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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
May 11, 2009






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Gail Graham, Marge Garfield, Toby Talbot, Larry Orr, Steve Cusick, Addie Cusick, Phil Tonks, Reed Cherington and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of April 27th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made some changes to the minutes as presented.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Conservation Commission Request: Soule Property Conservation Easement Donation to VLT – At the December 8, 2008 meeting, the Selectboard approved a $3,000.00 expenditure from the Conservation Fund for expenses to be paid to the Vermont Land Trust to conserve Allen Soule’s property on Max Gray Road.  Subsequently, the funds were not needed and never paid.  Steve Cusick, Conservation Commission Chair, came before the Selectboard this evening to again request the funds for legal work and processing the endowment to permanently protect a 20-acre parcel owned by Allen Soule.  The Conservation Commission has reviewed the request and voted unanimously to recommend the Selectboard approve this expenditure.  They recommend this parcel warrants protection for the following reasons: the land matches a wildlife corridor on Max Gray Road, has scenic value to view the Kingsbury Branch valley and it makes for a total 345 acre parcel of conserved land.  This parcel, previously owned by the Town of Plainfield, has a deed covenant restriction that prohibits development of the land.  There is a town map of all conserved land with conservation easements kept in the records of the Vermont Land Trust.  John Brabant expressed his opinion that the land did not need an extra level of protection at the cost associated with this as being unnecessary.  Scott Bassage made a motion to authorize the Conservation Commission expenditure of $3,000.00 for expenses to be paid to the Vermont Land Trust to conserve Allen Soule’s 20-acre property on Max Gray Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.  


Conservation Commission Update – Steve Cusick, Chair, reported last fall the Selectboard approved the revised Conservation Fund Guidelines and have since developed a nice brochure to inform townspeople about the program of conserving land in Calais.  The Conservation Commission plans to go through tax maps seeking landowners with 100 acres or more and contact them this summer to give them a letter and brochure.  If the Selectboard knows of anyone interested in conserving a large parcel, let Steve Cusick know.  Some brochures will be available at the Town Office.  The Natural Areas Committee is inventorying wildlife species observed crossing wildlife corridors in town.  The Lakes & Ponds Group continues to monitor water quality.  The Better Back Roads Program offers grants to improve roads and mitigate erosion control.  The Conservation Commission has grant proposal in the works and is looking for a contractor that can do the work.  Steve noted at least three or four acutely bad roads that could use work to alleviate erosion.

Vehicles Damaging Leonard Road, Class 4 Road – The Selectboard reported on the recent site visit of Leonard Road near Gail Graham’s house to view damage being done to the road.  Leonard Road is not the only Class 4 road being used by “mudders” and being damaged.  Anne Winchester outlined the options: do nothing, put up a sign, make it a pent road or a legal trail.  Anne suggested the Trails Committee look at these Class 4 roads and see if any should be changed to legal trails.  Maybe we should think about signs in for the short term and legal trails for the long term.  Anne will research how far the Town can go with signs and see what other towns have done to cope with this dilemma.  John Brabant questioned if any grant monies are available for this purpose.  Reed Cherington responded noting the current grant the Trails Committee has is pretty cumbersome.  Perhaps VAST funds might be available since snowmobile trails often use Class 4 roads.  Discussion will continue next time.

Policy for Placement of Utility Poles in Town Right-of-Way – Phil Tonks, Max Gray Road resident, came this evening to express his concern over the clearing of trees on his road to install utility poles and lines for a new residence.  Before and after photos were provided which now show a 15-20 foot drop from the road down an embankment.  Phil would like the Town to install guardrails along that stretch of roadway, which has become a dangerous situation.  Phil also would like the town to consider including the installation of guardrails in subsequent permits upon their review and/or have a policy outlining the same.  Cy Lamberton will check with Don Singleton about remaining funds in the budget for guardrails on Max Gray Road.

Note: Scott Bassage stepped off the Selectboard for this next agenda item.


Application for Work on Fifers Ride: Scott & Charlotte Bassage – The Selectboard reviewed the application from Scott & Charlotte Bassage to replace utility wires at their residence and bury them under the road.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the permit to put electric lines under the untraveled portion of Fifers Ride, Class 4 Road, in conduit pipe to a depth of no less than four feet except where the Bassages cannot attain that depth, the line will be incased in concrete.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  

Scott Bassage did not vote.


Brief Updates:

· Curtis Pond Dam – The Selectboard reviewed a draft letter to Mr. Morris Root, Root Engineering to express profound disappointment in his performance relating to the Curtis Pond Dam.  Text changes were discussed.  The final letter will be forthcoming.

· Appointments – The Selectboard received a letter of resignation from Paul Olsen from the Planning Commission (term expires in 2012).  No new town appointments were made.

· Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) – Marge Garfield reported the Field Search Team is moving along.  There are 22 priority roads on Marge’s list.  Paul Hannan continues on his work with GPS and identifying roads; he has done about half.  Point of clarification: the Selectboard is expecting the Trails Committee to review the data to see which ancient roads have trail potential.  Gail Graham, Trails Committee member, will call Reed Cherington and Denise Wheeler will also call him to plan a meeting.  John Brabant brought up Wayne Morse’s concern that at a point in the 1960’s or 1970’s a Quit Claim Deed on a part of Wheeler Road was made so the Town moved Wheeler Road.  Wayne Morse claims the Town still has a town interest in the former road (the Quit Claim Deed did not extinguish the Town’s rights).  John Brabant respectfully requests the Selectboard first and foremost look at all the roads during the ancient roads process, this should be looked at, too and have a process for reviewing these roads.

· Worker’s Comp Insurance – Anne Winchester called Alfred Larrabee about the East Calais Fire District no longer being on the town’s worker’s comp policy, but getting their own.  Alfred has not called Anne back yet.

· Roads – Cy Lamberton had to furnish more information to the Agency of Transportation for a grant to resurface Marshfield Road.  Cy will contact them again about any available federal stimulus funds to repave the County Road.

Other Business - Denise Wheeler reported Muriel Bushway, Town Health Officer, was informed about an abandoned house with animals on the County Road.  The animals were taken to the shelter but there is concern about a potential health risk with trash left outside the house.  Denise Wheeler will find out what bank foreclosed on the residence since the Selectboard agrees the clean up is the bank’s responsibility.  


EMFD New Emergency Services Facility – Scott Bassage reported Washington Electric Co-op would like Calais and East Montpelier to indemnify them from any environmental liability claims in the future on the Route 14 property and they have asked $150,000.00 to purchase the parcel.  WEC has asked the Selectboard meetings regarding the purchase and sales agreement be held in executive session.  Paul Giuliani, Towns Counsel for this process, informed the Selectboards about bond anticipation notes to build the facility and securing bonds after the building is complete.

Scott Bassage made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Toby Talbot from EMFD at 9:20pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing legal issues relating to purchasing property on Route 14 in East Montpelier for a new fire station, and without Toby Talbot to discuss a personnel issue, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 10:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Scott Bassage made a motion to sign a letter of support indicating the Town of Calais’ support for the application for a variance to construct the new emergency services facility on Route 14 in East Montpelier.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Selectboard reported they discussed the purchase and sales agreement for the WEC property and agreed to have a discussion with the East Montpelier Selectboard in executive session on Wednesday, May 13, 2008 at 7:30pm at the East Montpelier Town Office.

The Selectboard reported that Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, is resigning effective May 23, 2009 and will advertise for his replacement.

Tentative Agenda for May 25th Meeting

· Letter to Morris Root, Root Engineering
· Zoning Administrator re: permit fees
· Wayne Morse letter
· Calais Ancient Roads Team
· EMFD Emergency Services Facility
· Emergency Management Operations with Toby Talbot
· Town Invoices & Orders of the Day
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 10:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
