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SELECTBOARD MEETING

July 25, 2005








7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Janet Ancel, Chuck Storrow, Wayne Morse, Dot Naylor and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the June 27th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan offered the following correction: on page 2, Other Business, third bullet should read the Selectboard went into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the July 11th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan offered the following correction: on page 1, Other Business, second to the last sentence should read Bob Withey provided a document to review titled “Protect Curtis Pond” from Bob Belisle.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Legislative Update –Janet Ancel (D), State Representative for Calais, Marshfield and Plainfield, was present this evening to check in with the Selectboard and listen to any concerns.  Janet briefly summarized the main issue of the past legislative session, healthcare reform.  The House Healthcare Committee and Health Reform Commission continue to work on plans for healthcare reform in Vermont.  One legislative study is looking at shifting more income from property tax to pay for healthcare and another is looking at redefining the homestead parcel.  Janet mentioned there are a number of education/school related studies as well.  Bob Withey was concerned about the lack of qualified firms or individuals to do reappraisals for towns.  Bob continued saying the State needs to provide people or train people to do reappraisals.  Janet brought up the possibility of five towns (Calais, Woodbury, Plainfield, Marshfield and East Montpelier) joining forces to entice an appraiser to do about one-third of the towns each year.  On behalf of the Selectboard, Bob Withey thanked Janet Ancel for joining us tonight.


Development Review Board Discussion of Zoning Issues – Chuck Storrow, DRB Chair, was present to discuss three issues: 1.) Process of sending applicants to the Selectboard; 2.) Coordinate the Selectboard Curb Cut function with the DRB approval function; and 3.) Alternates serving on the DRB.  Firstly, Chuck reviewed the subdivision approval process, a three-step review.  Chuck sited the basic issue is getting input from the Selectboard and/or help the DRB make a decision (for example: looking at the adequacy of the roads to support a subdivision).  Chuck agreed to provide a copy of any DRB decision with a memo to the Selectboard in order to improve communication between the two boards.

Secondly, with regard to coordinating curb cut approval, Chuck reviewed that applicants need to obtain approval from both the DRB and Selectboard.  If the decisions differ, the applicant can go back to the other board to make one final site for the curb cut.  Chuck went on to say the DRB permit is usually contingent upon Selectboard approval.  In a case when an applicant needs two permits, one from the DRB and one from the Selectboard, it is the applicants’ choice where to go first.

Thirdly, Chuck cited some confusion about who are alternates to the DRB.  Bob Withey reported the names of people from 2003 on and no terms limits were set past 2005.  Paul Hannan will check State statute about term expiration to help the Selectboard define their list of alternates on the DRB.  The Selectboard will then notify Chuck Storrow with the results.


Kent Museum Grant Application – David Schutz was not present this evening.


Set the Town Tax Rate for 2005 – Cy Lamberton reported in order to meet the expenditures in the highway and Selectboard budgets, the Town tax rate should be $0.68, up from the estimated amount of $0.66 on Town Meeting Day.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to establish $0.68 for the Town tax rate to support the Town budget (highway and Selectboard) for the fiscal year 2005-06.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Traffic in Maple Corner – Paul Hannan received a call from someone that people are not stopping at the stop sign in Maple Corner.  Paul relayed it to Bob, who in turn called the Sheriff’s Department.  The Selectboard discussed putting up a Stop Ahead sign and trimming brush to improve visibility.  The Selectboard agreed the Speed Limit 25 signs are too far out on the County Road and West County Road.  Cy will continue to follow up on this matter.  Nedene Martin mentioned seeing high-speed vehicles on Route 14.

Other Business – Bob Withey reported the Selectboard received a half-year report (11/18/04 to 5/18/05) from the Vermont State Police listing the variety of activities they have responded to in Town.  The report lists, DUI violations, trespassing, motor vehicle noise complaints, abandoned autos and false alarms, to name a few.

Underage drinking at Curtis Pond was discussed and people were reminded to call the State Police to respond.

Bob Withey donated a flagpole for the Town Office building and John McCullough is working on it.

The Selectboard received a response from the Public Service Board acknowledging our letter to them and encouraged the Town to notify them if we need any further help in this matter.

Cy Lamberton reported the CVSWD now wants a gate at our Calais trash/recycle depot to keep people from dumping trash during non-business hours.  Cy will pursue it with the district office.

Nedene Martin will call Janet Ancel about the cost of disposing of all the tires found on Green Up Day, possibly some State aid is available to help with the cost.


Tentative Agenda Items for the August 8th Meeting

· Terms of DRB Alternates

· Kent Museum Grant Application

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

