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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

June 28, 2010    







             7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Mike Garand, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Phoebe Cook, Cindy Cook, Conrad Smith, Ken Trask (?sp), Doug Lilley, Donna Smyers, Eric Ryea, Alison Underhill, Eva Gumprecht, Barbara Weedon, Seth Frisbie, Erica Mitchell, Doug Newton, Alfred Larrabee, Gary Schultz, Josh Schultz, Lillie Weisbart, Paul Weisbart, Steve Freihofner, Paul Cerutti, Steve Morse, Dana Huoppi, Chuck Storrow, Sybil Miller, Sandy Buck, Sam Hill, Bret Meyer and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the June 14th Meeting Minutes – One spelling correction and a few amendments were offered.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the June 8th and June 17th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Review Selectboard Budget Year End Figures – The Selectboard reviewed the FY 2009-’10 Selectboard budget and noted there to be approximately 6,099.00 remaining.  One outstanding bill for 1,300.00 is for the former town auditors for work done last July through November.  Scott Bassage made a motion to pay the town auditors 1,000.00 as budgeted for this expense.  No second to the motion, therefore motion fails.

John Brabant made a motion to pay 1,300.00 to the former town auditors per the invoice submitted for payment.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-1-1.  Scott Bassage voted against the motion and Mike Garand abstained from the vote.  The Selectboard received a bill from attorney, Rob Halbert for 250.00 for work on the small claims matter.  After some discussion, Cy Lamberton made a motion to hold the bill until the case is decided.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Scott Bassage made a motion to return the remaining fund balance of 4,791.58 in the Selectboard budget to the taxpayers.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Short-Term Borrowing – Cy Lamberton reported Eva Morse, Town Treasurer, plans to borrow 250,000.00 for July and August until tax revenues are generated.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to authorize the Town Treasurer to borrow 250,000.00 and have the Selectboard sign the necessary documents on Saturday.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Adamant Pond Culvert under Haggett Road – Doug Newton, engineer, gave a presentation, including design plans to replace the culvert under Haggett Road at the outlet of the pond in Adamant.  Doug reported the Agency of Transportation hydrology study indicated the present culvert has 12 square feet (4’x3”) of waterway opening and they recommend a culvert that would give at least 48 square feet of waterway opening.  A standard Q-25 design box culvert 10 feet wide by 5 foot high is what Doug Newton is proposing for this site.  Other players in the picture that have to weigh in on the issue include: Mike McKinley, test boring agent, Pat Ross, ANR Stream Alteration Engineer, and Rich Kern, State Fisheries Biologist.  Conrad Smith noted in order for the town to use the state emergency funds grant, the town has to prove the damage was from a failed culvert.  Lengthy public comment from residents of Adamant and others were heard.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to do test borings at the site in Adamant.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Doug Newton agreed to make an outline of steps in the process with a timeline.

Washington County Sheriff’s Department Contract – The Selectboard reviewed the Law Enforcement Contract between the Town of Calais and Washington County Sheriff’s Department for July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.  We do get some reimbursement from tickets issued in Town.  Last year we spent 1,026.48 on law enforcement with the department.  Sheriff, Sam Hill, noted they give a fair number of warnings since education is a big part of what they do; the goal is to keep the community safe.  John Brabant expressed ongoing concern about thefts around town and would like to see more patrols.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement services, approximately two hours per week, for $2,500.00 for FY 2011.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Dot Naylor suggested pedestrian education on walking on the correct side of the road, especially near Curtis Pond.  Sam Hill recommended having one designated Selectboard person to contact the Sheriff’s Dept. when necessary.

Woodbury Fire Department Annual Contract – Steve Freihofner, WFD President, introduced Steve Morse, long-term financial planner for WFD, who then presented the Selectboard the annual contract for FY 2010-11 (July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011) in the amount of $12,039.00 that represents one-third of the average operating cost over the past three years (36,118.00).  The Selectboard praised WFD efforts to do long-term financial planning.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the annual contract with Woodbury Fire Department for $12, 039.00 dated this 28th day of June 2010.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.  WFD also is requesting the annual Town Meeting Warning article to request a $6,000.00 contribution to their truck replacement fund.  This will be placed on the Warning for the 2011 Town Meeting.


Cemeteries Hedge Trimming – John Simanskas requested the Selectboard budget contribute to the cost of trimming the hedge at the cemetery in East Calais.  This was tabled; waiting for an estimate.

Review Highway Budget Year End Figures – The Selectboard reviewed the FY 2009-’10 Highway Budget in detail at the last meeting and requested the Road Commissioner, Alfred Larrabee, bring estimates for items the town highway department could purchase to enhance operations.  Alfred provided the list below:

· Multi-use power washer to clear culverts in the winter 
5,800.00

· Mulcher to grind hay bales, self-contained unit

5,375.00

· Guard rails on the County Road



5,500.00

· Wire-feed welder to weld up to ½” steel


2,500.00

· Used pick-up truck, 4WD with plow


18,000.00 (not to exceed this amount)

· Liquid chloride set-up, tank and 4500 gals chloride
9,600.00

· Winter sand for next year and gravel


30,000.00

The current highway budget still has 3,500.00 for guardrails and 48,000.00 for winter sand and gravel that can be spent this fiscal year.  The Selectboard okayed the above expenditures as recommended by Alfred Larrabee.

The Selectboard will put an article on the Town Warning for next Town Meeting Day 2011 to see if the voters will approve the purchase of a chipper to use to clear roadside brush.  Alfred presented final quotes on the payloader approved to purchase on Town Meeting Day and recommended buying an American built payloader.  Mike Garand will coordinate with Alfred to get the best machine for the town.  Mike Garand provided sand and gravel analyses and explained briefly how to interpret sieve tests in order to get the best road material for the cost.  Understanding the different components of the test results, knowing which product is best suited for a project, in the end will make for better roads in Calais.


Various Updates:

· McCullough Crushing gravel pit expansion – a site visit will be held on July 1st from 4:00-6:00pm and the continuation of the previous DRB hearing will be held on July 6, 2010 at 7:00pm at the East Calais Recreation Center.

· Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads met on June 21st and the committee would like to meet with the Selectboard.  Denise Wheeler will discuss the matter further with Darby Bradley, Committee Chair.  Comments were heard from Paul Weisbart.

· TH 44 Wheeler Road – Chuck Storrow reminded the Selectboard they hired an attorney in 2003 to get an opinion regarding this TH 44 issue.  In a letter from Gloria Rice, then Town Attorney, dated November 14, 2003, the Selectboard was advised to take no action.  Chuck Storrow said, “At some point the board needs to say we’ve considered it and enough is enough”.  He feels “it is unfair to him and it is time to put it to bed”.  The Selectboard has listened to Wayne Morse’s concerns numerous times regarding Wheeler Road.  The Selectboard took the position on February 22, 2010 to contact Paul Gilles to get the name of an attorney with expertise, qualified in road law, and call that person to ask what it would cost to look into this TH 44 issue and to get to the bottom of this issue.  John Brabant will obtain a couple of estimates from attorneys.

· TH 8 – Paul Weisbart reported the gate is up at the entrance to TH 8 and the no trespassing sign has been removed.  The Selectboard would like to schedule a site visit, as previously intended to do this spring, to view the current entrance and other entrance off the Worcester Road.  Paul Weisbart submitted a petition to the Selectboard this evening.  The petition reads as follows:
Please treat this as a petition to discontinue T.H. 8.  Below you will find the signatures of the landowners on the road.  Even though the road appears on the current highway map, its location has long been contested by numerous landowners.  Sections of it are in question and are not clear and whether it was properly laid is also in question.  We believe the road ought to be discontinued for the following reasons:

1. It serves no public purpose.
2. It goes through a wetland.
3. It invites beer parties, wild behavior, bonfires and other mischief and the tearing up of our land, which none of us can control because it is a Class 4 Highway.
4. It serves as an invitation for those same irresponsible people to cross out of the public right-of-way and on to our property, for even further destruction.
5. In order to avoid costly litigation.
The petition will be forwarded to the Town Clerk for landowner signatures verification.  Scott Bassage will forward a copy to each Selectboard member.


Tentative Agenda for the July 12th Meeting

· Estimate to trim hedges at the cemetery in East Calais

· (Re)Appointment of the Road Commissioner and annual raises for road crew

· Culvert discussion for Adamant Pond on Haggett Road

· TH 8 site visit

· Vehicle weight limit posting on Collar Hill Road

· Schedule meeting with Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads

Scott Bassage made a motion to adjourn at 10:10pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

