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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

June 25, 2007






             
                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, George Morse, Marge Morse, Don Singleton, Jr., Steve Gallagher, Nick Emlen, Scott McCullough, Fred McCullough, Kristina L. Bielenberg (for DRB), Jan Brough, Peter Brough and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:


Approval of the June 11th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Unauthorized camping at the Curtis Pond Swim Area and Island – Steve Gallagher was present this evening to explain how policing on the Curtis Pond Island used to be handled and to work with the Selectboard to come up with a solution for the present.  As mentioned at the last meeting, Paul Hannan has been made aware of unauthorized camping at the Curtis Pond swim area, viewed the scene and spoke to the campers who then moved to camp on the island.   There was a sign at the swim area stating No camping, fires, alcoholic beverages or vehicles allowed.  The sign at the swim area had been removed and was face down on the ground.  

The Town acquired the island so people could camp there.  Some years ago, the Calais Boy Scouts put a new roof on the shelter but never got around to building an outhouse on the island.  Steve Gallagher said the biggest problem is the signs that were on the island are now gone.  Besides listing the prohibited activities as above, two phone numbers were provided for people to request permission to camp overnight.  The system worked pretty well, Steve reported.  The Selectboard reviewed and discussed the Town Ordinance for the Curtis Pond Recreation Area accepted by unanimous vote on 

June 27, 1983.  Steve Gallagher offered to get some volunteers from the Maple Corner Community Center to help keep a watchful eye on the area, will look into getting a composting toilet for the island and come up with some language for new signs for the island.  Steve will give the Selectboard the info before having the signs printed.  Don Singleton offered to have the signs made at L & D Safety Markings in Berlin.  Nick Emlen would like to have something on paper to give to any violators; Rose will provide a copy of the present ordinance to him.  On behalf of the Selectboard, Paul Hannan expressed sincere appreciation to Steve Gallagher and Nick Emlen for their assistance in keeping the Curtis Pond Recreation Area safe for the public.


WEC Right-of-Way Request – The Selectboard reviewed the application from Washington Electric 

Co-op, Inc. to perform work on Bliss Road for electrical service to the Nogueira property.  Don Singleton has visited the site and has no problems with the proposed pole installation location.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the WEC application permit as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

4-0.


Bridge on Pekin Brook Road – Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, reported a recent inspection indicated there are rotten beams under the bridge on Pekin Brook Road (just past Jack Hill Road) and “it is on its way out”.  Don noted the Town might have to bond to replace it although there may be some State funds available.  The final inspection report from the State has not been received yet.  Don will notify Paul Hannan when this needs to be on a future agenda.


Quote for Roadside Mowing – Doug Grout, Calais resident, provided a quote for roadside mowing for $4,400.00.  The Selectboard discussed the process they had agreed on last year and requested Don Singleton contact John Augeri from West Danville for a price quote.  Don will report back to the Selectboard on this matter.

Performance Review and Reappointment of the Road Commissioner – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with Don Singleton to discuss two personnel matters.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to reappoint Don Singleton, Jr. as Road Commissioner.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  The Selectboard noted the exceptional job by the Road Crew during a very difficult mud season.  Don was also praised for doing a great job managing the Highway Budget, ending the year in the black.  Salary increases were approved in January and go into effect July 1st.  The Selectboard agreed to investigate the municipal employees retirement system for Eva Morse and the Road Crew.


Review Year End Financial Status – The Selectboard reviewed the unaudited figures for the 2006-07 fiscal year that ends on June 30th.  The estimated remaining funds in the Selectboard budget are $11,000.00.  The Selectboard discussed possible expenditures.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to:

· Authorize the Planning Commission to spend up to $550.00 for additional town maps related to the Build Out Analysis Project

· Spend up to $1,700.00 to purchase NEBRC computer software program

· Spend up to $4,130.00 to purchase map file system for Town Office

· Spend up to $4,000.00 to pay the Historic Preservation Consultant, John Johnson, for services rendered for rewriting the Design Review Guidelines

· Spend up to $800.00 to pay for old tire disposal

· And to authorize Paul Hannan to sign the Orders for these expenditures.

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Status of Vacant Town Positions / Appointments – Toby Talbot was named as a possible candidate for the vacancy on the Development Review Board.  Paul will call Toby.  Rose Pelchuck reported per the EMFD Fire Chief, John Audy, the Department is not looking for anyone to serve following Helen Johnke’s resignation.  The needs of the Department are well documented.


FEMA Floodplain Letter and Maps – The Selectboard discussed a letter from FEMA dated May 31, 2007 explaining the floodplain has been reassessed and they have devised new guidelines and floodplain maps.  On July 25, 2007 at 1:00pm and 7:00pm, a program explaining this will be held.  Rhonda Shippee will attend the next Selectboard meeting to further explain the details.


Zoning Violation, Appeals, etc. – Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, reported Chris Miller has been issued a building permit for his subdivided lot.


Other Business

· Denise Wheeler and Peter Harvey briefly summarized the results of the Planning Commission’s Build Out Analysis and how to present all the information at a public meeting.  Septic capacity in the village districts was taken into account.  The possibility of creating a new growth center near the Calais Elementary School towards North Montpelier was discussed as well as wildlife corridors/connectors.
· Curtis Pond Dam – The Selectboard reviewed an inspection report from the Department of Environmental Conservation on the dam and they would like something to happen (moving towards fixing or replacing the dam).
· The Selectboard discussed a letter from Peg Bowen, DRB Chair, regarding the Sayers/Duke Traffic Study Report and hiring an independent engineer.  At the last Selectboard meeting, Jeff Sayers and Steve Duke were told they needed to contact Peg Bowen and Eric Goddard (Geo-technical Engineer) directly.  Dot Naylor offered to inform Peg Bowen at the DRB meeting tomorrow night.
· At the last meeting, the Selectboard approved a motion to apply the one-time only pre-bate funds the Town will receive from the State to the second tax installment (education tax).  Eva Morse has since informed Paul Hannan the Selectboard cannot apply the funds in that manner.  Paul will notify the School Board.
· Fred and Scott McCullough came before the Selectboard this evening to ask what is an appropriate amount for a Surety Bond / escrow account as requested of them by the DRB.  The Zoning Regulations allow a surety acceptable to the Selectboard as a condition of approval to cover the cost of any regrading, reseeding reforestation or other required site reclamation activity.  Paul Hannan noted the Selectboard role is pretty narrow and he has no expertise or ability to recommend what an appropriate surety bond amount would be.  Fred McCullough noted the longtime family business has a history of reclaiming gravel pits; in fact, both he and his brother, Scott, live in reclaimed pits.  Fred went on to say, “There is no reason to believe we wouldn’t reclaim this pit.”  Paul suggested the applicants propose a reasonable escrow amount to the DRB.  Discussion will continue at the July 10, 2007 DRB meeting.  
Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Tentative Agenda Items for the July 9th Meeting

· FEMA Floodplain discussion
· State pre-bate funds disbursement / tax rate
· Washington County Sheriff Department contract
· CVSWMD lease contract for recycling depot
· McCullough’s Gravel Pit surety bond/escrow
· GAR Road work near Memorial Hall
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

