July 27, 2009, Minutes

Continued, Page 3

SELECTBOARD MEETING

 Approved Minutes
July 27, 2009






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Gail Graham, John Audy, Jr., Ty Rolland, Toby Talbot, Jay Copping, Duane Wells, Chris Cochran and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester

Actions:


Approval of July 13th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made one change to the minutes as presented.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.

Curb Cut Access Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed an application from Larry Orr on Leonard Road for construction of a new driveway access.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: applicant must install a 15” culvert at the access and speak with the Road Crew prior to commencing work in order to come up with a plan to divert water that runs down the road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Chapin Road Development – As discussed at the last meeting, the Selectboard had been notified the 4th lot of the Chad Scribner five-lot subdivision on Chapin Road has been sold but no building permit will be issued until such time as Mr. Scribner pays the outstanding debt to the Town in the amount of $3,000.00.  The outstanding debt has been paid by check and the building permit for the 4th lot has been issued.


Property Valuation & Review Software Bill – The Treasurer, Eva Morse, has received a bill for this annual renewal for $201.89.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to pay the bill for $201.89 for the Property Valuation & Review Software.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

East Montpelier Fire Department Emergency Services Facility – Scott Bassage made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:10pm with EMFD Officers and EMFD Administrative Assistant, Rose Pelchuck, for the purpose of discussing ongoing negotiations, legal matters, etc. relating to the potential emergency services facility property in East Montpelier Village.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Duane Wells, East Montpelier Selectboard representative, and Jay Copping, EMFD President, arrived late and joined the Executive Session in progress.  Scott Bassage made a motion to resume Regular Session at 7:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  

Scott Bassage made a motion to concur with the July 20, 2009 action of the East Montpelier Selectboard in approving John Audy to negotiate with the landowner of the potential site and to offer up to $12,000.00 refundable, good faith deposit.  Also to ask Attorney Paul Giuliani to contract with Stone Environmental for Phase 1 Environmental Assessment on behalf to the Towns of Calais and East Montpelier.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Emergency Management Procedures – Toby Talbot, Calais’ Emergency Plan Coordinator, reviewed the Basic Emergency Operations Plan with the Selectboard, noting it has been revised to reflect changes on the Selectboard.  The official document is kept in the Town Office.  The Delegation of Authority, which identifies/assigns people to fill in for the Selectboard members in the event they are unavailable, needs to be complete.  Toby suggested looking to people who have served the town in a leadership capacity.  The same few people can be delegated for all the Selectboard members since it is unlikely all Selectboard members would be unavailable at the same time.  The Selectboard will review the plan, name some people to delegate authority to in the event of an emergency and adopt the plan at the next meeting.

Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – Zoning Administrator, Dot Naylor, reported two appeals of Development Review Board decisions have been filed in Environmental Court.  They are the Myers and Miller cases, both in the shoreland village district.  John Brabant made a motion to authorize Zoning Administrator, Dorothy Naylor, to file an entry of appearance for both cases in Environment Court on behalf of the Town of Calais.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Dog Complaint in East Calais Village – The Selectboard discussed a dog complaint about intolerable noise coming from a dog kennel owned and operated by Carla Straight.  The letter of complaint was not signed with a last name.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to ask Constable and Pound Keeper, Fred Bushway, to visit the person who wrote the letter.  Cy will contact Fred to inform him of the complaint.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Historic Preservation Commission Appointment – Chris Cochran is interested in serving.  Scott Bassage made a motion to appoint Chris Cochran to fill the vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission, a three-year term that expires in 2011.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Retaining Wall in North Calais – Chris Cochran informed the Selectboard about a retaining wall in North Calais, believed to be in the Town right-of-way that has fallen into a brook.  The wall measures approximately 10-15 feet high by 20 feet long and is 24 feet from the centerline of the road.  Denise Wheeler suggested contacting Steve Cusick, Conservation Commission Chair, to have them weigh in on the situation.  Alfred Larrabee suggested getting another estimate to repair the wall since the first estimate was very high.

Road Foreman Hiring Discussion – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:27pm with Alfred Larrabee for the purpose of discussing hiring a new Road Foreman (personnel matter).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Scott Bassage made a motion to resume Regular Session at 9:12pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Denise Wheeler reported the Selectboard is pleased to announce the Town has hired Alfred Larrabee as our new Road Foreman beginning August 1, 2009.  The Selectboard will now advertise to fill the vacancy on the Road Crew.  Alfred would also like per diem drivers for the winter in order for the crew to have rotating weekend coverage.  

John Brabant made a motion to provide the Calais Road Crew a 3% (three percent) pay increase retroactive to July 1, 2009 effective today, July 27, 2009.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Various Brief Updates

· The Selectboard received a letter (dated July 9, 2009) of apology from Morris Root for the frustration created due to the difficulties he had maintaining a project schedule for rebuilding the Curtis Pond Dam.  Morris Root has proposed a September 15, 2009 filing date for the permit application to Steve Bushman, State Dam Safety Engineer.  This will provide enough time for the various other agencies to complete their review process prior to March 2010.
· Cy Lamberton reported the Town officially has State Highway Grant funding to repave East Hill (Marshfield Road).  Our portion will be asked of the voters on Town Meeting Day 2010.
· Town Hall Restoration Project – Donna Fitch is no longer able to chair this project.  The Selectboard discussed how important this building is to the Town.  Rose Pelchuck agreed to draft a letter to the Historic Preservation Commission asking them to take restoration of the Town Hall on as a priority.
· Calais Ancient Roads Team Chair, Marge Garfield, has stepped down from this position after two years.  The Selectboard, on behalf of the entire Town of Calais, expressed sincere appreciation for the countless hours and thorough effort Marge put in on this project.  This was indeed a huge undertaking that had never before been done in Calais.  Marge’s contribution in this effort will be long remembered.  Charlotte Hanna Bassage has agreed to coordinate the ancient roads records in conjunction with Paul Hannan and Conrad Smith, ground crew field search personnel.  The 17 manila folders with two sets of copies of data on each priority ancient road are now available in the Town Office.  One set of data is stapled to the folder and the other copy is for public use to view and/or copy.  

Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:32 pm with the Zoning Administrator in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Scott Bassage made a motion to resume regular session at 9:38pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler had nothing to report publicly.

Tentative Agenda for the August 10th Meeting

· Trails Program Grant & Conservation Commission funds
· Approve revised Emergency Operations Plan with delegation of authority
· Dog complaint in East Calais village: report from Fred Bushway, Pound Keeper
· East Montpelier Fire Department update and Interlocal Agreement for Ambulance Services
· Calais Ancient Roads Team update
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:38 pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
