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SELECTBOARD MEETING

January 24, 2005






                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Wayne Morse, Don Singleton, Nate Singleton, Martin Smith and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Bob Withey, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Bob informed those present that Randy Fitch was absent this evening since his father, Floyd Fitch, passed away yesterday.  Floyd was a former member of the Calais Selectboard.  Bob also noted the passing of Ike Hudson on Saturday from a heart attack and received word that Peter Backman suffered a serious illness while attending a food show in California.  Bob noted Peter’s significant contribution to the Town over the years, most recently working on the new Town Office Building Committee.  On behalf of the Selectboard, Bob Withey extends best wishes to all the families of these dedicated Calais individuals.


Approval of the January 17th Meeting Minutes – tabled.


Review Articles for Town Warning – The Selectboard reviewed the articles for the Town Warning and the order in which they will appear.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the list of articles as stated by the members of the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  The articles for the warning will be typed by Eva and need to be signed by the Selectboard members by Thursday.  


2005-06 Final Budget Approval – The Selectboard reviewed the Selectboard’s budget and discussed short-term debt at length.  The Selectboard agreed to put $2500.00 for the line item for short-term debt.  The budget is $15,247.00 over last year’s budget, not counting the highway budget.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the Highway and Selectboard’s budgets as discussed this evening.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  


Review Selectboard’s Report for Town Annual Report – The Selectboard reviewed a “draft” report as presented by Bob Withey and agreed on some changes.  Nedene Martin made a motion to accept the Selectboard Report as prepared by the Chairman and corrected for printing in the annual town report.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0. 


Committee to Review Annual Requests from Service Organizations – Nedene Martin reported some of the people that previously served on this committee are willing to serve again this year.  Charlotte Hanna-Bassage agreed to Chair the Committee unless someone else would like to.  Bob Withey offered a few more names of people to call and see if they are interested in serving on the committee.  


Access Policy to Town Office Building – tabled till next meeting since Randy was absent.


Highway Equipment – Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, reported again the need for an excavator for ditching, culvert work and the like.  Don suggested the amount of $45,000.00 for a used excavator as well as a trailer to move it.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to expend up to $45,000.00 for the purchase of a used excavator and trailer for ditching, culvert work and digging, as Article 2 in the Town Warning, to be paid over four years.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  


Other Business – The Selectboard received a letter from the Agency of Transportation and they are willing to extend the 35 mph speed limit southerly out of East Calais Village for .14 miles and to 40 mph northerly for .28 miles and will forward this recommendation to the Vermont Traffic Committee to be discussed at a meeting on February 7, 2005 at 1:00pm.  Cy Lamberton will see if Rick DeWolfe can attend this meeting since he chaired the Route 14 Traffic Study Committee.

Bob Withey will make additional copies of the January 17, 2005 letter from the Selectboard to the Planning Commission re: Zoning Regulation and Town Plan Work List to have available at the two upcoming informational meetings for the proposed new zoning regulations.

Wayne Morse questioned the State Road Mileage Certification Report data specifically on TH 44 Wheeler Road.  The report lists Wheeler Road as 1.37 miles.  Wayne Morse and Martin Smith measured the road at 1.26 miles from the County Road to Thane Martin’s driveway.  Bob Withey explained the State AOT generates the numbers on that report annually.  Cy Lamberton will check with State AOT to correct any possible error.


Tentative Agenda Items for the January 31st Meeting

· Town Invoices and Orders of the Day
· Task Force on Calais Dams request for 7 day extension
· Access Policy for Town Office Building
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Recording Secretary
