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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

November 24, 2008






        7:00pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Donna Fitch, Jack Russell, Jason Fielder and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the November 10th Meeting Minutes – The minutes were reviewed by the Selectboard and two corrections were made.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Town Hall Historic Assessment Grant – Donna Fitch came before the Selectboard to provide an update from the Town Hall Renovation Committee.  The committee requests $250.00 to match a grant that will enable the committee to contract with Mary Jo Llewellyn, Historic Preservation Consultant, to assess the condition of the Town Hall structure.  Anne Cousins, from Preservation Trust of Vermont, has also been contacted.  Preservation Trust of Vermont is a privately funded organization that provides grants and performs consultations.  Donna Fitch explained the goals are to keep the building from falling in, make the building usable year round and to improve looks (aesthetics).  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve $250.00 expenditure to the Town Hall Renovation Committee, with the expenditure line item source to be determined by the Town Treasurer or Committee Chair.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Appointments for Town Positions/Committees – Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Stephanie Kaplan to the Conservation Commission (term expires 2011).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Planning Commission formally presents Town Plan – Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, formally presented the new Town Plan to the Selectboard.  The Selectboard has 120 days from today to adopt the plan or not.  Discussion ensued.  The official document can be viewed and downloaded at the following: www.gr123.powweb.com/Calais.  Further review and discussion with Jack Russell will continue at the next regular meeting on December 8, 2008.

 Annual Authorization Request for Plowed Highways to be used by Snowmobiles – Jason Fielder from Mountain Tamers Snowmobile Club and Calais resident presented the Selectboard with a list for permission to use parts of town roads for snowmobiles from December 15th to April 15th.  Jason stated the list had a few changes, is shorter than in past years and has no new additions.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the list as presented with one change as follows: include from Tom McArdle’s only to the George Road trail.   The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Jason will provide a corrected copy to file in the Town Office.

Various Brief Updates

· John Brabant sent an email to Morris Root re: Curtis Pond Dam.

· DRB monitoring – the next hearing will be December 9, 2008.  It was agreed to attend some cases but not attend every hearing.  Anne Winchester suggested having a Planning Commission member attend the DRB hearings.

Other Business

· The first quarter expenditures for the Selectboard Budget FY 2008-09 were reviewed.
· The Times Argus called Paul Hannan and Denise Wheeler for comments on the second robbery at the East Calais General Store in less than one week.  Paul reiterated the Vermont State Police are our primary law enforcement agency.  We also have a Neighborhood Watch Program and advised residents to be more aware.  Note: the robberies turned out to be fabricated and the perpetrator has been arrested.
Tentative Agenda for December 8th Meeting

· Kellogg-Hubbard Library annual budget request with Dan Pudvah

· Town Plan continued discussion and review

· Conservation Commission request

· Tax mapping invoice and work plan

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:52pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

