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SELECTBOARD MEETING

February 9, 2004






                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending:  Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Kent Morse, Ben Naylor, Dot Naylor, Charlie Phillips, Jody Gladding, Peter Harvey, Virginia Rasch, Wayne Morse, Nick Emlen, Stuart Savage and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the January 26th Meeting Minutes – Other Business on page 2, it should read Bob Withey gave the Selectboard a letter from the Conservation Commission informing them that the Bliss Pond Town Forest Management Plan is being updated.  Also change the date of the next meeting to February 9th not the 10th.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended above.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Office Building Committee – The Selectboard noted the building is progressing and the roof trusses are up.  John McCullough and Jim Clark reviewed the following request for payment and submitted it for payment.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve $20,880.00 payment to Blue Ridge Construction.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Kellogg-Hubbard Library Update – Charlie Phillips and Jody Gladding, Library Board Members, presented a document to the Selectboard outlining cost saving measures at the library, 2003 strategic plan (at a glance) and a graph showing the new way communities are assessed based on circulation and patrons in each member town.  Charlie Phillips reported it had been a very active year with 40,000 more people using the library this past year.  Towns not in the service area will now pay for a library card.  The VanGo Mobile is funded through grants for this year and next year.  Planning is underway for future funding for the mobile library to continue.  The circulation numbers presented tonight do not include the VanGo Mobile.


Liquor Licenses – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the following applications for liquor licenses: Maple Corner Store, Adamant Co-op Store, General Store of East Calais and Farm House Café.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The approved applications will be forwarded to the State.


Calais Planning Commission – The Selectboard received a request by the Planning Commission to formally withdraw the November 4, 2003 edition of the Proposed New Zoning Regulations.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the above request to withdraw the November 4th edition and expects to receive the new version at the February 23, 2004 meeting.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Conservation Commission – Nick Emlen reported a sub-committee has been rewriting the Bliss Pond Town Forest Management Plan and will rewrite the other two town forest plans in the future.  Nick referred to the mandate in the Calais Town Plan to update the forest management plans periodically (last update in 1985).  Nick doesn’t envision any changes in uses in the town forest; rather it’s more of a broad study.  Virginia Rasch clarified some details on the rewrite process.  A public hearing will be held to discuss the draft plan, a re-draft will be written, and then given to the Selectboard for final approval.  


U-32 Budget – Stuart Savage, Calais representative board member, discussed the U-32 annual report, Act 68 changes and the new school tax rate.  If both the Calais Elementary School and U-32 budgets are approved the tax rate will be $1.66.  This represents a 3.9% increase in the operating budget secondary to health insurance increases and mandatory salary increases.  Stuart discussed the WCSU district office dilemma.  The U-32 Board is asking for funding up to $200,000.00 for a purchase and use agreement for a new central office, location not yet decided upon.  The Selectboard expressed their appreciation to Stuart for his participation on this board.


Review Highway Mileage for State Aid – Cy Lamberton reported there are 72.63 total miles of road in Calais, with no changes in any road classifications since last year.  Randy Fitch made a motion to accept the Certificate of Highway Mileage for the Agency of Transportation.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Selectboard accepted a letter from Wayne & Betty Morse dated 2/9/04 under advisement.


Other Business – Nedene Martin questioned how the matter regarding Wayne Morse and Chuck Storrow was addressed with Gloria Rice (re: Town of Calais involvement).  Nedene would like the town to have a paper record of Gloria Rice’s conclusion.  Bob Withey stated Gloria Rice stands by her previous opinion; the Selectboard is a legislative authority not a judicial authority.  Nedene Martin made a motion to request Gloria Rice’s opinion in writing, listing all the documents she reviewed.    The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Tentative Agenda Item for the February 23rd Meeting
· Finish plans for Town Meeting Day

· Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Town Office Building Committee

· Traffic Calming Equipment with Rep. Heather Shouldice

· Set tentative dates for public hearings and vote on Proposed New Zoning Regulations

· Engineering Study & Evaluation of Curtis Pond Dam

Randy Fitch made a motion to adjourn at 8:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Assistant Clerk

