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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

October 29, 2007






             
  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Cy Lamberton, Alfred H. Larrabee, and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the October 15th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  Some Selectboard members had questions, which were discussed.  Paul Hannan will try to get the questions answered by Eva Morse.


AOT Windfall Grant Money for Lightening Ridge Road Paving Project – Earlier this year the Town was denied grant funding from the State Agency of Transportation for $59,360.00 to repave 0.7 miles of Lightening Ridge Road from Route 14 to just past the Elementary School.  The Town’s share would have been $14,840.00.  Doug Newton, District 6 Technician, has notified the Town that the State can provide a $44,000.00 grant for this project.  The reclassification of that portion of Lightening Ridge from Class 3 to Class 2 has been approved by the AOT.  John Brabant made a motion to notify Doug Newton the Town is willing to accept $44,000.00 grant funding to be used for repaving said portion of Lightening Ridge Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Voters will be asked to fund the balance of the project at Town Meeting in March.


Conflict of Interest Policy – Denise Wheeler presented the “boiler plate” Conflict of Interest Policy for municipalities obtained from the VLCT.  Discussion ensued and further discussion will continue at the next meeting.


Review Quarterly Financial Reports – The Selectboard reviewed the quarterly report for the period July 1st thru September 30, 2007.  It was noted the Town is one quarter the way through the year and has spent one third of the budgeted amount for legal fees.  Some litigation is generating revenue as well.


Approve Letters to Residents re: Right-of-Way Issues – The Selectboard is concerned about two unrelated instances pertaining to the Town’s Right-of-Way in East Calais.  Firstly, Nedene Martin made a motion to send a letter to Paula Vincent, Marshfield Road resident, regarding the basketball hoop in the Town’s right-of-way.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Secondly, John Brabant made a motion to send a letter to John Kruse, property owner on Back Street, regarding parked cars in the Town’s right-of-way obstructing the ability of proper snow removal by the Road Crew.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance Revisions – The Selectboard reviewed the proposed changes as presented by Anne Winchester.  Anne will research the process for adoption, posting notices, etc.; to be continued at the next meeting.


Authorize signature on loan papers for new Town truck – Anne Winchester made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan to sign the loan papers for the new truck and obtain additional signatures as required.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


North Calais Woodshed in Town’s Right-of-Way – The Selectboard has learned that Denise Wilder and Michael Fullerton have built a woodshed in the Town’s right-of-way in North Calais.  Paul Hannan explained the whole process to them letting them know they need to come before the Selectboard with a completed application and request a permit.  Paul is asking a member of the Selectboard to follow up with them to be sure they complete the necessary paperwork and to do a site visit to measure the distance from the centerline of the road to the woodshed.


Other Business

· John Brabant distributed an email from Morris Root dated 10/17/07 regarding the Curtis Pond Dam Stone Rebuild Option.  John Brabant will follow up with Bob Finucane to try to get things moving forward.  Don and Bev Heise and other landowners need to be contacted regarding access permission.

· Vacancy on the Conservation Commission – Nick Emlen has resigned after 13 years of dedicated service to the Town on the Calais Conservation Commission, both as a member and Chair.  The Selectboard expressed sincere appreciation for his years of service and are looking for interested townspeople to fill the vacancy.

· Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) – Paul Hannan reported CART received a $4500.00 grant and is progressing well.  Marge Garfield will attend the next meeting.

· Duke / Sayers Subdivision – Dot Naylor inquired about the status of the proposed subdivision by Steve Duke and Jeff Sayers.  The Selectboard is unsure of the status and Dot Naylor will check with Peg Bowen, DRB Chair.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:08pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 9:33pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Tentative Agenda for November 12th Meeting

· Conflict of Interest Policy

· Use of Town Right-of-Way Ordinance Revision

· Calais Ancient Roads Team with Marge Garfield

· Open sealed bids for old truck

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:35pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

