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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

January 26, 2009             





        7:00pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Cy Lamberton, Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Scott Bassage, Dot Naylor, Ty Rolland, Toby Talbot, Larry Brown, Alfred Larrabee, Bill Powell and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the January 12th Meeting Minutes – Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Sign Highway Grant Paperwork – After further review of the highway grant papers, Anne Winchester made a motion to sign the grant paperwork as presented and to authorize Cy Lamberton to sign the amendment on behalf of the Selectboard that will be forthcoming in order to receive more grant funds from the State.  The Town will receive $23,569.96 for paving the portion of Lightening Ridge Road and $23,753.72 for concrete resurfacing the bridge on Pekin Brook Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Articles for Annual Town Warning – The Selectboard reviewed the Warning as recommended by Eva Morse, Town Clerk.  An article from EMFD authorizing the concurrence of bond indebtedness with the Town of East Montpelier in order to build a new fire station was changed to include “not to exceed one-third of the bond indebtedness”.  The Highway Equipment fund annual appropriation went from $40,000.00 to $50,000.00 in light of replacement cost of this type of equipment.  Anne Winchester noted the committee that reviews the social service organizations requests would meet prior to Town Meeting Day and make a recommendation at Town Meeting.  Two articles were petitioned to be included on the Warning; one regarding Vermont Yankee and the second regarding Kellogg Hubbard Library.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  Thanks to Bill Powell for leaving the meeting and driving over to Eva’s to pick up the paperwork.


Review and Approve Selectboard Budget FY 2009-’10 – The Selectboard again reviewed each line item.  Some figures Eva Morse will have to plug in at the very end.  Fire and ambulance service was thoroughly discussed once again.  The total projected budget for fire and ambulance for FY 2009-‘10 is as follows:

Ambulance projected costs:
$105,719.00

Calais’ share ambulance costs:

$31,716.00

Fire & Emergency costs:
  139,200.00

Calais’ share EMFD fire & emerg. costs:  34,800.00

Total EMFD projected costs:
$244,919.00

Calais’ share Woodbury Fire Dept.
 $11,034.00

The share of ambulance service costs approved at the last meeting, $31,716.00, represent 30% of the projected total ambulance service costs.  Paul Hannan spoke to Steve Jerome and discussed that both towns under budgeted the ambulance service by about $9,000.00.  Paul Hannan noted, “We went 5% above what the Interlocal Agreement reads”.  Paul was unable to meet with Steve this week to further discuss the matter.  Anne Winchester also spoke to Steve Jerome to discuss what is a fair way to split the ambulance service costs based on historical data showing 70%/30% split.  Steve Jerome reported the East Montpelier Selectboard Budget is set and they budgeted the ambulance service amount at 62%.  Ways to fill the 8% funding gap were discussed.  Anne called Steve Jerome from the meeting to suggest that the East Montpelier Selectboard ask the townspeople at Town Meeting for 4% more funding of the ambulance budget if Calais was willing to do so as well.  Another idea discussed would be to have EMFD pay the under budgeted expenses out of revenue generated from the ambulance service.  Anne Winchester is in support of using a 3-year (or 5-year) rolling average to determine the split between both towns in the future.  Anne will ask for a joint meeting of both Selectboards either February 9th in Calais or February 16th in East Montpelier.


Final Sign-off Revised Draft Town Plan – Some text items in the final copy were discussed.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to adopt a resolution from the Selectboard acknowledging receipt of the proposed Town Plan as amended from the Planning Commission and the Selectboard will hold a public hearing on February 23, 2009 at 7:00pm for public comment.  Appropriate posting and publishing will take place.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Selectboard expressed sincere appreciation to Scott Bassage and the entire Planning Commission for the many, many hours of work that went into writing a new Town Plan!


Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant reported on the situation with regards to cofferdam vs. draw down options for this project and other projects in Vermont.  John will keep the Selectboard informed of any developments.


Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. – The Selectboard has been notified by Brent Lilley that WEC is rebuilding the electric line from Lightening Ridge Road to Kents Corner.


Calais Ancient Roads Team – CART has postponed the presentation scheduled for February 9, 2009 until after Town Meeting Day.  Marge Garfield and the team has been working very hard and would like Paul Hannan (as a surveyor) to review the information prior to sharing it with the Selectboard, Planning Commission, Trails Committee and Conservation Commission and all others in town.


Tentative Agenda for February 9th Meeting

· Discussion of legislative issues with Rep. Janet Ancel

· Possible joint meeting with East Montpelier Selectboard

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:12pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

