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SELECTBOARD MEETING

February 23, 2004







        7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Bill Powell, Kent Morse, Ben Naylor, Wayne Morse, Donna Fitch, Peter Harvey, Dot Singleton, Allyson Evans, Don Heise, Bev Heise, Heather Shouldice, Jack Russell, Carla Straight, Rhonda Shippee, Davis Cherington, Charles Storrow, Greg Gallagher, Matt Myers, Harriet Gallagher, John A. Myers, Eric Oberg, J.C. Myers, John McCullough, Wayne Whitelock, Judy Bingham, Rick DeWolfe, Kathy DeWolfe, Jeff Tucker, Chris Miller, John Watson and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the February 3rd Meeting Minutes – Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1; Randy Fitch abstained.


Approval of the February 9th Meeting Minutes – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes.  Wayne Morse noted his wife’s name is Elizabeth, not Betty.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Office Building Committee – John McCullough reported the building is coming along nicely.  Although no tours will be given on Town Meeting Day, the exterior mass can be viewed.


Traffic Calming Equipment – State Representative, Heather Shouldice, reported the Agency of Transportation granted the purchase of a portable, speed-monitoring device to the towns of Calais, Plainfield and Marshfield.  The AOT will provide training to a designee(s) from each town.  The general understanding is that each town will have equal access to the device, about 1/3 of the year, on a rotating basis.  Plainfield will use the device first, Heather reported.  The Selectboard agreed that Cy Lamberton, Rick DeWolfe and Heather Shouldice would meet to further research information on maintenance and liability issues and report back to the Selectboard.  The VSP Citizens Advisory Committee may be able to get some input from the VSP about proper and safe placement of the device.


Proposed New Zoning Regulations – Jack Russell, Planning Commission member, reported the Planning Commission is not yet in a position to deliver the new proposed zoning regulations.  The public hearing on the past edition was held October 14, 2003 and State law requires the townspeople to vote on it’s adoption within one year of the public hearing.  The current timeline of a vote on Election Day exceeds that requirement; therefore Jack reported the Planning Commission would hold a quick public hearing on Tuesday, March 16, 2004 for the purpose of fulfilling the statue requirement.  Jack stated this is not a forum for public comment or discussion.  The Selectboard will hold two public hearings around the end of June and in early September for public comment and discussion.  The Planning Commission will provide the new document, official map and list of substantive changes to the Selectboard in March.  The Selectboard agreed to begin reviewing the proposed new zoning regulations beginning in April.  Jack stated the Planning Commission would be ready to respond and help as necessary.  


Tobacco Licenses – The Maple Corner Store and General Store of East Calais submitted license applications to sell tobacco.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve both of the above license applications.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day – The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Finish Plans for Town Meeting Day – The Selectboard agreed Paul Hannan will answer questions relating to the new town office building; Cy Lamberton – road department, truck and equipment purchases; Nedene Martin – organizing the committee to review requests from various social agencies; Randy Fitch – Selectboard budget items; East Montpelier Fire Department and Woodbury Fire Department will send representatives; and Dorothy Singleton will report on Article 14 (War Memorial upgrade).


Engineering Study & Evaluation of Curtis Pond Dam – Jeff Tucker, Dubois & King Engineering representative, presented the final data obtained about the Curtis Pond Dam and the Emergency Action Plan.  Dubois & King were commissioned to study the dam, map a flood plain area, estimate the cost of replacing the dam and devising an emergency action plan.  He reiterated that the dam is failing progressively, it has reached the end of its safe service time and significant flooding will occur if it goes.  The total estimated project cost is $228,044.00.  Bill Powell reported he testified before the House Institutions Committee requesting additional funds ($30,000.) to complete the engineering study of the flood plain area.  Paul Hannan researched State Statues and suggested to have the State papers complete and ready to go as an emergency measure.  Paul Hannan pointed out that the Emergency Action Plan stops at Kent’s Corner and doesn’t really encompass all the people that will be affected if the dam fails.  Rick DeWolfe requested further map cross-section information and clarifications, which Jeff Tucker agreed to provide, to assist the Selectboard.  After more than 90 minutes of debate and discussion, Bob Withey thanked everyone for their input tonight and especially for receiving the Emergency Action Plan.


Recommendation from Gloria Rice re: Town Highway 44 – Randy Fitch made a motion for the Selectboard to go into Executive Session to discuss the recommendation of Attorney Gloria Rice regarding Wheeler Road (TH 44).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Randy Fitch made a motion to come back into Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Bob Withey summarized the written opinion of Gloria Rice.  Paul Hannan made a motion to accept and distribute this letter from Gloria Rice, dated February 13, 2004, to all those interested.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The letter was then distributed.  Paul Hannan read an excerpt of the letter as follows “Nothing set out in the materials reviewed since that date alters my opinion.  A Select Board is not an adjudicator of disputes between adjoining landowners.  The actions taken by the Town in 1971 and 1972 speak for themselves, and cannot be reopened for consideration by the correspondence that has ensued.  There is no matter here properly presented to the Select Board for consideration or action”.  


Other Business – Bob Withey received a letter from Fred Bushway regarding a dog situation off Pekin Brook Road he is concerned about.  Bob also received a phone call from Bill Bates saying two sets of snowshoes were stolen from his property recently.  A shed on Lightening Ridge Road was recently torched.  People in town need to be aware of crime in their areas.  Randy Fitch distributed a list of the most recent changes to the voter checklist to the members of the Selectboard.  Cy Lamberton reported the frame on the new town truck has been changed to a heavy-duty frame.  The rental of the State Highway truck cost $3432.00 but the State kicked in $2500.00 of that cost.  Rick DeWolfe reported the CVRPC Route 14 Traffic Study Committee would meet Tuesday, February 24th at 5:00pm.  Cy Lamberton, Carla Straight and Rick plan to attend.  The full transportation committee of the CVRPC will then meet at 7:00pm.  Another public hearing on the issue is expected in the near future.


Tentative Agenda Items for the March 8th Meeting
· Organize the Selectboard (as necessary after the election on Town Meeting Day)

· Town Office Building Committee

Randy Fitch made a motion to adjourn at 10:10pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Assistant Clerk


