted it was the intent of the Selectboard to revise this procedure in the spring at the same time the questionnaire form was revised.

· Radar Detector / Traffic Calming Device – Rose Pelchuck reported she contacted Cy Lamberton as requested and the Towns of Plainfield and Marshfield need to be contacted to locate the device.  Cy is willing to bring it to Town at his convenience and set it up.  Paul asked Rose to follow up on getting the equipment to Calais.  

Tentative Agenda for September 10th Meeting

· Municipal Retirement Plan Discussion with Cynthia Webster (7:15pm)
· Kellogg-Hubbard Library 5-year plan with Martin Hahn and Marialisa Calta (7:45pm)
· Class 4 Roads Maintenance Discussion

· “Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way” ordinance

· John Cookson regarding trash collection at Calais Depot on Moscow Woods Road

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:18pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  John Brabant made a motion to resume regular session at 8:47pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 8:49pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

