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PUBLIC HEARING & SELECTBOARD MEETING

January 16, 2006







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Dick Rouelle, Jack Russell, Diana Chace, Wayne Morse, Lesley Fitch, Randy Fitch and Rose Pelchuck.

Public Hearing on Revisions to Zoning Regulations

Bob Withey, Selectboard Chair, called the hearing to order for the purpose of hearing public comments on the proposed revisions to the Zoning Regulations.  Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, was present to answer questions and provided additional explanation when necessary.  After listening to public comments, Bob Withey requested written comments be given to the Selectboard for consideration.  The process will be for the Selectboard to discuss further changes to the regulations and present it to the Town for voting on Town Meeting Day in March.  Paul Hannan requested Jack Russell provide official rewording in writing to the Selectboard.  Paul Hannan made a motion to close the public hearing.  

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Selectboard Meeting

Actions:


Approval of the January 2, 2006 Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the January 9th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Other Business – Bob Withey received a phone call from Edith Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, regarding the facilities needs of the East Montpelier Fire Department and information for an article on the March Town Warning.  In order to begin preliminary work for a new facility, Edith stated $25,000.00 is needed; the requested portion for Calais is $6,200.00 (approximately 1/4th total).  Edith requested an article be placed on the Town Warning asking for the funds.  This money will be used for facility design, perk testing land, etc.  Diana Chace, EMFD President, is in hopes that all the preliminary work can be done this year and EMFD would come before the voters in 2007 with a complete package to vote on.  A representative of the EMFD Facilities Steering Committee will be at Town Meeting to answer questions.  


Selectboard Budget 2006-07 – Heather Shouldice and Cy Lamberton presented the figures for the Selectboard budget for fiscal year 2006-07.  Each line was reviewed and discussed as necessary.  Paul Hannan made a motion to set the Town Clerk & Treasurer salary at $32,400.00 for next year.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Heather will rework some figures for the Zoning Administrator, debt service, FICA, and Medicare and report back at the next meeting.  Cy Lamberton reported the map creation requested funds of $6,000.00 might come out of appraisal funds or possibly a planning grant.  Cy will put together warning articles for the new Mack truck, increasing the equipment replacement fund to $45,000.00, come up with an amount to blacktop a portion of Moscow Woods Road in East Calais from Route 14 up to the post office and gravel resurfacing of Pekin Brook Road from Route 14 to the Town Office in Gospel Hollow.  


Other Business (continued) – Bob Withey received a phone call from Stuart Savage, U-32 Calais Board member, and reported “it was not good news”.  The town’s Common Level of Appraisal (CLA) has dropped to 66%, which is the 4th worse in change in the state.  This equates to a $0.40 increase per $100,00.00 of value.  The projected increase for the elementary school is $0.03 for a total projected increase of $0.43 per $100,000.00 of value.


Annual Selectboard Report for Town Report – Paul Hannan presented a draft report for the Selectboard members to review.  One suggestion to include in the report is the Common Level of Appraisal issue and subsequent tax increase. 


Curtis Pond Dam Update – Paul Hannan provided a copy of the e-mail he sent to Bob Finucane, Chief Dam Safety Engineer for the State of Vermont dated January 12, 2006.  Paul is awaiting a response from him.  Paul also provided a copy of the e-mail he received from Morris Root, Root Engineering, regarding the next phase of engineering work and the associated costs.  


Tentative Agenda for January 23rd Meeting

· Action on revision to Zoning Regulations
· Action on Town Highway and Selectboard Budgets FY 2006-07
· Action on Selectboard Report for annual Town Report
· Action on articles for Town Meeting Warning
· Vermont State Police Community Advisory Board response
· Curtis Pond Dam Update
· Town Invoices and Orders of the Day
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
