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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

February 23, 2009             





        7:00pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Cy Lamberton, Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Scott Bassage, Dot Naylor, Pam DeAndrea, Gary Root, Candice Shaffer, Bob Shaffer, Jack Russell, Susan Russell and Rose Pelchuck.

PUBLIC HEARING


Paul Hannan, Chair, opened the public hearing at 7:05pm for the purpose of discussing the proposed new Town Plan.  The plan as presented reflects public input from several public hearings over the past year.  Public comments were heard and questions were answered.  Anne Winchester made a motion to adopt the 2009 Calais Town Plan as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Selectboard expressed sincere thanks to the Planning Commission for all their efforts.  Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, thanked the Selectboard for the way the two boards were able to communicate and share ideas effortlessly; overall, all towns should be working this way.  The public hearing was formally closed at 7:34pm.

Actions:


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Approval of the February 9th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made two changes to the minutes as presented.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Approve Annual Posting of Roads – Each spring the roads in town are posted for vehicle weight limits to minimize road damage during mud season.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the following weight limits on town roads until May 15, 2009 and the posting thereof:

2 axles

15,000 pounds weight limit

3 axles

18,000 pounds weight limit

Tractor-trailer
20,000 pounds weight limit

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Questions can be directed to Don Singleton, Road Commissioner.

Sign Highway Grant Paperwork – The Selectboard reviewed more of the State highway grant papers, which entitle the Town to receive a total of $59,156.18 for work done last summer on Lightening Ridge Road.  The Selectboard thanked Cy Lamberton for many long hours completing the paperwork and following through in order to obtain this grant.  The funds will go into this year’s highway budget and may be carried over since they are grant funds.


Town Meeting Day Assignments – The annual Warning was reviewed; no particular assignments were given to speak to certain articles.


Various Brief Updates – John Brabant continues to leave voice mail messages for Morris Root to complete the necessary permit applications and submit them to Steve Bushman, ANR State Dam Safety Engineer, by March 1, 2009.


Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – Judge Meredith Wright, Environmental Court Judge, rejected the motion to reconsider the penalty in the Barbara Noordsij case; therefore, the penalty judgment of $24,695.00  (representing $695.76 for Zoning Administrator’s time and costs plus $23,999.16 for attorney’s fees and costs incurred by the Town) stands.  The defendant has 30 days to appeal the decision to the Vermont Supreme Court.  Regarding the McCullough Crushing proceedings, the decision by the DRB is in Environmental Court and the current application proceedings are in ACT 250.


Other Business

· Anne Winchester has received notification that repaving the County Road has made it onto the list along with about 400+ other paving projects lining up for federal stimulus funds when they become available.

· John Brabant noted a federal revolving loan program would not be appropriate for work on the Curtis Pond Dam rebuild but would possibly be more appropriate for replacing the water lines in East Calais village.  Anne Winchester has the application and will give it to Syver Rogstad.

· The Vermont Local Roads Program has awarded Alfred Larrabee a certificate of attendance for the Flagging Certification Workshop that was recently held.  The certificate will be filed.

· The Calais Lakes and Ponds Group received their grant and the Selectboard has to sign off on it, since the Selectboard actually receives the funds on behalf of the Lakes and Ponds Group.

· In previous years, the school principal has requested a Selectboard member along with the School Meeting Moderator review the notes of the annual school meeting.  The Selectboard is not clear why this is the process, therefore Denise Wheeler agreed to contact the VLCT to inquire why the Selectboard needs to sign off on the annual school meeting minutes.

· Paul Hannan reported Bus U-15 has gotten stuck on the Calais Worcester Road on the hill after dropping off children at the bottom of the hill.  Don Singleton thinks the sanding is sufficient.  It was noted the buses use “spinner chains” that are not always effective and only spin when the tires are turning.  Don called the First Student Bus Company and they stand behind using these chains.  No decisions or further action was taken.

· Denise Wheeler requested the use of a table on Town Meeting Day for The Health Center to conduct a survey.  The Selectboard granted the request.

· The Town received a letter from Doug Lilley asking for $2,715.66 for the tax stabilization funds he thinks he should have received.  The Selectboard discussed the matter.  John Brabant will draft a letter in response to Doug Lilley that will be reviewed at the next regular meeting.

· Gary Root, Planning Commission member, inquired about the permanent official town documents, both paper and electronic.  The Selectboard explained that Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary, is the keeper of the official town documents, specifically the Land Use & Development Regulations and soon to be, Town Plan.  The Town Clerk has both the paper and electronic copy of the Zoning Regulations.  After Rose receives the new Town Plan, paper and electronic copies of the Town Plan will also be in the Town Office.  When the Planning Commission begins work revising either document, an electronic copy can be obtained.  The town’s website also has both documents.

· The Selectboard members expressed sincere thanks and appreciation to Paul Hannan, Chair, for his years of dedicated service to the Town on the Selectboard.  Thank you also for helping the Calais Ancient Roads Team.  We look forward to hearing from you as CART reports back to the Selectboard in the spring.  Thanks Paul!
Tentative Agenda for the March 9th Meeting

· Election of Selectboard Officers
· Begin appointment process for various town positions, commissions, etc.
· Post-town meeting day debriefing
· Next steps in renegotiating EMFD Interlocal Agreement
· Response letter to Doug Lilley
Paul Hannan, Chair, made a motion to adjourn before 9:00pm at 8:59pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
