Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

July 18, 2006

Present: Peter Harvey, Gary Root, Anne Winchester, Rhonda Shippee, Melanie Kehne, Diane Konrady, Jack Russell and Rich Quelch.

Non-member attendant: Eric Sorenson


Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

Commission Elections


Jack - Chair


Gary – Vice Chair


Rich - Secretary


Scott - Vice Secretary  



Approved, by voice vote, by all attending members. (8-0-0)

RPC Update – Rhonda


Rhonda updated us on what the RPC is planning to do. Rhonda explained that the RPC is planning to perform a basic build-out analyst of all towns. The RPC is planning to recognize areas for potential development, including areas for affordable and moderate income housing.

Proposed Zoning Change


a. Structure:  An assembly of materials on the land for occupancy or use, including but 
not limited to a building, mobile home or trailer, sign, wall or fence, which necessitates 
pilings, footings, or a foundation attached to the land, or which is occupied for more 
than 180 days per year or hooked up to an on-site septic system.  (See Exemptions 
under Section 1.5).


b. 3.8(B)


Changes:


Replace “with the approval” with “upon receipt of a permit” in # 2) and #3).


Add to number 4: “However, a noncompliant structure may be moved, enlarged or 
other wise modified to eliminate the cause of non-compliance only with a permit 
from the Zoning Administrator.”


c. District boundaries criteria 


Section 8.2 Amendments


A) These regulations and associated maps may be amended or replaced by or through the 
planning commission in accordance with the requirements and procedures established in 
the Act.


B) It is generally in the best interest of the town not to transfer an individual parcel of 
land to another district for the purpose of relaxing development restrictions. However, a 
person or persons may submit a proposal for a zoning district boundary adjustment to the 
Planning Commission. In this case:



1) The Planning Commission shall review the proposal in accordance with the 


Act.



2) If the Planning Commission finds that legal, engineering, surveying or other 


technical work is necessary in order to review the proposal, the application shall 


pay the costs. If the proposed change would affect the boundary of the Kents 


Corner-Old West Church Design Control Overlay District, the Planning 



Commission shall consult the Design Advisory Board. If the proposed change 


would affect the boundaries of shoreland, upland, or resource recreation districts, 


the Planning Commission shall consult the Conservation Commission.



3) Following review, the Planning Commission shall determine whether to hold a 


public hearing for the purpose of proposing a change to the bylaws pursuant to the 

Act. The Planning Commission shall not hold a public hearing unless it 



determines that the petitioner has shown that the change is consistent with the 


town plan and




a. there is an error in the boundary description or delineation,




b. there is a public need for the change which will be served by changing 



the boundary as proposed,




c. conditions in the affected area have changed and the boundary change 



would place the parcel in a more suitable zoning district, or




d. the change makes the Calais zoning district map substantially easier to 



understand.  


d .Vote on changed maps? Members discussed this topic significantly. We all agreed 
that the purpose of the Town Map is to show the zoning districts and that only changes 
to the Zoning Districts require a town vote. The definition is the actual collection of 
information and not the physical map. Gary made a motion to agree to this process. Peter 
seconded.



Rhonda amended motion. A revised map needs to be approved by the selectboard 
and attested to by the Town clerk. Peter seconded. Members voted, by voice vote, in 
favor of this process. (8-0-0)

Progress

a. Build Out Criteria




Melanie discussed the first meeting of the Build out Sub-Committee. 
Melanie explained the criteria in which the CVRPC normally use in their build 
out projects. Melanie and Rich discussed the additional criteria mention; wildlife, 
core forests, transportation, utilities, before and after, and expanding village 
districts.



Rich communicated with Dan Currier, from the CVRPC, with what the 
group had discussed. Dan will look into the data that is available and what  
information will need research. Dan will get back to Rich with his findings. Dan 
will also price the projected work for this project. 



Eric spoke up and talked about his recent conversation with Dan. Eric 
provided Dan with some of the information Dan needed. Eric also discussed the 
importance of soils and asked us to consider what different ways this information 
could be used, for this project.

b. Shoreland/Village Districts



Maple Corner- Gary visited location. What do we want as a deliverable? 
The PC is looking for an updated Map, as a deliverable, from Gary. Peter will 
provide Gary with a map to mark possible changes.

c. Road Vehicle monitoring 



Steve has begun this process. He should be finished in a few weeks. He 
has some information, on Calais roads, already documented. Rich identified about 
twelve 
more Class 3 roads for Steve to monitor traffic on.

d. Maps 



Peter has been working on maps. Peter has straightened Zoning Map and 
intends to distribute new maps to Eva and Dot.

Municipal Planning Grant


Rich will contact Dan Currier, from the Central Vermont Planning Commission, to see how they will help us complete the grant application. Also, Rich will inquire about what is needed from us and what the next steps are. Jack would like a time-line, for completion, written out.

New “Economy of Calais” Sub-Committee 


Jack discussed forming a new committee, to research and help support, new businesses within Calais. Future discussions will be necessary in order to form the committee and to establish a mission.

Minutes were approved with one spelling change. (8-0-0)

Meeting adjourned at 9:00



Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch
