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SELECTBOARD MEETING

November 13, 2006







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Martin Hahn, Marialisa Calta, Nick Emlen, Sean W. O’Neil, Helen Johnke and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Denise Wheeler, Selectboard member

Actions:

Approval of the October 30th Meeting Minutes – Paragraph four, line five should reflect the date of the public hearing to discuss proposed changes to the Zoning Regulations will be December 11, 2006.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  (John Brabant arrived after the vote.)


Kellogg-Hubbard Library Budget Request – Martin Hahn, Chairman of the Kellogg-Hubbard Library Board, and Marialisa Calta, Calais Representative on the Board, were present this evening to provide the budget request for 2007-2008.  Martin Hahn reported last year the library lost about $130,000.00 and had to make up the deficit by spending part of the 110 year old endowment.  The projected deficit for this year is $40,000.00 - $70,000.00 since the library did not receive grant funding.  The preliminary budget for next year is balanced.  The library board is looking at not only taxpayer support but also the endowment and charitable donations for long range funding stability.  About 800 people per day visit the library making it the most used facility in the City of Montpelier on a daily basis. Marialisa Calta, who has only been on the board a short time since replacing Jody Gladding, stated she is impressed with the board’s efforts to not overspend and the whole budget process.  As more people use the library, more staff is needed, thus expenses increase, Marialisa explained.  The library is requesting an article on the Town Warning to fund operating expenses for $19,200.00.  Martin Hahn noted the library is part of a group that is looking to the State for an appropriation to help fund all public libraries.  Martin welcomes the opportunity to meet with groups in town to publicize the library.


Update from Calais Reps on the EMFD Building Committee – Helen Johnke reported the membership of the EMFD would visit the Underhill-Jericho Fire Department tomorrow, November 14, 2006.  The Selectboard members from Calais and East Montpelier, who did not attend the October visit, are welcome to attend.  The ownership issue is still undecided and remains on the table.  At the weekly meeting held on November 1, 2006, the EMFD Building Committee unanimously approved the primary site focus on the Larry Brown property on Route 14 in East Montpelier.  This was unanimously endorsed by the full membership of the EMFD at the business meeting last week.  Helen is gathering data on a bond vote and would like to get a mailing out to all taxpayers in town to inform them of the project status.  Informational meetings will also be held.  Helen was concerned about adequate space around the fire trucks but is satisfied with the 8-foot buffer that is in the design plans.  John Brabant asked Helen to report to the committee his strong desire to have the building designed and built in a way to easily accommodate future additions.  The Selectboard agreed with this idea. Paul Hannan thanked Helen for the report this evening and Helen will plan to update the Selectboard once a month.  Paul Hannan agreed to keep the EMFD Building Committee on all upcoming agendas with either a report from Helen and Dave Parrah or perhaps EMFD Officers.


Authorization for Ancient Roads Grant Application – Nick Emlen provided the Selectboard with the Ancient Roads Research and Mapping Grant Program Application and Signature Form this evening.  David Healy wrote the grant and the Grant Administrator is Reed Cherrington.  The requested grant of $4,850.00 will give the Town a jump-start on completing this project to identify and document corridors or ancient roads in town.  Recent legislation mandates municipalities to identify ancient roads or after a certain length of time, the municipalities will have no right to their use.  Nick noted the purpose of this research is not to add roads but to establish some recreational foot trails if possible.  Upon completion of the inventory, the Conservation Commission will report back to the Selectboard for review.  Any final decision on which ancient roads to keep will be up to the Selectboard after a public hearing.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve this grant application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Nick Emlen asked the Selectboard to put the word out that volunteers are needed for this project.  Paul Hannan suggested a committee of about five people doing the research should be sufficient.


Public Hearing to Upgrade a Portion of Lightening Ridge Road - A public hearing was held this evening to discuss upgrading approximately 0.3 miles of Lightening Ridge Road from Route 14 to just past the school from a Class 3 to a Class 2 road.  This is the paved portion of Lightening Ridge Road.  All in attendance spoke in favor of the reclassification project.  Rose Pelchuck, a Lightening Ridge Road resident, mentioned the desire to incorporate some of the traffic study recommendations, which was preformed a few years ago, specifically narrowing the road width at the Route 14 intersection and improving traffic control signage.  John Brabant made a motion to support a resolution reclassifying 1750 feet of TH 46, Lightening Ridge Road, from a Class 3 to a Class 2 road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan requested John Brabant follow up with Ernie Englehardt, AOT District 6 Engineer, to see what the State needs for documentation.  


