Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 19, 2006

Present: Scott Bassage, Gary Root, Anne Winchester, Melanie Kehne, Peter Harvey, Rhonda Shippee, Jack Russell, Diane Konrady and Rich Quelch. 

Non-Member Attendants: Paul Betts, Helen Labun Jordan, Dot Naylor, and Chester Harvey. 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

Jack explained why he invited our guests, what PC’s current interests have been, and what the PC should expect from the meeting. 

Sustainable Ag Conversation with Paul Betts

Jack asked Paul what it would take to provide all residents with food year round. (See “Local Food Issues” below, for Paul’s response.)

Paul is located in Woodbury and grows vegetables on 3 acres of land. Paul explained food distribution efforts to local areas which use local foods. Peter and Paul discussed the need to appreciate the seasons of growth and how we are now use to purchasing different crops year round. It was explained that there are different groups of growers who need land to grow their food. (2 Rivers) 

CSA provides funding to cover Paul’s over head. Farmers’ markets are areas where Paul sells his vegetables. Paul is a certified organic farmer. With this certification, Paul is required to keep records of his operations. Paul has about 6 weeks during the year, when he has no growing responsibilities. There are about 500 certified organic farms in Vermont. 

Local Food Issues:



- Use of land


- Preserve food



- Store



- Deliver


Jack asked what we can do to help the growing efforts within Calais. Paul explained that the PC could identify prime Ag land and also preserve the land for growing crops, which would prevent people from building on it. Paul asked the question about the possibility of the town paying a town farmer to grow food, similar to other town employees.

Helen added that there are currently food processing facilities located in Hardwick. Helen also spoke of a program which she explained as a local food challenge. Conversation occurred over housing for farmers who wish to farm old farms. There was also a discussion about having local food storage and a processing facility which residents of the town could use.

Creative Communities Program conversation with Helen Labun Jordan 

Strong local economies need a creative economy. Creative Communities Program works with communities to support creative economies. Creative economies produce products, which are not less then foreign competitors to produce, but are ahead of the market and are marketed differently. Helen used Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream as an example of selling a new form of an already established product, which she considered an example of a creative economy. “How to support economic development around a creative economy” was a way the program was described.

Creative Communities Program Outline
1) Application

2) Steering Committee

3) Town Meeting on the Creative Economy

4) Steering Committee Consolidation of Project List

5) Project Development Meeting

6) Follow Up

7) Final Report and Action Plans 

An application needs to be submitted before March and the process needs to be completed by the end of September. 

Discussion occurred within the members of the Planning Commission, on whether we currently need help from this resource. Sustainable agriculture would most likely be the main focus. The idea would be to create an environment where people would purchase from the local farms rather then from “Price Chopper”. Members agreed that they have enough on their plate to focus at this time. As the Planning Commission works on the build out, we can identify areas which standout as prime agricultural land and also area which may aid in the initiative.
Meeting Minutes


Minutes from the previous meeting were approved, by voice vote, without change.(9-0-0)
Other Business  
Dot Naylor


1) Saving energy requirements in a new building. 

2) “One principal use on a parcel” should be at the beginning of the Zoning Regulations.
Meeting adjourned at 9:20





Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch
