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SELECTBOARD MEETING

June 14, 2004








  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, John McCullough, Jack Russell, Dana Huoppi, Steve Freihofner, Bill Porter, Ruth Porter, Jonathan Lange, Peter Harvey and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Call to Order & Moment of Silence for Sgt. Jamie Gray and President Ronald Reagan – Bob Withey, Selectboard Chair, Cy Lamberton and Eva Morse, Town Clerk, today attended the funeral for Sgt. Jamie Gray who was killed in Iraq on June 7, 2004.  Flowers were sent to the family on behalf of the Town.  Bob Withey asked those in attendance to observe a moment of silence in Sgt. Gray’s honor.  

Bob Withey asked for a moment of silence out of respect for the office of the Presidency since the passing of President Reagan on June 5, 2004.  Bob called upon the members of the Selectboard to state their feeling about observing the moment of silence.  After some discussion, Bob Withey called for a moment of silence for former President Ronald Reagan, so noted that Paul Hannan and Nedene Martin were not in favor of this observance.


Approval of May 25th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Randy Fitch abstained from the vote since he was absent from the last meeting.


Town Office Building Committee – John McCullough gave the Selectboard an update on the new town office building.  The roof was repaired per the Change Order from last month.  John stated the building is very close to substantial completion, possibly as soon as three weeks.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve a bill for payment to Mag Heat Exchangers in the amount of $2,147.10.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Roadside Mowing Bid Opening – The Town received only one bid for roadside mowing.  Doug Grout of Calais submitted a bid of $3,600.00, which was the same price as last year’s bid.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to accept the bid of $3,600.00 and award the job to Doug Grout.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Highway Permits from Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. – Washington Electric requests a permit to rebuild a 7200-volt electric distribution line on West County Road, north of Eva’s.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve this request on the condition the Co-op contact Verizon so Verizon gets their work done as well.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The second request from Washington Electric is to construct a 7200-volt electric distribution line on the North Calais Road to serve some customers.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve this request.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Woodbury Fire Department’s Annual Contract – Dana Huoppi and Steve Freihofner from Woodbury Fire Department presented the Selectboard with the new contract for fire service from 7/1/04 to 6/30/05 in the amount of $11,758.00 (operating expenses not capital budget items).  After some discussion, Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the above contract.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Amendments to State Statutes Governing Local Zoning – Title 24, Chapter 117 of the Vermont State Statute has recently been amended by the legislature.  Jack Russell, from the Planning Commission, explained that this amendment has more to do with “process than substantive change” about how the Selectboard or a town approves zoning.  Jack stated the legislation permits a Selectboard to vote in new zoning regulations OR a Selectboard may have the citizens vote in new zoning regulations.  But once a Selectboard decides to let the citizens vote in new zoning regulations, that Selectboard can’t take the authority back.  The citizens of a town would have to vote to give the authority back to a Selectboard.  Jonathan Lange suggested our Selectboard go ahead reviewing the proposed new zoning regulations as is being done.  The Selectboard will hear back from the Planning Commission as they figure out what the implications of this new legislation are on the Town.


Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations – The Selectboard began reviewing Article VI on page 53 through page 65.  


Town of Calais Website Maps – tabled this until next meeting.


Other business – Cy Lamberton reported training has taken place on the use of the “traffic calming equipment” (also known as the speed cart).  Marshfield and Plainfield are using it now and Calais will get it sometime in July.  All three towns are splitting the registration and insurance costs.

Paul Hannan had questions about the audit for the bond.  Bob Withey reported the firm that agreed to do the audit pulled out, and upon the recommendation of Paul Giuliani, another auditing firm was hired.  The audit is complete or close to completion and will be submitted with the bond application.

Nedene Martin is still waiting for the list of all the town committee members with the dates of terms, etc.


Tentative Agenda Items for June 28th Meeting
· Washington County Sheriff’s Contract for FY 2005

· Payment for Recording Secretary for Selectboard

· Reappointment of Road Commissioner, Review Road Crew salaries/rates

· Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations, Article VII on…

· Barre Town Ambulance Service Contract

· Town Website Maps

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:25pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Assistant Clerk

