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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

September 24, 2007






             
  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Bill Powell, Cynthia L. Webster, Don Singleton, Alfred H. Larrabee, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:


Approval of the September 10th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made some corrections.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Municipal Retirement System Briefing – Cynthia Webster, Director of Vermont Municipal Employees Retirement System, appeared before the Selectboard to provide an overview of the above retirement system.  Don Singleton and Alfred Larrabee, Road Crew employees, were present for the discussion.  Presently, the Town contributes 6.2% of town employees gross wages into a defined contribution plan through National Life.  The Municipal Retirement System offers both a defined contribution plan and defined benefit plan.  Ms. Webster explained the three choices of the defined benefit plan at length.  It was agreed that Denise Wheeler and Don Singleton will arrange another meeting at the Town Office in the near future to provide specific details to the town employees.


East Montpelier Fire Department Contract – Greg Pelchuck, EMFD President, provided the Selectboard the FY2008 Contract for Fire Protection Services for the Town.  The contract remains unchanged from last year.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to accept and sign the FY2008 Contract for Fire Protection Services with the East Montpelier Fire Department as presented including the budgeted amount as passed on Town Meeting Day 2007.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  Some Selectboard members had questions, which were discussed.  The bill from Eric Goddard, Geotechnical Engineer, will be forwarded to Jeff Sayers since it is his responsibility.


Class 4 Roads Maintenance Discussion – Paul Hannan began the discussion by noting the question of routine maintenance on Class 4 roads arose after the Selectboard received a request earlier this summer for permission to work on GAR Road.  Paul stated, “We need to be sure we are treating all Class 4 roads equally”.  At present, the Selectboard does not know what is being done annually on Class 4 roads and what kind of record keeping system is in place to track the work.  We have six Class 4 roads (or sections of Class 4 roads) in Town (Apple Hill, GAR, Peck Hill, Hayden, Chapin and Stillbrook), which have year-round residences on them.  Paul Hannan, on behalf of the Selectboard, requests a paper trail to document when the Road Crew does some maintenance on any of the Class 4 roads.  The Class 4 Road Policy does give discretion for summer maintenance and clearly says the Town does nothing in the winter.  Don Singleton reported he has on occasion sanded some Class 4 Roads after receiving some “aggravating phone calls”.  Paul Hannan said to refer the calls to him to handle.  Paul closed by telling Don Singleton we appreciate your candor and hard work and if you need help with paperwork for the Class 4 roads, just let the Selectboard know.  The Selectboard may revise the present policy at which time they will hold public hearings.  Anne Winchester will draft some possible changes to the policy.


Authority to Sign FEMA Grant Papers – Nedene Martin made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan to sign the FEMA Grant papers on behalf of the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  The Town is in line to receive $8,800.00 from storm damage that occurred July 11th.


CVSWMD Lease for Depot on Moscow Woods Road & Transition Process – Bill Powell, CVSWMD Rep for Calais, reported John Cookson has been served his 30 day notice effective September 15, 2007 by the District.  Mr. Cookson is a private trash hauler who has been collecting trash and recyclables at the Calais site for several years.  Bill Powell will convey the Selectboard’s desire that John Cookson and Liz Helrich have a meeting.  The Selectboard reviewed the proposed lease between the Town and the District.  Anne Winchester made a motion to authorize the Chair, Paul Hannan, to sign the lease with the CVSWMD with the changes recommended by Phil White and agreed to by Paul Giuliani.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Bill Powell agreed to keep the Selectboard informed regarding the District.


Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance – tabled until the next meeting.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Anne Winchester made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator at 9:00pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 9:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Other Business

· Paul Hannan has received the Vermont League of Cities & Towns Insurance Renewal Application and asked if any member would be interested in completing the form.  Paul will bring it to Eva Morse who can possibly fill in some of the required information.  Denise Wheeler may also work on the form.

· Dot Naylor complained about the near constant truck traffic on Collar Hill Road, even trucks with over-sized loads.  The road is 14 feet wide at the end of her driveway and she has witnessed near misses between vehicles competing for road space.  The Calais-Worcester is a Class 2 road and perhaps a better choice for heavy truck traffic.  Dot would like the Town to post the road limiting truck traffic on Cutler Road.  The Selectboard briefly discussed the matter and questioned selective posting of a Class 3 road.  Anne Winchester agreed to research the matter.

Tentative Agenda for October 15th Meeting

· Discuss improvements to Animal Nuisance Control Ordinance
· East Montpelier Fire Department – moving forward
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
