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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
February 11, 2008






             7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Denise Wheeler

Actions:

Approval of the January 14th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard made some corrections to the minutes.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the January 21st Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard made some corrections to the minutes.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Annual AOT Certificate of Highway Mileage – Nedene Martin made a motion to authorize John Brabant to sign the annual AOT Highway Mileage Certificate and submit it to the State.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Assignments for Town Meeting Articles / Budget – The Selectboard reviewed the articles in the Warning and decided who would speak to the respective articles.  Paul Hannan reminded everyone that the Australian ballot articles cannot be discussed on the floor at Town Meeting.  The committee that reviews the social service organization funding requests will meet on February 20th.  Paul Hannan reported the Adamant Co-op Store is in poor financial shape that is why they are requesting tax stabilization from the Town.  Nedene Martin will call Eva Gumprecht encouraging her to be prepared to answer questions from townspeople about why the co-op should be tax exempt for five or ten years.

Approve Letter re: Chapin Road Subdivision – At the last meeting, Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, wanted to know if the Scribner’s ever paid the $3,000.00 to upgrade said portion of Chapin Road prior to lots #4 and #5 being sold.  The Selectboard has learned the Chad Scribner has not paid the agreed upon money, therefore the Town is sending him a letter requesting payment.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to his attorney.  Anne Winchester made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan, Chair, to sign the letter to Chad Scribner on behalf of the Selectboard and send it.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – nothing to report.
· Gates Salvage request for metal recycling bin at Calais depot – John Brabant reported the Town would get half the scale rate of the metal collected.  John has not heard back from Donna Barlow Casey from the CVSWMD to see if this would be acceptable under our current contract with the District.  It was also noted we still do not have a fence and gate at the depot, as was agreed upon last year.  The Selectboard expressed appreciation to the Calais Road Crew for clearing snow and sanding at the recycling center.
· EMFD Interlocal Agreement – The Selectboard received a letter from Greg Pelchuck, EMFD President, requesting a meeting at the end of this month with Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards to draft a new interlocal agreement.  The Selectboard discussed how best to move forward on this.  It was agreed to respond back to Greg as follows: EMFD should ask their attorney, Paul Giuliani, to draft a new interlocal agreement, provide a copy to each Selectboard to review and have reviewed by each town’s respective attorney.  We should then schedule a joint meeting after Town Meeting Day in March 2008 when the new Selectboard members are in place.  The Selectboard decided to have Paul Gillies represent the Town in this matter.
· Calais Animal Control Ordinance – Nedene Martin reported we have a questionable loophole in our current ordinance that needs further review and possible revision.  Can the Town take a nuisance animal if it is licensed?  What if a person does not want to show the license to the Animal Control Officer?  This will be on a future agenda.
Other Business – The Conservation Commission would like to spend $1,000.00 for a brochure. The Selectboard discussed whether this is allowable under the provisions of the Conservation Commission as it was established in 1989.  Paul Hannan will contact the Conservation Commission Chair to notify him one alternative would be to amend the Warning article from the floor to say $1,000.00 from this year’s appropriation will go towards printing the brochure.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Anne Winchester made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator at 8:25pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Nedene Martin made a motion to resume regular session at 8:33pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.


Tentative Agenda for the February 25th Meeting

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· Last minute discussion prior to Town Meeting Day
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance changes and possible adoption
John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
