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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
January 28, 2008






             7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Bob Shaffer, Peg Bowen, Eric Sorenson, Gail Graham, Jill Schultz and Rose Pelchuck.

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS

Paul Hannan, Chair, opened the public hearing; copies of the proposed changes were distributed.  Peg Bowen, Development Review Board Chair, submitted a four-page letter of items she would like changed in the present Zoning Regulations.  Anne Winchester provided an overview of each of the nine proposed changes and rationale behind each change (refer to Proposed Changes to Zoning document dated 12-Jan-08).  Peg Bowen walked through the changes she would like to have in the zoning regulations.  After considerable discussion, Nedene Martin made a motion to strike Change 8 (Section 3.2 Access for Nonfrontage lots, curb cuts & Driveway Standards, (A) 4) of the Proposed Changes to Zoning.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Note: Change 9 will now become Change 8.
Paul Hannan stated the Selectboard appreciates Peg Bowen’s comments but timing is the problem.  Peg Bowen will work with the Planning Commission and DRB to go through the current Zoning Regulations, incorporating her changes with recommended language for revision next year.  Nedene Martin made a motion to adopt the Proposed Changes to Zoning as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

John Brabant made a motion to close the public hearing at 8:15pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Actions:

Approval of the January 14th and January 21st Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Selectboard Report for Annual Town Report – The Selectboard reviewed the draft as written by Paul Hannan.  Paul received praise for the nice job writing the report.  Typos will be corrected.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to adopt the Selectboard Report as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.


Changes to Text of Town Meeting Warning – It was agreed the Selectboard members would go to the town office on Saturday, February 2, 2008 at the Town Office to sign the Warning.  Further discussion about the tax stabilization program for two farmers ensued.  Anne Winchester made a motion change the previously approved warning article to read as follows: To see if the Town will vote to continue its tax stabilization program for farmers for a period of one year only.  As a condition for eligibility a farmer shall, by March 31, 2008, submit to the Town a letter of intent to enroll in the state’s Use Value Appraisal Program (“Current Use”) by its deadline of September 1, 2008 for tax relief in the tax year following expiration of this one-year extension of the Town’s tax stabilization program.  The Town’s program exempts taxes on two-thirds of a farm property, except for the house and two acres of land, and presently has two farms still enrolled.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard will review and sign the invoices and orders individually at the Town Clerk’s Office this week.


Liquor License Permit Application: General Store of East Calais – The Selectboard reviewed the application from Lapan Enterprises, LLC for a liquor license permit as the potential new owners of the store.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the permit application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Various Brief Updates:

Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant reported he has spoken with Morris Root (Paul has also).  As previously reported, the Town can be an applicant on the ANR application for the dam rebuild or reconstruction.  In a conversation with a staff attorney, the permit would be issued for three years but eventually would need an owner’s name on it.  John contacted our congressional delegation’s respective offices for more information about applying for a Federal Water Resources Development Grant.  Ethan Ready in Senator Sanders’ office has been attending the State Dam Task Force meetings.  Brian Fitzgerald from the Dam Safety Program has a prioritization scheme and Curtis Pond Dam is on that list.  John thought Curtis Pond Dam is third on the list of priority.  John also has contacted Bob Pacquin in Senator Leahy’s office and Patricia Coates in Congressman Welch’s office.  John will try to find out when the State Dam Task Force meets next and attend if possible.  The Selectboard did mention including plans for a small-scale hydro electrical generating operation in the plans for the Curtis Pond Dam rebuild if possible. 

Metal Recycling Bin – John Brabant will follow up with Gates Salvage regarding their request to put a metal recycling bin at the Calais Depot and if that would be allowable under the Town’s contract with CVSWMD.

Chapin Road Subdivision Conformance with Road Requirements – Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, knows nothing about a payment to the Town for $3,000.00 as agreed upon at the November 28, 2005 Selectboard Meeting.  (See exact text from 11/28/05: Chad Scribner offered to buy a couple hundred yards of crushed gravel for the road.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to accept $3,000.00 for crushed gravel the Scribner’s have offered to put on Chapin Road with the Calais Road Crew to widen the Class 3 portion of Chapin Road to 16 feet wide as part of regular road maintenance.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.)  Dot Naylor suggested the Selectboard send Chad Scribner a letter regarding the funds for Chapin Road.  After rereading the DRB decision, Dot noted the DRB made the subdivision on Chapin Road very tight with no boundary changes or further subdivisions allowed in that five-lot subdivision.  


Other Business:
· Vacancy on the Conservation Commission – The Selectboard reviewed a letter of interest and resume from Candice Shaffer to fill the vacancy on the Conservation Commission.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Candice Shaffer to fill the unexpired four-year term vacated by Nick Emlen (expires in 2011) on the Conservation Commission.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· Nedene Martin made a motion to print fees collected by the Town Clerk in the annual Town Report.  John Brabant seconded the motion and discussion ensued.  Paul Hannan noted the fees collected are a matter of public record, posted in the Town Office and Eva Morse is in full compliance with State law regarding disclosing this information.  John Brabant withdrew his second on the motion because he thought this motion was in reference to the Collector of Delinquent Taxes not the Town Clerk.  Denise Wheeler then seconded the motion to continue discussion.  The motion was voted on and failed 1-4, with Paul Hannan, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler and Anne Winchester voting against the motion.

· The Selectboard will discuss at the next meeting assigning Selectboard members to speak to specific articles at Town Meeting.

Tentative Agenda for February 11th Meeting

· Review and approve January 14th, 21st, and 28th Meeting Minutes
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance changes and possible adoption
· Deferred items from previous agendas
John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 9:34pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