Proposed Changes to the Zoning Regulations Discussion – A public hearing will be held on Monday, December 11, 2006 at 7:00pm at Town Hall to get public input on the proposed changes by the Planning Commission to the Zoning Regulations.  This will be first on the agenda.  The Selectboard agreed to wait to hear what the public has to say about the proposed changes before recommending any changes.


Discuss CVSWMD Questions on District Services & Report on Potential Transfer Station Site Visit – As Bill Powell reported at the October 9th meeting, the CVSWMD is asking the member towns two questions as follows: What do you expect from the district (vision/expectations)?  What services do you want from the district?  Bill requested a written summary (a vision statement) from the Selectboard by Thanksgiving time to report back to the CVSWMD Board.  The Selectboard discussed a few ideas and John Brabant agreed to formulate a response as requested; the Selectboard will review and finalize the response at the next meeting.  John Brabant reported on the recent site visit with Bill Powell and Ernie Englehardt to the State-owned property on Route 14 near the Town garage and McCullough’s Gravel Pit.  As it turns out, the State discovered some valuable gravel on the site and is interested in taking the material out.  The land is large enough to be used as a recycling depot and easily accessible.  Ernie will get back to John about getting two acres out for the Town, to either lease or sell to the Town.  The CVSWMD told John they want to help the Town evaluate sites and come to a regional solution but were not willing to provide full disclosure about what they would put on the site.


Special Town Meeting Results of Advisory Questions on Curtis Pond Dam – The Selectboard reviewed the results to the following advisory questions voted on Election Day, November 7, 2006:

1. Should the Town of Calais seek to own, control and pay to support the replacement or repair and future maintenance of the Curtis Pond Dam if it is found that title is held by a living person with legal responsibility for the dam?  Yes 381  No 422

2. Should the Town of Calais seek to own, control and pay to support the replacement or repair and future maintenance of the Curtis Pond Dam if it is found that title is held by a deceased person with uncertain legal responsibility for the dam?  Yes 530  No 314

3. If the Town owned the Curtis Pond Dam and decided to pay to support its replacement or repair and future maintenance, should the Town provide this support through a municipal bond to be repaid by an annual tax evenly distributed on the Calais grand list?  Yes 383  No 458

4. If the Town owned the Curtis Pond Dam and decided to pay to support its replacement or repair and future maintenance through a municipal bond, should the Town create a special assessment district which would require shorefront owners of Curtis Pond to pay a greater percentage of the cost of repair and maintenance of the dam than other taxpayers in Calais?  Yes 476  No 377

The Selectboard discussed the response of the voters and tried to assess what it means.  The Selectboard has between now and February to decide what to bring to the voters on Town Meeting Day.  Rose will check with Eva for the Town Report publication deadline.  FYI: 913 voters cast a ballot on Election Day, approximately 75% of the registered voters in Town.


Final Access & Right of Way Permit Approval – Upon the recommendation of the Road Commissioner, Heather Shouldice made a motion to grant final access permit approval on the Bailey property on Dugar Brook Road and on the Dodge property on Max Grey Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Road Crew Staffing Update – The ad for a relief, on-call driver was published.  One person expressed interest in the position.


Other Business – Paul Hannan reported no progress on the Red Cross survey and contract for the school.  The Selectboard discussed moving the meetings to the elementary school for the winter months.  Nedene Martin checked with the VLCT and they recommend adopting a resolution noting the change in location with 24 hours notice.  Nedene will draft a resolution and report back next month.

Update on Zoning Violations – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing zoning violation issues.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Nedene Martin made a motion to resume Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan reported the group discussed the status of issues and no action was taken.

Tentative Agenda for November 27th Meeting

· Review and approve Road Commissioner’s orders and Town invoices

· Finalize response letter for Bill Powell to CVSWMD - John

· Curtis Pond Dam update

· Upcoming meetings schedule

· EMFD Building Committee update

· Draft resolution re: moving Selectboard meeting location - Nedene

Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

