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Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

September 4, 2007
Present: Melanie Kehne, Jack Russell, Gary Root, Peter Harvey, John McCullough, Scott Bassage, Rhonda Shippee and Rich Quelch. 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Final Zoning Recommendations
1) History District – Peter


Peter presented a document to the members of the Placing Commission, proposing minor changes to the History District areas within the Zoning Regulations. Peter’s recommendations:
Table 2.6  Kents Corner-Old West Church Design Control Overlay District (KCO)

(A)
 Purpose.  This district, defined by the official Calais Zoning District Map, is a design control overlay district, which is intended to ensure the protection of the historic and architectural integrity of the Kents’ Corner-Old West Church Historic District. This area is regarded as an important asset to both the town and the state. All development within this district, including development otherwise exempted from permit requirements as specified under Section 1.5, shall be required to obtain design approval from the DRB prior to the issuance of a zoning permit in accordance with Section 5.5. The design control overlay district includes overlays parts of the May 17, 2006 National Register District the Old West Church and Kents’ Corner Historic District which was placed on the National Historic Register in 1972, and the Kent’s Corner-Old West Church Historic District designated by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation Historic Sites and Structures in 1979, and some of the adjoining properties. 



Gary moved to adopt Peter’s proposed changes. The motion was seconded by 
Melanie. Members voted in favor of the changes. (8-0-0)
2) Shoreland & Village District – Gary

Gary presented two documents to the members of the Planning Commission, proposing changes to the Shoreland District. One document was a modified Calais Zoning District map and the other document included three recommended changes to the Zoning Regulations. Members of the Planning Commission discussed changes and modifications were made. 
Change 1)



         Zoning District Boundary Interpretation (Page 14) 
Section 2.3 (E) If a district boundary divides a lot in a single ownership on effective date of these regulations, the DRB may extend district standards for either portion of the lot up to 50 feet beyond the district line into the remaining portion of the lot. Except that an amended district boundary that separates the Curtis Pond shoreland and Maple Corner village districts shall not be extended closer to the shoreland district under this section.

Change 2)





       Shoreland District (SHR) (Page 21)
Table 2.4 (A) Purpose. This district generally consists of all land within 800 feet of the shoreland (mean water mark)* of all lakes and ponds with a surface area of 20 acres or more (Bliss Pond, Curtis Pond, Nelson Pond, North Montpelier Pond, Mirror Lake or #10 Pond, and Woodbury Lake). District boundaries may vary, however, to reference physical landmarks such as roads or ridges (see the official Calais Zoning District Map.). Lakes, ponds, and associated shoreland areas are valuable, irreplaceable ecological, recreational and aesthetic resources to the town. The intent of this district is to preserve these resources for existing and future generations, to protect water quality, to reduce pollution, and to prevent over development within shoreland areas.

*Exception – Property that does not border on the shoreland and that does not drain into the body of water (example: Maple Corner Village properties down slope from Curtis Pond and North Calais Village properties down slope from #10 Pond) shall be considered part of the respective villages and not zoned as shoreland.  Where shoreland district and village district overlap, property that does not border on the shoreline and that does not drain into the body of water, shall be considered part of the village district and not part of the shoreland district. 

Change 3)





       Surface Water Protection (Page 34)

Section 3.13 (G) To maintain new boundary work we need to protect the integrity of the vulnerable geological barrier. 







Peter moved to adopt the proposed changes. The motion was seconded by Gary. 
Members voted in favor of the changes. (8-0-0)
3) FEMA – Rhonda


Rhonda presented the members of the Planning Commission with a 7 page 
document with the Title: “Calais Zoning Changes Needed to Implement Revised FEMA 
Floodplain Requirements”. Rhonda explained the document and some questions were 
asked. 



Jack moved to adopt the proposed changes. The motion was seconded by Gary. 
Members voted in favor of the changes. (8-0-0)


Rhonda offered to make a few minor changes and to deliver the final draft to 
Rich.
4) Other – a previous request from Dot.

Section 3.3 (A) 5) Where there is a conversion or change of use involving increased 
water use and wastewater generation, including but not limited to the conversion of a 
seasonal or accessory dwelling to a single family dwelling, a zoning permit shall not be 
issued by the Administrative Officer until a wastewater disposal permit has been issued 
by the Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Wastewater Management 
(DEC) and\or reviewed by the DRB. 

Public Hearing Dates and Process


Scott offered to submit the Notice of a Public Hearing for the evening of 
September 25th to the local newspapers. Copies of the document will be made available 
by September 17th. Gary offered to make copies of the documents and to distribute. Rich 
offered to prepare the document, containing all of the proposed changes.
Meeting Minutes


Minutes from the previous meeting were approved without change. (8-0-0).
Meeting  adjourned at 9:15





Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch

