
Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

April 1, 2008

Present: Melanie Kehne, Jack Russell, John McCullough, Gary Root, Rhonda Shippee, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, and Rich Quelch. 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Survey and Public hearing notes on Web


Surveys and meeting notes will be posted on the web site. The names of those who attended the meetings will be removed from the minutes posted. Rich will deliver the minutes to Gary and Gary will post the minutes on his web site. The names of those who attended the meetings will be left on the official recorded minutes, which will be delivered to Eva Morse.

Approval of Conference Fee for Scott to attend Sewage Conference

Scott explained that he had an interest in attending a conference discussing the latest technology and regulations for the newest septic system implementations. Scott is currently responsible for reviewing this section of the Town Plan and would like to be well educated on the newest sewage treatment system requirements and the new ways of implementing septic systems. The cost of the conference is $60.00 Gary made a motion to allow Scott to spend the money and to attend a Sewage Conference. Motion was seconded by Paul. All attending members voted in favor of spending the $60.00, in this manor, by voice vote. (8-0-0)

CVRC Housing Summit, May 17 report


Rich reported that the presentation went well. Rich gave a presentation with Dan Currier (CVRPC) at the Central Vermont Housing Summit, which was held at the National Life Group Building, on May 17th. The purpose of the presentation was to explain the importance of a buildout. The buildout that was completed by the CVRPC for Calais was used as an example.

While attending the summit, Rich learned about funding that is available for Affordable Housing Projects. Rich also learned a few things from a few individuals who have been able to successfully construct affordable housing in their communities. In each scenario, Zoning had to be changed in order to allow construction of the affordable housing projects. In addition, large businesses in the areas provided much of the funding. The funding needs were great and project management was also required.

Town Plan review

During this portion of the Planning Commission meeting, much discussion was had on how the commission was going to complete the task of reviewing and updating the Calais Town Plan.  Members discussed using Track Changes within Microsoft Word to track individual changes made to each section.

Members discussed the following proposed Vision Statement:

We envision Calais as a viable, sustainable community for people of all ages able to proactively adapt to changes while preserving our rural characteristics – agriculture, core forests and wildlife corridors.  This vision includes:

1. Increase food production, processing and storage

2. Increase small scale economic and employment opportunities

3. Encourage diversity of housing options  

4. Care of our senior citizens

5. Reduce dependence on fossil fuels

6. Increase local renewable energy

7. Improve natural recreation opportunities

8. Focus development along primary roads such as Route 14 and County Road and expanded villages to include a new village in the vicinity of our elementary school

Each section was briefly discussed by the individual who is responsible for reviewing and changing the elected section. The idea is to incorporate the ideas behind the vision into each section, with more meat and with more explanation as to “how”. 

Meeting Minutes

Meeting minutes from the April 15th meeting were approved, without change, by voice vote. (8-0-0)

Meeting  adjourned at 9:15




Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch


