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SELECTBOARD MEETING

June 26, 2006







                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice (excused late arrival), Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Donna Fitch, Wilson Hughes, W. Samuel Hill, Bret Meyer, Peggy Bowen, Heidi Thompson, Nick Emlon, Dennis Shaffer, Michael Giammusso, Paul Cerutti, Dana Huoppi, Steve Freihofner, Reed Cherrington, Alfred Larrabee and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the June 12th Meeting Minutes – On page 3, Other Business, a) the second sentence should read Heather Shouldice made a motion to appoint Nedene Martin the point person for right-of-way encroachment issues; e) line 5 change reassessing to reassess.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0. 


Parcel Mapping Contract – Dot Naylor reported David Healy reviewed the contract with RJ Turner Company for updating the parcel maps.  David suggested a few minor changes and is by and large comfortable with the contract.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the contract for parcel map updating with the minor changes David Healy proposed.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Dot will obtain a clean copy of the contract and get the necessary signatures from the Selectboard members.  The mapping should be done before the year ends.


Washington County Sheriff’s Contract – W. Samuel Hill, Washington County Sheriff, and assistant, Bret Meyer provided an overview of their service to the Town per the present contract.  They have an excellent working relationship with the Vermont State Police and notify them each time they begin a patrol in Town.  The Sheriff’s Department is the first responders in the event of an emergency if they are in town at the time of the emergency and take control of the scene until the VSP arrive.  Heidi Thompson reported smoking at the Curtis Pond swim area is bothersome and would like the Sheriff to take note of it.  Sam Hill stated his staff is scheduled for patrols in advance and will be able to include the swim area in the patrols.  The Selectboard agreed to allow Heidi Thompson to erect a NO SMOKING sign in hopes it deters the behavior.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department in the amount of $2,400.00 for the fiscal year 2007.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Conservation Commission Update – Michael Giammusso, Conservation Commission Chair, provided the Selectboard with a handout outlining the various subcommittees on the commission and what each hopes to accomplish.  The subcommittees are as follows: Town Forests, Ancient Roads, Trails, Natural Areas Inventory, Lakes & Ponds and Land Conservation.  Anyone interested in the work of the Conservation Commission is encouraged to contact Michael or any member of the Conservation Commission.  Michael stated this is ongoing work that will continue for years to come.  Paul Hannan thanked the commission for all their hard work.  


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Woodbury Volunteer Fire Department Contract – Steve Freihofner presented the Selectboard with a proposed contract for fire service in town.  The contract is for one-third of the average operating expenses in the amount of $12,448.00.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the contract for fire service with the Woodbury Fire Department for $12,448.00 for the fiscal year 2007 (July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007) as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Hall Restoration / Renovation Initiative – Donna Fitch would like the Selectboard to form a committee to spearhead some renovation and restoration work at the Town Hall.  The work would be historically accurate and Donna would look to grants for funding the project.  It was suggested Donna speak to Shirley Luce for background info on the Ladies Home Mission, which owns some of the furnishings in the building.  Donna will put up a “volunteers wanted” sign in the village stores to recruit members of the committee.  Paul Hannan heartily endorsed the formation of a committee to look at restoring the Town Hall and asked Donna Fitch to draft a “committee charge” and bring it back to the Selectboard.  Denise Wheeler volunteered to serve on the committee as the Selectboard liaison.  Paul thanked Donna for her efforts.


Moscow Woods Road Update – John Brabant reported the Road Commissioner, Don Singleton, feels Moscow Woods Road can be reopened to regular traffic with no weight restrictions and at a lower speed limit, coupled with weekly inspections of the road.  Heather Shouldice discussed the road with Cy Lamberton and said the State estimates it would cost about $300,000.00 to study, design and fix the road permanently.  Ernie Englehardt, AOT District #6 Transportation Engineer, suggested an alternate repair, which our road crew completed along with continually monitoring the road.  John Brabant made a motion to reopen Moscow Woods Road as recommended by Don Singleton and Alfred Larrabee with a posted speed limit of 20 mph in a construction zone with weekly walk by inspections of the section of road of concern.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Curb Cut Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the Application for Access & Right of Way Permit from Tim Howe for access on East Hill Road.  Peggy Bowen voiced concern about the location of the proposed curb cut and would like the access moved up the road a bit.  The Selectboard discussed the proposed access at length.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to table this application until the next meeting and hopes that Tim Howe and Peg Bowen will discuss the issue.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

     The Selectboard also reviewed the Application for Access & Right of Way Permit from the Rowell’s for access on Dugar Brook Road (minor subdivision) about 2 miles off the County Road.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the Permit to Construct Access with the following conditions: the applicant must install a 15” culvert under the driveway, build up the access for a flat approach at a minimum of twenty feet where it meets the road and at no more than a 3% grade.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

WEC Pole Location Application – The Selectboard reviewed the application from WEC for work on Apple Hill Road.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the application.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Update on Zoning Violations – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a zoning violation action with the Zoning Administrator and legal matters concerning Curtis Pond Dam as listed as agenda items #8 and #15 c).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan did not have anything to report.

Other Business – Denise Wheeler spoke to Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, inquiring about the status of the next meeting with Don Singleton regarding road information for the Planning Commission.  Denise also mentioned the approved changes to the Town Plan and Jack will discuss that with Scott Bassage on June 18th.

Tentative Agenda Items for July 10th Meeting

· Curb Cut Permit Application on East Hill Road
· Curb Cut update on Collar Hill Road
· Legal services general authorization for Zoning Administrator
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:55pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
