Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

April 19, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Jack Russell, and Gary Root (new member!).

Non-member attendant: Dot Naylor

Meeting called to order at 7:10pm. 

Jack welcomed our newest member, Gary Root, to the Calais Planning Commission and followed with an around-the-table introduction. (Gary’s email address: vtroot@together.net)

Elections

Jack asked for nominations for new Planning Commission Officers. 

- Denise nominates Jack as Chairperson, seconded by Scott, and agreed to by

voice vote (6-0). Jack agreed, on the condition to re-visit once Jonathan returns   from leave.

- Scott nominates Denise as Vice Chair, seconded by Jack, and 

  agreed to by voice vote (6-0). Denise agreed, on the condition to re-visit once

  Jonathan returns from leave.

- After some discussion, Peter nominates Rich for Secretary, seconded by Denise, 

  and agreed to by voice vote (6-0).

- Scott was nominated, seconded, and voted to remain as the Assistant to the

  Secretary (6-0).

  Transportation Plan


Denise reported on the progress of the Class 4 Road and Transportation Infrastructure Committee, making reference to emailed minutes from Denise and Peter, to Jack.  It was confirmed, by the committee, that the Town Plan does not meet the requirements in reference to a transportation infrastructure plan/outline. The committee has outlined information needed to proceed.

Denise discussed a recent discussion with Chris Walsh, from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission, where Chris offered his assistance in helping us to meet the Town Plan Transportation requirements, within our Town Plan. The committee agreed that Chris’s help would be welcomed and Denise agreed to ask Chris to attend our meeting on May 3. We also agreed to ask Cy Lamberton, as a Selectboard member, and to ask a member of the DRB and Conservation Commission to attend this meeting.    

Zoning Administrator Update

· Zoning Administrator vacancy has been submitted to the papers.

· No response to the ads, as of today.

· Peter offered to contact additional town clerks.

· Rich agreed to post the ad at the East Calais General Store, the Post Office, the Woodbury General Store, and Dudley’s.

· Scott volunteered to post the ad at the Riverbend Store.

· Peter mentioned that Eva agreed to remain in the Zone Administrator position until the second week of May. This led to a short discussion on “what if” the position was not filled by the second week of May. 

· The Planning Commission agreed to send/deliver Eva a written “Thank you” for her dedicated years of service as the Zoning Administrator.

Conservation Commission Update

· Jack spoke with Nick Emlen, the former Chair of the Conservation Commission, and expressed our interest to meet with them at a later date. Jack also expressed our interest in a Grant to support additional review of the Shore Land District.

· Gary volunteered to inquire about help, in reviewing the Shore Land District, from specific departments of the State.

DRB Update

· Jack confirmed that the DRB agrees on the separation of position, between the DRB Clerk and the Zoning Administrator.

New Material


Scott presented the members with copies of the Planning Manual and the Vermont Municipal & Regional Planning & Development Act. Scott explained the content and relevance of this material. Scott gave us examples of how these references could be used and the importance of these prints. Scott explained to Gary, as a new member, what other sources are available to him, such as his email references, and the documents on the Town’s website. 

Scott moved at adopt Robert’s Rules of Order.

Peter seconded, and amended to use simple format. Accepted by all present members (6-0).

Minutes


Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed by the members and approved, as they were, by Jack.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

