Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

April 17, 2007
Present: Melanie Kehne, Peter Harvey, Jack Russell, Rhonda Shippee, Scott Bassage, John McCullough and Rich Quelch. 
Non-member attendants: Jens Hilke (Fish & Wildlife) 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

Jack began the meeting by welcoming the newest member to the Planning Commission, John McCullough (john@artichokedesign.net ). John introduced himself and the members of the Planning Commission went around the table introducing themselves and welcoming John to the Planning Commission. 
“What If”

During the previous Planning Commission meeting, on April 3rd, Dan currier from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission attended and asked the Planning Commission to generate a list of “what ifs”. The list should include different possible ways to protect specific resources, to allow for growth in certain areas or just to see what impact specific zoning regulation changes would have on development.

The first draft of the members’ “What If” list: 


- Expanding acreage for specific lot sizes. Three different lot sizes. (No specific lot size 

   for lots in village districts, medium residential (?) and maybe 25 acres for areas in 

   Core 
Forests.) 

- Expanding village districts by 500 feet. 


- Growth Center with abutting village (North Montpelier).

- Road frontage reduced (from 300 feet). 


- Road frontage reduced in village districts (from 125 feet).


- Development in land loc parcels. 


- Planned Residential Development (Different models in different areas; water, elevation, 
   fields.)


Additionally, members of the Planning Commission began creating a list of features which they would like to see on over-lay maps:

- Add Flood Way Layer when the new maps are available to us. (Fluvial.)

- Vernal pools


- Water protection district in East Calais Village

- Core forest


- Class 4 Roads

- Slopes – 25%

- Deer Yards

- Endangered Species
Town Plan Review Process

The current Town Plan was changed in the fall of 2005. Peter will check with Rose to see if she has the minutes reflecting the amended changes, which were voted on by Calais residents, in the fall of 2005. It is important to be sure our changes are recorded and when changes were made, for we are required to update the Town Plan every 5 years.
Flood Plains 


Rhonda spoke on this matter concerning the updating process of the flood plain maps. Drafts of the new flood plain maps will be sent to the SelectBoard. Any landowner, whose land is affected by any of these changes, needs to be notified of these changes.
Meeting Minutes

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved with small changes. (7-0-0)
Meeting  adjourned at 9:07





Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch
