SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
January 7, 2008






                                  7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Gail Graham and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester and John Brabant

Actions:

Approval of the December 10th Meeting Minutes – Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.


Approval of the December 27th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made some corrections to the minutes.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.


Town Highway Budget FY 2008-09 Review – The Selectboard and Road Commissioner, Don Singleton, reviewed the projected budget for next year.  Don Singleton noted this to be a conservative budget with not much room for cost reductions.  Diesel fuel costs are budgeted at $3.00 per gallon and the Town will need to haul winter sand and gravel from longer distances since McCullough Crushing will be out of material.  Related items discussed which would be placed as articles on the Town Warning are: 

1. Funds for the 20% match of State grant funds for repaving the blacktop portion of Lightening Ridge Road,
2. Funds for a reinforced concrete slab on the Pekin Brook Road bridge, and
3. New town truck at approximate cost $120,000.00.
Don will get some final figures as requested by the Selectboard and report back at the January 21st meeting.


Conflict of Interest Policy – Denise Wheeler presented the Selectboard a DRAFT policy, which when adopted will apply to all public officers in the Town.  Denise worked closely with Garrett A. Baxter, Staff Attorney at the Vermont League of Cities and Towns using their model conflict of interest policy.  This will be taken up for final discussion and adoption at the next regular meeting on January 14, 2008.


Various Briefs:

* The Adamant Co-op Board has contacted Paul Hannan regarding the financial difficulties the Co-op is experiencing and seeking tax relief from the Town.  Paul advised Eva Gumprecht the petition process is the favorable way to pursue this due to timing issues to get on the Town Warning.  The Co-op is welcome to come before the Selectboard to discuss this in February.

* Current Use Program – The Selectboard discussed last year’s article relating to a tax stabilization program for two farms for a period of one year and if the farmers have enrolled in the Current Use Program.  After a lengthy discussion, Nedene Martin agreed to check the public land records to see if these two farms are enrolled in the Current Use Program.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:30pm with the Zoning Administrator, Dot Naylor, in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Environmental Court Hearing for the penalty phase of the Noordsij case would be this Thursday.

Tentative Agenda for the January 14th Meeting

· Proposed Selectboard Budget for FY 2008-09
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 8:52pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
