Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 6, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Jack Russell, Denise Wheeler and Rhonda Shippee.
Calais residents attending: Dot Naylor and Nedene Martin.
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 

Public Hearing

Jack began the hearing by asking Dot and Nedene if they had any questions or comments.
Questions:
1) Nedene asked the Planning Commission a question concerning Section 3.2, Access for Nonfrontage lots, Curb Cuts, & Driveway Standards, under (A), 3). Nedene asked if the PC felt that they are accomplishing what they had hoped to, with the new proposed language. 
The PC answered Nedene’s question, by explaining that the new proposed language was addressing an issue that recently was brought to their attention.
2) Nedene asked a question concerning Proposed Goal 6, of the Transportation section, in the Town Plan. Nedene asked where, a. The Selectboard should have a policy for building and accepting new roads., came from.
Dot responded to the question, explaining the importance of having such a policy. Dot gave examples of changed roads, where the town did not have a policy.
The PC explained that the work may be done by the PC, but the idea was to keep the responsibility with the Selectboard.

3) Dot suggested making changes to Section 3.8 (B). Dot stated that the language should be more structured, in reference to septic requirements.

After some discussion, within the PC, the following language was written:
“For an enlargement or expansion the DRB may require an independent engineer to review the existing septic system to determine adequacy. “
4) Dot suggested making changes to the new proposed (D), under Section 1.6, to simplify and to clarify the reading.

After some discussion, the following language was created:
Section 1.6 add a new (D)

(D) An Issued Permit is void if:

i) construction does not begin within 18 months (requires a new application and fee)
  or;

ii) within 36 months of the date of the permit, construction has not  been completed sufficiently to demonstrate compliance to the conditions of the application in vertical dimensions, horizontal dimension, and setbacks, (unless construction is delayed by litigation or proceedings to secure other permits or to secure title through foreclosure.) The applicant may be granted an extension of time (not to exceed 12 months) by the Zoning Administrator based on a review of the process to date and any regulatory changes. 

5) Nedene pointed out a spelling error in the new proposed Transportation section, of the Town Plan. Nedene suggested changing “there of” to “thereof”. 
End of Public Hearing
Discussion

Jack asked for anyone to make a motion. Denise made a motion to accept the recommended changes, as the new wording was read. The motion was seconded by Rhonda and approved in favor by voice vote (5-0-0).

Transportation Infrastructure Plan
Jack asked the Transportation Subcommittee to determine and to explain what the next steps are. The subcommittee will report back to the Planning Commission on January 3, 2006. The Planning Commission identified the following five areas that need to be addressed:
a) Map

b) Criteria

c) Alternate routes
d) Process

e) Future growth
District Boundaries
a) Update regarding forming a group 


Continued to the next meeting.
b) Criteria for changing boundaries

Create criteria for changing district boundaries. Boundaries include: shore land, village, town, and district.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00




Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch
