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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
March 9, 2009






                          7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Paul Hannan and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Election of Chair – Denise Wheeler, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to nominate Anne Winchester as Selectboard Chair.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Scott Bassage made a motion to nominate Denise Wheeler as Vice Chair.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  

Post-Town Meeting Day Organizational Items – Cy Lamberton made a motion to adopt Roberts Rules of Order for small boards as the procedure to be used by the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  John Brabant arrived after these votes.  Cy Lamberton, Notary Public, swore in John Brabant, who was re-elected to a three-year term.  Eva Morse swore in Scott Bassage last week to a two-year term.  

Scott Bassage made a motion to set the official meeting date and location as follows: regular meetings will be held on the second and last Mondays each month at 7:00pm.  Beginning with the first meeting in November, the meetings will be held at the Calais Elementary School and beginning with the first meeting in May, at the Calais Town Hall.  Agenda items need to be given to the Chair by the close of business on the Wednesday preceding each meeting for inclusion on the agenda.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Denise Wheeler made a motion to compensate Cy Lamberton $50.00 for preparing the Town Hall with heat prior to Town Meeting with gratitude (funds will be from the gift line item of the budget).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Cy Lamberton abstained from the vote.  Scott Bassage is willing to work with Cy to “learn the ropes” of taking care of the Town Hall.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to reappoint Rose Pelchuck as Selectboard Secretary with annual compensation as budgeted.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Thank you!

Denise Wheeler made a motion to reappoint Eva Morse as Selectboard Clerk.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Approval of the February 23rd Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made one change to the minutes as presented.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Scott Bassage abstained from the vote.

Appointments for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions – The Selectboard reviewed the list of positions to which townspeople need to be appointed.  The Selectboard will contact people hoping to find volunteers for the necessary positions.  Interested townspeople that have not served in a position can send a letter of interest to the Town Clerk or via e-mail to the Vice Chair, Denise Wheeler.  An incumbent can call any member of the Selectboard to be considered for reappointment.  The Selectboard will begin making appointments at the March 30th meeting at the Calais Elementary School.

Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator and former Selectboard Chair, Paul Hannan, at 7:33pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to resume regular session at 8:25pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint former Selectboard member, Paul Hannan, to serve as the Selectboard’s agent and representative for the purpose of consulting with the Town Attorney, Zoning Administrator and/or other appropriate persons and making a recommendation to the Selectboard on any further action to be taken by the Town in Environmental Court Docket No. 142-6-06 Vtec, Town of Calais v. Noordsij.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Anne Winchester reported the Selectboard reviewed the decision by the judge and Scott Bassage, new Selectboard member, was informed of the ongoing legal issues before the Town.

Report on Selectboard Approval of Annual School Meeting Minutes – Denise Wheeler spoke to the Vermont League of Cities & Towns and the Selectboard does not have to approve the minutes from the annual school meeting.

Next Steps re: Interlocal Agreement with EMFD and Town of East Montpelier – The Selectboard discussed planning to move forward to renegotiate the Interlocal Agreement, possibly changing percentage of contributions and including the newly formed EMFD Ambulance Service.  Rose Pelchuck informed the Selectboard she has been appointed the new EMFD Administrative Assistant.  It was agreed Rose will meet with Scott Bassage privately to bring Scott up to speed on matters relating to fire protection, emergency services and the newly formed ambulance service.

Response Letter to Doug Lilley re: Tax Stabilization Program End – As discussed at the last meeting, the Town received a letter from Doug Lilley asking for $2,715.66 for the tax stabilization funds he thinks he should have received.  The Selectboard reviewed the letter John Brabant drafted; a few minor changes were agreed upon.  The letter will be signed at the next meeting.

Discussion for Maintaining Official Electronic Documents – resolved at the last meeting; no further action necessary.  Rose Pelchuck will check with Gary Root about getting the final copy of the newly adopted Town Plan.

Acceptance of Grant on Behalf of Calais Lakes & Ponds Group – The Selectboard reviewed and signed the paperwork for a $2,750.00 grant (550 hours in kind labor at $15.00 per hour) for the Calais Lakes & Ponds Group.

Other Business

· Peter Harvey reported Vermont Community Energy Mobilization (VCEM) training has been set up.  VCEM is a community-based volunteer project that trains local volunteers to make home energy-use assessments and direct installations of energy-saving products.  Trained volunteers are then scheduled to go in pairs to homes to:
install specific energy-savings measures, identify if home heating usage is efficient and provide homeowners with information regarding programs that help increase efficiency.  The assessments, installations and products are free-of-charge to the homeowners.  Denise Wheeler will forward this information to the Energy Committee.
· Anne Winchester received a request from Toby Talbot, EMFD member, asking for a necessity resolution adopted by the Selectboard in which the proposition of incurring bonded indebtedness was approved.  Anne asked Rose Pelchuck to follow up by getting the necessary information from the minutes and forwarding it to Toby.

· Rose Pelchuck requested the Selectboard get an update from the Calais Broadband Committee and see where they are regarding bringing high-speed Internet service to all of Calais.  At Town Meeting, several residents expressed ongoing frustration with dial-up service.  Janet Ancel mentioned in her Town Meeting Day comments the State Telecommunication Authority is charged with, among other things, bringing high-speed throughout Vermont.  Scott Bassage reported the Calais Broadband Committee has appointed Cloud Alliance as our point people.  The Selectboard will request an update from the Broadband Committee in the near future.

· John Brabant has the application forms for a federal revolving loan program that would appropriate for replacing the water lines in East Calais village.  The application deadline is 3/13/09 and Anne Winchester will give it to Syver Rogstad.

· Cy Lamberton reported Don Singleton’s truck recently broke down and today another town truck was down.

Tentative Agenda for the March 30th Meeting

· Presentation by Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART)

· Begin appointments for various town positions, commissions, etc.
· Next steps in renegotiating EMFD Interlocal Agreement
· Sign response letter to Doug Lilley
· Review draft operating procedures for Selectboard

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rose Pelchuck 

Selectboard Secretary

