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SELECTBOARD MEETING

January 17, 2005







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Rod Buck, Dot Naylor, Chad Scribner and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the January 10th Meeting Minutes – Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Budget Request for Calais Neighborhood Watch Program – Rod Buck reported he and Bill Bates drove the Neighborhood Watch Route in Marshfield to see where their signs were posted.  The signs in Marshfield are posted on stop and yield highway signposts.  Rod reported the committee further revamped the budget and estimate the need for $1,000.00, half of which they plan to fundraise to obtain.  There will be eight organized areas in the Calais Neighborhood Watch Program.  Rod reported the committee has interest and momentum and are in hopes to get this funded out of this year’s budget.  The Selectboard will further discuss this request.


State of Vermont Road Mileage Certification Report – Cy Lamberton reported on the annual report provided by the State of Vermont Agency of Transportation.  Cy reported on TH 44, Wheeler Road, .11 miles have been added to the Class 3 Road amount and on TH 51, Chapin Road, .6 miles have been added to the Class 3 Road amount for a total additional amount of .710 miles.  Cy reported for a number of years the Town had not been getting reimbursed by the State for maintaining these sections of Class 3 Roads.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the State Road Mileage Certification Report as follows:  


· Class 1 Road
6.902 miles

· Class 2 Roads
18.120 miles

· Class 3 Roads
55.220 miles
·              Total
80.242 miles



Other: Class 4 Roads 12.540 miles.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Chapin Road Proposed Development – Chad Scribner briefly described a five-lot subdivision on Chapin Road he is in the process of obtaining permits for.  Chad provided the Selectboard a letter from Chenette Associates, P.C. that is an assessment of the road’s ability to handle additional traffic generated by five additional homes.  Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, and Bernard Chenette, P.E. inspected the road on January 15, 2005.  The letter from Mr. Chenette indicates the road is generally in good condition and adequate for the addition of five homes as proposed. The intersection with Lightening Ridge Road exceeds the required minimum corner sight distance both easterly and westerly.  Selective trimming of trees in the Town right-of-way could improve sight distance even more.  Mr. Chenette recommends construction related truck traffic not use Chapin Road from March 1st to May 15th to avoid damaging the road subbase.  Don Singleton is in agreement with this restriction, according to the letter.  Chad reported the Class 4 portion of Chapin Road (approximately 400’ to 500’) he will upgrade himself to B-71 Standards for Class 3 roads.  


Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. Permit Request – The Selectboard discussed a permit request by Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. to move power lines and install poles in North Calais from the middle of a field to along the roadside.  The work would take place between January 2005 and January 2006.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the permit application by Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. to move lines and install poles in North Calais with the special condition that Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. do everything in it’s power to get the other utility lines moved within 18 months and that Washington Electric get the old poles removed.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Posting Calais Roads for Weight Limits – The Selectboard discussed posting the Town roads for weight limits in the spring to protect them from excess damage caused by heavy trucks.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to post the roads in the spring at the discretion of the Road Commissioner, being aware of due judgment and the law, in order to protect the roads.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Instructions/Work Assignment to Planning Commission – The Selectboard reviewed the final draft letter from the Selectboard to the Planning Commission dated January 17, 2005 on the Subject of Zoning Regulations and Town Plan Work List.  Paul Hannan made a motion to authorize the Chair, Bob Withey, to sign the letter and forward it to the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Selectboard Budget for 2005-06 – The Selectboard reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with estimated and actual disbursements for July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004 and budgeted and proposed amounts for July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2006.  The Selectboard discussed each line item.  Note: The Selectboard agreed for future reports to show revenue from Sheriff’s ticket stream coming in.  The amount each Selectboard member receives annually was discussed noting no increase in many, many years.  The Chair alone spent $1,100.00 last year on expenses.  Randy Fitch made a motion to tentatively approve the Selectboard budget as agreed upon tonight.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Other Business - Committee to Review Annual Requests from Service Organizations: Nedene Martin reported some of the people that previously served on this committee are willing to serve again this year.  Charlotte Hanna-Bassage agreed to Chair the Committee unless someone else would like to.  

Selectboard Report needs to be written for the annual town report.  Bob Withey will write a draft.

The final copy of the Proposed New Zoning Regulations will be dated of January 3, 2005 to reflect the date the Selectboard gave final approval.  Paul Hannan reported that Eva Morse had to come down to open the Town Office Building Thursday night since he did not know there was a deadbolt lock on the door.  Paul stated he does not think we should foreclose use of the building and thinks if a deadbolt is necessary it should be locked all the time.  Bob Withey will put this item on the next agenda.


Tentative Agenda Items for the January 24th Meeting

· Warning for 2005 Town Meeting
· Final Approval of Road Highway Budget
· Final Approval of Selectboard Budget
· Town Office Building Access
· Request from Social Service Agencies for Town Warning
· Selectboard Report for Town Report
Randy Fitch made a motion to adjourn at 10:05pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Recording Secretary

