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SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 13, 2004






                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Donna Fitch, John McCullough, Charles Storrow, Dot Naylor, Dick Rouelle, Peter Harvey, Rick DeWolfe, David Schutz and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the August 30th Meeting Minutes – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Paul Hannan abstained since he was absent for the meeting.  The Selectboard members each received a copy of the September Public Meetings in Calais Calendar, which is produced each month by Peter Harvey.  Peter will supply the Selectboard with the calendar each month from now on.


Town Office Building Committee – John McCullough explained Change Order #4 for paint in the amount of $150.00, which will be reflected in the next and last application for payment from Blue Ridge Construction.  John presented the Budget Summary as of 9/13/04 with the projected cost of the new building at $211,000.00, minus total expenses (including anticipated expenses) of $210,119.72 indicating a balance of money available/savings $880.28.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to publicly thank everyone who helped out on the workday last Sunday.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Bob Withey also thanked Donna and John for organizing the workday.  Donna Fitch reported the Department of Labor and Industry would tour the building Thursday, 9/16/04, and hopefully grant the Certificate of Occupancy.  An Open House will be held on Saturday, October 2, 2004 from 10am to 3pm with the ribbon cutting ceremony at 11am.  Other things that need to be decided are who will have keys to the building and who will be in charge of reserving the building for small committee meetings.  The signs from Chris Miller will be put up before Fall Foliage Weekend.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve payment to Kenny Miller for labor in the amount of $225.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


Development Review Board Secretary Position – The Selectboard heard from Charles “Chuck” Storrow, DRB Chair, regarding the need to create and fill the position of DRB Secretary.  Chuck explained the need for administrative support to publish notices, take minutes, type DRB decisions and distribute information to the DRB members.  Currently, Eva Morse, Zoning Administrator, has been posting the notices, which a secretary could do, and DRB members alternate taking the minutes at the meetings (usually Ruth Porter and Peggy Bowen).  Chuck noted the DRB meetings last about two hours, estimates it would take five hours to complete the work from one meeting and recommends paying an hourly rate.  The secretary would be an independent contractor not a town employee.  Chuck expects the DRB to publish an advertisement for the position, interview candidates and make a decision.  Randy Fitch made a motion to pay a DRB Secretary $10.00 per hour for the maximum of $600.00 per year and allow the DRB to come back to the Selectboard for more funds if necessary.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion ensued.  The motion was voted on and carried 4-1 with Nedene Martin voting against the motion.  Nedene explained that she’s not against spending the money but would have liked the motion to reflect the amount of money allocated in the budget for this purpose.


Legal Services Authorization for Delinquent Tax Collector – The Selectboard reviewed a letter from Gloria Rice explaining the process for collecting delinquent property taxes and tax sales.  The letter noted that eventually the Delinquent Tax Collector employs an attorney for preparing and filing the documents necessary for a tax sale, which all become part of the delinquent tax.  Paul Hannan made a motion noting the Selectboard is aware of the Delinquent Tax Collector’s efforts to collect delinquent taxes by securing legal assistance; we support her in these efforts and acknowledge these efforts will result in increased expenses to the delinquent taxpayer as authorized by law.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1 with Randy Fitch abstaining from the vote.


Letter to Vermont Agency of Transportation Requesting Improvements on Route 14 – The Selectboard reviewed a draft letter to Ernest Engelhart, District Transportation Administrator, requesting various improvements the State can make to the intersections of Route 14 and Lightening Ridge Road and Route 14 in East Calais Village.  Nedene Martin made a motion to send the letter as written requesting the improvements noted therein.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion ensued.  Paul Hannan made a motion to amend, revising or eliminating #2 part B. on page one.  The motion was seconded, voted on and failed 2-3 with Randy Fitch, Bob Withey and Nedene Martin voting against the motion to amend.  The original motion was voted on and carried 3-2 with Paul Hannan and Cy Lamberton voting against the motion.


Proposed Curb Cut Ordinance – The Selectboard again reviewed the documents presented and discussed at the last meeting.  They are: the Application Form with Sketch, Notice of Approval, Final Permit and Ordinance, which will be attached to application form.  As requested, Bob Withey had the proposed documents reviewed by the attorney and legally there are no problems with them as written.  The following changes were proposed by Paul Hannan: Curb Cut Ordinance, page 1, Section 3, line 2 insert the word “previously” before permitted; Section 5, last line insert the word “guidelines” before promulgated; page 2, Article II, Section 1, line 2 delete the word “permits” at the end of the sentence; page 3, Article IV, Section 6, line 3 change “closure to close”.  Paul Hannan made a motion to add a sentence on page 3, Article IV, Section 5, Expiration as follows: “A one year renewal without change in circumstances and without additional fee will be entertained by the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan made a motion to adopt the Curb Cut Ordinance with all the above noted changes.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The next step is to post the new ordinance and see if the public would like a hearing.


Road Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed an application from Scott Tassey for an access on Lightening Ridge Road.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the application with the condition the applicant install a 15” culvert.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


(1) Vacancy on Conservation Commission

(2) Volunteers for EMFD Building Needs Steering Committee –Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the posting of the vacancy on the Conservation Commission and for two volunteers to serve on the newly formed East Montpelier Fire Department Building Needs Steering Committee.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


Review the Assistance Agreement with the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation – David Schutz reported the Town has been awarded a grant for $3,500.00, which is federal money that is channeled through the State.  Historic Kent’s Corner donated $1,500.00 and $500.00 will be from in-kind services.  The funds will enable the Calais Historic Preservation Committee to hire a Historic Preservation Consultant to update the National Register District (a listing of properties worthy of preservation in the nation; nothing regulatory) and better document the buildings it contains. David went on to say, in 1989 Calais created the Design Control District that includes the National Register District.  It is a regulatory district with set boundaries and adopted the guidelines from the U.S. Secretary of the Interior.  Any proposed changes in this district are reviewed by the Design Review Committee first then the Development Review Board.  Peter Harvey, Historic Preservation Committee Chair, suggested some date changes within the document to better reflect the anticipated timeline.  Paul Hannan made a motion to authorize Selectboard Chair to sign the Assistance Agreement between the State Division for Historic Preservation and the Town of Calais with the noted date changes.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

In a historically related matter, David Schutz presented the Selectboard with a draft letter urging the Governor and legislature to appropriate enough money for the Kent Museum to be able to open it’s doors.  Bob Withey will put this on the next agenda for action.


Planning Commission Funding Request – In August the Planning Commission requested $1,000.00 to pay for outside assistance (from Burnt Rock Consultants) with the revisions to the proposed new zoning regulations brought about by the new law Chapter 117.  In a recent conversation between Bob Withey and Jonathan Lange, Jonathan stated that $300.00 would be the outside number the Planning Commission would need.  Paul Hannan made a motion to authorize the Planning Commission to spend up to $300.00 for paid outside assistance for the proposed zoning regulations.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


The Selectboard agreed to pass over the continued review of the proposed new zoning regulations.


Other Business – Peter Harvey asked if the Historic Preservation Committee could meet in the new Town Office Building.  The Selectboard will discuss scheduling the meeting space at a later date once the Town Clerk is settled into the new office.  Peter Harvey also noted how effective the Speed Cart was when it was operating by the Calais Elementary School.  Nedene Martin reported the website hosts, .GOV, only accept credit card payments to register domain names.  Since the Town doesn’t have a credit card, the Selectboard agreed to allow Nedene to pay this bill and the Town will reimburse her.


Tentative Agenda Items for September 27th Meeting:

· Town Office Building Committee
· Curb Cut Application on Bliss Road
· Discuss draft letter to Governor Douglas re: Kent Museum
· Review proposed new zoning regulations
· Culvert Inventory from Cy
Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 9:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Recording Secretary
