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SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 26, 2004







                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Rhonda Shippee, Jonathan Lange, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, John McCullough, Donna Fitch, Rick DeWolfe, Kent Morse, Scott Bassage, Stanley Morse, David Webb, Nick Emlen, Clara Emlen, Don Singleton, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the April 12th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan offered two changes to the minutes as follows: Paragraph 3 Request to Discontinue Town Highway 64 last sentence should read: Paul Hannan would like to communicate to the new property owner that research needs to be done to see if the road legally continues beyond what is shown on the town highway maps.

Paragraph 4 Amendments to Emergency Plan for Curtis Pond Dam, line 9 should read: Paul Hannan made a motion to respectfully request the Chair to find out the following from the VLCT: specific language needed in the dam monitor agreement; do we need a document to indemnify the Dam Monitors or just create a new town position(s); and do we change our level of responsibility for this dam in any way by appointing Dam Monitors to watch it?  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes with the above two corrections.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations Articles I-IV – Bob Withey, Chair, briefly summarized the purpose and process of reviewing the proposed new zoning regulations with four members on the Planning Commission in attendance.  After reviewing Articles I and II until 8:30pm, the Selectboard agreed to continue to review Articles III, IV and V at the next meeting.


Town Office Building Committee – Bob Withey reported the latest progress on the new Town Office; concrete work is done and inside work is underway.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve payment to Johnson Well Drilling in the amount of $1,735.25 to hook up the new Stevens well.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Annual Road Report for the State – Cy Lamberton reviewed the Annual Financial Plan for Highways Report, which has to be submitted to the State by May 1st.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the report as presented by Cy.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Conservation Commission Grant Application – Nick Emlen, Conservation Commission Chair, and Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, would like to apply for a grant from the Vermont Better Backroads Small Grants Program for diverting water runoff on the Worcester Road from going into Curtis Pond (replacing two 40’ culverts and associated work).  The grant amount request is $2,026.16 with the estimated total project cost of $2,726.16 (the Town will furnish trucking and labor).  Paul Hannan made a motion to direct the Conservation Commission to apply for this grant and authorized Bob Withey, Chair, to sign the application on behalf of the Selectboard in a timely manner.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Conservation Commission Water Quality Report – Nick Emlen requested to put the “Curtis Pond Watershed Survey” dated Fall 2003 on the Town of Calais web site.  This report was conducted by volunteers under the guidance of the Lakes & Ponds Working Group of the Calais Conservation Commission and the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation Lakes and Ponds Section and was published through a grant from the Lake Champlain Basin Program.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the posting of this report on the Town web site.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day – The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Road Cut Request – Craig Pelletier has applied for a curb cut on Max Gray Road and Bob Withey asked the members of the Selectboard to visit the site before the next meeting.  Don Singleton visited the site and added the landowner would need to install a 15” culvert if the application is approved.


Other Business: VLCT Letter re: Dam Monitors – Bob Withey met with the League to get the answers to the questions as requested at the last Selectboard meeting.  In a letter from the League dated April 20, 2004, the Town does have the authority to appoint Dam Monitor(s).


Community Achievement Award for Economic Development - Bob Withey displayed the plaque he received on behalf of the Town at a recent reception in Montpelier.


Town Web Site – Nedene Martin asked Carla Straight for some historical photographs to post on the web site.  The Selectboard agreed that is a good idea.  Nedene is still waiting for the .gov authorization letter.


National Life Representative - Cy Lamberton has been asked by members of the Road Crew to schedule a meeting with the National Life Representative to discuss retirement plan options and see if the individuals can make an additional contribution to their retirement plan.  The Selectboard agreed that is another good idea.


Task Force on Calais Dams - Paul Hannan reported the first meeting would be held Thursday, April 29th at 7:00pm at the Calais Town Hall.


Tentative Agenda Items for May 10th Meeting
· Road Cut Request on Max Gray Road

· Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations, Articles III, IV and V

· Dam Monitor(s)

Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 9:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Assistant Clerk

