Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

June 7, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Jack Russell, Gary Root and Rhonda Shippee.

Non-member attendant: Dot Naylor

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 


Jack began the meeting by asking for acceptance of a letter to Eva Morse, which thanked Eva for her dedicated service as the Calais Zoning Administrator. The original draft was accepted with a few minor changes.

Transportation Sub-Committee Report


Denise reviewed the minutes distributed to the members of the PC. Denise explained the process in which we formed our phased approach:

1) Differences between Zoning Regulations and Town Plan

a. Deliver to PC for review - July 19

b. Present to Selectboard – Last meeting in August

2) Work from created list during document review

a. Will likely include:

i. Pedestrian Transportation

ii. Supporting data 

iii. Review of policies 

iv. Transportation Map

b. Present to Selectboard – 1st meeting in December

Selectboard Assigned Tasks Discussion


Members discussed Anne Winchester’s breakdown of the list the Selectboard had tasked the Planning Commission with. Much discussion was developed from the subjects of non-conforming lots and boundaries between village and shoreland districts. Scott brought up the need for a telecommunication amendment and volunteered his time, and asked Rhonda to assist, in creating the appropriate document. From our discussions, priorities were formed:

1) Help new Zoning Administrator

2) Transportation Infrastructure Plan

3) Telecommunications Amendment

4) Non-conforming lots issues

5) Zoning district boundaries

Also from our discussion, two items were taken off of the list:

1) Enforcement: enforcement for a violation from 15 to 6 years

a. We have addressed previously

b. 15 years is State Statute

2) Rewrite historic district regulations

a. Currently being reviewed by another committee

b. At least a year away

c. Applying for an additional grant

Zoning Application Review


Dot Naylor suggested changing the application, to include the appeal process and the expiration of the permit. Members asked Dot to make the changes she wishes and to present the final document to the Planning Commission for approval. Dot agreed.

Zoning Administrator Questions


Dot asked about the creation of a permit sign, which is required to be posted, on the property for 15 days. The 15 day requirement was confirmed and the members asked Dot to create the sign.


Dot also asked the PC if a permit is required for docks. This question was researched and the conclusion was “yes”.

Minutes Review


Rhonda moved to accept the minutes of our May 17th meeting, with the amendment of adding “map”, to the Transportation Infrastructure requirements. Motion seconded by Scott. The motion was voted on by voice and accepted by all present members (7-0-0).

Additional Business


Scott moved to continue meeting at the School, during the summer, instead of meeting at the Town Hall. Motion seconded by Rhonda. The motion was voted on by voice and accepted by all present members (7-0-0).

Meeting adjourned at 9:02

Note: The scheduled meeting of June 21 was canceled, due to attendance.

