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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

November 29, 2010    







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Mike Garand, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Chris Cochran, Avery Cochran, Doug Lilley, Alfred Larrabee, Steve Cusick and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the October 13th Meeting Minutes (site visit to TH 8 & Worcester Roads) – John Brabant made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0. 


Approval of the October 27th Meeting Minutes (Joint Meeting with various town Boards & Commissions) – action postponed until the next meeting.


Approval of the November 8th Meeting Minutes – action postponed until the next meeting.


Joint Meeting with School Board – the date has not been determined.


Quarterly Selectboard and Highway Budget Review – The Selectboard was given the quarterly report of the Selectboard budget and Highway budget to review.  No discussion or action was taken.
Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Highway Grant Funds Received – Cy Lamberton reported the Town has received $54,594.00 from the State AOT for work done on Marshfield Road.


Traffic Signs – Cy Lamberton reported that when the Town receives a Class 2 Grant for paving, the town has to replace the traffic signs with newly updated signs.


VLCT Health Insurance Update – The Selectboard reported the medical insurance premium for the road crew is going up approximately $11,000.00.  Denise Wheeler will call the League to see if a representative can come in to further discuss this with the Selectboard.


Public Comment – nothing noted.


Conservation Commission Natural Resources Inventory Grant – Conservation Commission Chair, Steve Cusick, came before the Selectboard to inform them about and ask for the Town’s support as a sponsoring body in order to obtain a $15,000.00 grant.  The grant will be used to develop a natural resources database/document to be used to assist various town boards and commissions in making decisions that may affect the natural resources in town.  The grant includes 5200 hours of in-kind work.  John Brabant made a motion to support and approve the Calais Conservation Commission’s application for the Calais Natural Resources Inventory Grant to be administered by the Conservation Commission under the authority of the Selectboard; the Selectboard authorized the Chair to sign the application.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Steve Cusick will provide both the Town Clerk and Selectboard with copies of the application.


North Calais Retaining Wall/Culvert Update – The Selectboard asked Chris Cochran to provide an update on the AOT Structures Grant status.  Chris Cochran reported DeWolfe Engineering Associates did the engineering work to replace the culvert under North Calais Road and the retaining wall near Chris’s house.  The application was submitted to receive an $117,331.00 grant (90% state share and 10% town share).  This grant would be used for the culvert portion of the necessary repairs.  The voters in March 2011 will be asked to approve the town’s matching share.  Chris informed the Selectboard North Calais village residents met to update them on the status of the repairs and funding process at which time they agreed on a design.  The new plan includes relocating a power pole that Washington Electric Co-op agreed to move at no cost.  Chris Cochran in summary encouraged the Selectboard to check with Rick DeWolfe for any further details.  The Selectboard will place an article on the Warning asking for voter approval at Town Meeting 2011 for funds for this project.


Small Claims Court Decision re: Doug Lilley – Denise Wheeler announced the matter of Doug Lilley versus the Town of Calais has been decided in favor of Mr. Lilley in the amount of $2,790.66.  Scott Bassage made a motion to have the Town Treasurer issue a check to Doug Lilley in the above amount.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Adopt Municipal Planning Grant Resolution – The Selectboard was asked to approve a resolution in support of a grant from the Department of Housing & Community Affairs for $8,000.00.  The funds will enable the Planning Commission to hire someone to look at the Zoning Regulations and Town Plan to be sure they are in unison.  The town will not have to pay anything towards this grant.  Melanie Kehne will be the grant administrator under the authority of the Selectboard.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Dog Complaint on George Road re: Bennett and Lafirira – The Selectboard discussed the dog complaint letter received from George Road residents, the Lafiriras.  A previous complaint between these two parties was heard and thought to be resolved in November 2008.  The complaint details many roaming animals, unlicensed dogs and other complaints.  Mike Garand made a motion to authorize Denise Wheeler to send a letter to both parties notifying them of a hearing to discuss this matter at the December 13th Selectboard meeting at 7:00pm at Calais Elementary School.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


TH 44 Wheeler Road – Denise Wheeler reported progress has been made between the Morse’s and Storrow’s but it is not at a point yet to talk about it at a meeting.  The Town’s legal bill in this matter is $7,363.00.


Set Public Hearing Date on Proposed Changes to Zoning Regulations – The Selectboard set the date of the public hearing to discuss the most recent proposed changes to the Zoning Regulations for Monday, December 27, 2010 at 7:00pm at Calais Elementary School.  Proper notices will be posted.  

Posting Collar Hill Road - The Selectboard discussed the request of Dot Naylor to post Collar Hill Road limiting truck traffic on this road.  Dot Naylor provided a letter signed by residents of Collar Hill Road urging the Selectboard to consider posting the road for no thru truck traffic because of the narrow, curvy and steep nature of the road.  The Worcester/Calais Road has fewer residents and is maintained as a main thoroughfare.  The Selectboard discussed setting precedence by posting one road.  Several options for what to put on a traffic sign were discussed.  Scott Bassage made a motion to have Alfred Larrabee get the price for two signs that say “Recommended Truck Route” and installation cost.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant met with Jeff Tucker, Dubois & King President, to review engineering costs for the Curtis Pond Dam project and Nichols Pond Dam project.  John reported the estimates are similar.  Jeff Tucker offered to work at no cost to the town on a WURDA Federal Grant for us and with Senator Patrick Leahy’s office to try to obtain funds for this project.

· Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads will meet Wednesday, December 1st.

· Giampa decision – the tax assessment decision of the Board of Civil Authority has been appealed to the State Director of the Division of Property Valuation and Review.

· Website Design – Scott Bassage sent in a letter of support to Scott Thompson for the grant he applied for in hopes to obtain laptops for Calais’ 5th and 6th graders.  This grant will provide website design for the town.

· Payroll officer for new retirement system – this will be taken up under new business at the next meeting.

Tentative Agenda for the December 13th Meeting

· Dog complaint hearing

· Appoint payroll officer for new Municipal Retirement System

· Kellogg Hubbard Library

· TH 44 Wheeler Road

· VLCT Representative re: medical insurance premiums

Scott Bassage made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary

